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REPORT. 



7b the HffnmcMe, the Legislature : 

Agreeably to the requirements of the statute, the State Board 
of Charities respectfully submit this, their tenth annual 

REPORT. 

In their last annual report, the commlBsloners gave a brief 
statement of the work performed by the Board from the time 
of its oi^amzatLoh, and the general results attained. The 
special incLuiries conducted by the Board, in addition to the 
discharge of its regular duties, which had been reported npou 
to the Legislature, were arranged under seven heads, and 
summed up under the same number of results. The Board 
take great satisfection in speaking of these results, believing 
that the work to which they refer has been of great public 
benefit. 

Mbbtutos of the Boabd. 

Since the last annual report, the Board has held five public 
meetings, of which due notice was given. The attendance at 
each of these meetings, reported here in accordance with the 
statute, was as follows : 

At Albany, March 9, 1876, Commissioners Pmyn, Letch- 
worth, Eastman, Roosevelt, Devereux and Hoguet. 

At Albany, March 23, 1878, the Secretary of State, the Attor- 
ney-GJeneral, and Commissioners Pmyn, Letchworth, Roose- 
velt, Eastman, Devereux and Hoguet. 

At Rochester, June 8, 1876, Commissioners Pruyn, Letch- 
worth, Anderson, Foster, Devereoz, Lowell, Hogaet and 
Roosevelt. 
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At New Tork, December 6, 1876, Commissioners Prnyn, 
Letchworth, Devereux, Koosevelt, Lowell and Hogaet. 

At Albany, January 12, 1877, the Secretary of State, the 
Comptroller, the Attorney-General, and Commisffloners Pmyn, 
Anderson, Roosevelt and Lowell. 

Visitations. 
The work of visitation the past year has been prosecuted by 
the several commissionera in their respective districts, by com- 
mittees of the Board and by the secretary, under the direction 
of the Boards as anfhorized by statute. Under this plan 
of diviaion of labor the various institutions of the State, sub- 
ject to the inspection of the Board, have, during the year, been 
very generally visited. Further information on this point will 
be given in subsequent parts of this report. 

CocNTT Visiting Committees. 
Under authority of the act chapter 751 of the Laws of 1873, 
the Board has designated a number of persona in several coun- 
ties, as committees to visit and inspect the various institutions 
in their respective localitiea, subject to the supervision of the 
Board. These committees, composed of intelligent and benevo- 
lent persons, have, by their zeal and eamestneBs in the work, 
greatly aided the Board in its labors, and rendered highly 
important and valuable services to the public. Additional 
committees will hereafter, from time to time, be appointed, as 
the public interest may seem to make it desirable. 

Divisions OF THE Report. 
The work of the Board for the past year having been thus 
briefly referred to, other subjects will now be considered, as 
follows : 

I. The State Institutions. 
IL The Local Institutions. 



sdbvGoogIc 



Statb Board of CMAsirisa. 1 1 

m. The Incorporated Institutions. 
rV". Panper and Destitat© Children. 
V. State Paupers. 
VI. Able-bodied Vagrants. 
Vn. Report of the Secretary on the Causes of Pauperism. 

The several statistical and financial tables hereinafter referred 
to, are hereto annexed. These hare been prepared with great 
oare, and they contain full information on the rariouB matters 
to which they relate. 

I. The State Institxttions. 
There has been no increase in the number of this class of 
institutions the past year. Kany improyements have, however, 
been made in most of them, and the capacities of several have 
been enlarged by the erection of additional buildings, to which 
it is deemed proper briefly to refer. Attention is invited to the 
annual reports of the managers of these institutions for details 
as to their condition. 

1. iThstitutionafoT the Imane. 

The State Lunatic Asylum, at Utica, has undergone exten- 
sive repairs and alterations the past year, in relaying portions 
of the floors, replacing worn structures and in remodeling mmd 
parts of the building, increasiag the size of the dining room' 
and also the number of day rooms for patients. These improve- 
ments were imperatively needed, and they seem to have been 
thoroughly and substantially made. The asylum has been 
taxed to its atmost capacity daring the entire year, and the 
results attained have, upon the whole, it is satd, been quite 
satisfactory. 

An additional group of detached buildings was completed at 
the Willard Asylum, at Ovid, during the past year. These build_ 
ings, designed for women, have capacity for about two hundred 
(300) patients. The entire accommodations were promptly 



.A)1)^|C 



12 Annual Report of ths 

taken by various coontieB, as soon as offered. Another eimilar 
groQp of bnUdingB, for men, is in coarse of construction, and 
will probably be finished and opened early in the present year. 
The asylnm has now reached a capacity for about twelve hun- 
dred (1,S00) patients, and the demands upon it from the time 
of its opening, have always been largely in excess of its accom- 
modations. The institntiou has b6en enabled generally to 
relieve the counties of their more disturbed and violent chronic 
insane, and appears to be accomplishing satisEactoiily the pur- 
poses tor which it was designed. Its accommodations, how- 
ever, it is thought, cannot, consistently with proper supervision 
and the employment of the insane, well be extended beyond 
the completion of the buildings now being erected, which will 
give it capacity for about fourteen hundred (1,400) patients. 

The work of construction on the Hudson River State Hos- 
pital, at Poughkeepsie, the Bnffal6 State Asylum for the 
Insane, at BuflUo, and at the State Homoeopathio Asylum for 
the Insane, at Middletown, has been moderately carried on 
during the past year. Accommodations have been provided at 
Middletown for about one hundred and twenty-five (136) male 
patients, but the construction at Poughkeepsie has not been 
extend^ SQ as to give additiooal room for patients. The work 
pppa the asylum at BuffiUo, although considcarably advanced, 
has not, aa yet, progressed so as to utilize any portion of the 
building for the purposes for which it was intended. The 
reti^ms show that the asylums for the insane, both public and 
private thrpughout the State are filled to their utmost capacity, 
and that further accommodationa for this class are urgently 
needed. 

2. InstUi^iAmsfor the Blind. 

The increased accommodations provided by the New York 
Institution for the Blind, in the city of New York, within the 
past few years, enables it to receive and provide for all the 
blind within its district, and also to receive and provide for a 
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Uokited namber of blind pnpUs from New Jersey, mider 
arrangements existing ^th the anthoritiea of that State. Its 
laoilitieB for teaching trades to Uie blind, and for carrying on 
Ote indnsfaries OBoalljr piir8,aed by this olaas, bare likewiae 
been Itu^y extended, and are now deemed ample for these 
purposes. The appropriation to the institn^on, with its other 
resonrces, is said to have been adequate to its objecta, and its 
work has steadily and satisfactorily progressed. 

The New York State Institution for the Blind, at Batavia, is 
now occupied nearly to its capacity. The buildings and 
schools are in good condition, and famished ^th every needed 
convenience. Additional pursnits for the pupils have recently 
been introduced, and meaeures taken for their thorongh train- 
ing in the Industrie suitable for the blind. Its appropria- 
tions for tiie past year, it is said, have met its wants. 

The accommodations of these two institutions for the Mind 
of both sexes, suited by age and otherwise for instmotion, are 
bdieved to be, for the time being, adequate to all those seeking 
admisrioo. 

8. Insti£iUio7isfor the Deaf ajid Dumb. 
The New York Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf 
and Dumb, in New York city, opened in 1318, was the first of 
its class in the State. It was incorporated as a benevolent asso- 
ciation, bat in 1831 an appropriation was made to it for State 
pupils, and the institution placed on a State foundation. In 
the outset it received pupils from all parts of the State, and, 
until within a few years, was the only institution in the State 
which gave instruction to the deaf and dnmb. The capacity 
t^ the building has been enlarged at different times, and at 
pa«sent it can take care of about five hundred (500) pn^s, but 
the demands upon it have generally been fiilly eqnal to ite 
accommodatioDB. 
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Additional inBtitntions for tbe instruction of the deaf and 
dumb have been established as follows; The Jj& Conteolx St. 
Mary's Beaf and Bamb Asylum, at Buf^o, in 1863 ; the Inati- 
tntion for the Improved InstniGtioa of Deaf Mates, in New 
York city, in 1867 ; the Central New York Institution for Deaf 
Mutes, at Rome, in 187S, and the Western New York Institu- 
tion for Deaf Mutes^ at Rochester, in 1876. The property and 
concerns of these institntioos are under the control and 
management of benevolent associations, their current expenses 
being met by a per capita allowance by the State. 

The objects and aims of the institations spoken of are gen- 
erally so well known, and such ready facilities offer for the. 
admission of pupils, that most of 4)e deaf and dumb of the 
State, of proper age and capacity, are bronght under inatruo- 
tion. The whole number of pupils cared for by them the past 
year, was nearly seven hundred (700). Of these about five 
hundred (600) were in the New York institution, and the resi- 
due in the others already named. As these institutions pos- 
sess ^ the needed facilities for their purpcraes, the provision 
for this class of persons would seem to be sufficient for the 

present 

4. InstitutioTisfoT Idiots. 

The New York Asylnm for Idiots, at Syracuse, is -the only 
State institution of its kind. It has for its objects the educa- 
tion and training of such teachable idiotic and feeble-minded 
children as camiot be benefited by instruction in ordinary 
schools, and it possesses good facilitiea for its work. The 
accommodations of the asylum have recently been considerably 
extended, so that it now has room for about two hundred and 
fifty (250) pupils. The demands upon it, however, are still 
greatly in excess of its accommodations, and further provision 
for this class is urgently required. 

The inquiries instituted by the Board show that there is a 
large number of nnteachable idiots in the State, both children 
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and adults, who require coDstant and iatelligdnt sapervision. 
A portion of tliese are lield in families, often under painfnl 
clrcnmstances, and otiiers are in the connty poor-honses. The 
distre^ng condition of many of the latter, especially the 
females, has been referred to in former reports, and proper pro- 
vision for their custody and care urged upon the Legislature. 
It wiU be seen by the report of the secretary, hereto annexed, 
that considerable numbers of idiotic and feeble-minded women 
have become mothers while in the poor-houses, thus entailing 
an enfeebled and helpless offspring as permanent burdens 
upon the public. The Board again recommend the establish- 
ment of a custodial institution for unteachable idiots, in which 
there shall be complete separation of the sexes, with proper 
arrangements and oversight. This desirable object may be 
accomplished by a very moderate outlay, and the beneficial 
results to be obtained seem to warrant the expenditure. 

5. Institutions for Inebriates. 
The State Inebriate Asylum at Binghamton, the only instir 
tution of this class, provides for a limited number of public 
patients, committed by county jndgea, or sent by superintend- 
ents of the poor, under the authority of the Legislature. Its 
income is derived mainly, however, from the receipts from 
paying patients. The asylum has accommodations for about 
eighty (80) inmates. The north wing of the buUding, nearly 
completed-, will, when finished, give room for nearly one 
hundred (100) additional patients. The applications for admis- 
sion greatly exceed the accommodations, and the completion 
of the building seems to be desirable. The rate of main- 
tenance, per capita, wonld be diminished by an increase in 
the number of inmates, and the institution thus be enabled 
to receive and provide for a greater number of public patients, 
than heretofore, and at the same time, enlarge its list of bene- 
fidaries. 
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6. Institutions for the BtformaMon of Juvenile Ddinguents. 

The State refonnatories are the New York_ HouBe of Refuge 
on Kandall's Island, New York city ; and the WeBtem Honse 
ol Refuge at Rochester. 

The New York Houfie of Refuge receives and, provides for 
children of both sexes, and has accommodations for about 
eight hundred (600) boys, and two hundred (200) girls. The 
department for the boys has been nearly full the past year, 
but the accommodation for girls has somewhat exceeded 
requirements. The institution maintaius graded schools, with 
an efficient corps of teachers, and the children are trained in 
various industries suited to their ages and capacities. The 
results attained the past year are reported as having been 
satisfactory. 

The Western House of Refuge, at Rochester, opened in 1848, 
was established for boys only, and the buildings were designed 
for about five hundred (600) inmates. The Legislature of 1876, 
authorized a department for girls, and the managers were 
empowered to erect a building to accommodate one hundred 
(100) of this class, at a cost not to exceed $76,000. The work 
of construction was accordingly begun in that year, and the 
edifice completed and opened in October. 

The building is a plain, substantial brick structure, situated 
adjoining the department for the boys, and has a front of two 
hundred and seventy-six (276) feet. The centre edifice is four 
stories in bight, and the main and connecting wings are each 
three stories. The building is conveniently arranged, well 
furnished, and haa all the conveniences requisite for its pur- 
poses. It was erected within the amount fixed by the legisla- 
tive appropriation. 

The department for boys has averaged about four hundred 
and fifty (460) inmates during the past year. The various 
industries heretofore carried on have been pursued, and the 
schools maintained the entire year. The new department 
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receives girls under Bixteen yeara of a^, who have been con- 
victed of petit larceny, vagrancy, disorderly conduct, etc., 
from the same judicial districts from which boys are received. 
The whole number of this class committed to its care, since its 
opening, in October last^ to the close of the year, was thirty- 
two (33). 

Besides these State reformatories, there are several incor- 
porated institutions under the control of benevolent associa- 
tions for the training and care of truant and delinquent 
children, and also a number of like institutions directed and 
managed by municipal authorities. Among the former are 
the New York Juvenile Asylum, in New York city ; the New' 
York Catholic Protectory, at Westchester, and the Society for 
the Protection of Bestitttte Koman Catholic Children, at 
Buffalo, all of which receive children of both sexes, and vari- 
ous other institutions, mostly in the large cities, which are 
devoted wholly to the care and training of girls. The muni- 
cipal institutions are those of Brooklyn and Rochester. These 
several reformatories, including those under State control, have 
accommodations for about eight thousand (8,000) children. 
The buildings are generally well adapted to their purposes, 
and have the requisite conveniences to carry out their objects. 

Among the important organizations for the instruction, care 
and guidance of abandoned, destitute and truant children, is 
the Children' s Aid Society, of New York city. The work of this ' 
society is carried on upon a plan wholly different from that of 
the institutions before referred to. It provides temporarily for 
the homeless, in lodging-houses ; for the truant and vagrant, 
in indnstrial schools, and as soon as possible secure situations 
for them in families. By its agency, large numbers of this 
class of childrea are yearly provided with homes in this and 
other States, and the public thus relieved of their care. There 
are also other incorporated societies, which thus provide for 
considerable numbers of this class of children. 
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7, Statistics Jtelating to the State Instituiions. 

Table No. 1 contains a list of the State institations, the loca- 
tion, and date of opening of each, and the names of the 
resident officers, and the officers of the trustees or managers. 

The capacity and cost of the several buildings are giren in 
table No. 3; and the classified and total valuation of their 
property in table No. 3. 

Table No. 4 shows their receipts for the past year; and 
table No. 5 their expenditures, the average number of inmates, 
and the weekly cost of maintenance. 

n. The Local Institutions. 
These institntions, managed and directed wholly by munici- 
pal authorities, are as follows : 
1. County poor-houses. 
3. City alms-houses. 
Each of these will now be briefly considered. 

1. Countp Poor-houses. 

The number of county poor-houses in the State is fifty-six 
(66). The county of Queens, in addition to its county institu- 
tion, maintains also several town poor-houses. In the counties 
of Hamilton and Schuyler, the poor are provided for mainly 
in the form of out-door aid. This mode of relief is likewise 
administered to a very considerable extent in all the other 
counties. 

This Board has uniformly maintained an effective plan of 
inspection of this class of charities. In its first examination 
of these institutions, in 1868, their management and condition 
was in most cases found to be very unsatisfactory. The build- 
ings generally were badly constructed and arranged, and many 
of them were greatly out of repair. But few were planned so 
as to classify the inmates, and a large proportion of them 
were without any adequate provision for the sick. An effort 
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vas made to separate the sexes at aiglit, bat owing to the 
defective character of the boildings, this could not in all cases 
he fully effected. The association daring the day was entirely 
unrestricted, the aged, the children, the ^ck, insane, epileptic, 
idiotic and blind, and the able-bodied, vagrant and debased, 
mingled freely with each other. This, it hardly need be stated, 
served to sink the depraved still lower, and tended also to 
break down self-respect in the better class, who, from sickness 
and other misfortunes, were compelled to seek public aid. 

The rejwrt of the Board, in 1868, to the Legislature, as to 
the then condition of the poor-houses, attracted marked atten- 
tion throughout the State, and soon thereafter led to great 
improvements in the managemeat and affairs of most of these 
institutions. Since that time, new buildings, with modem 
conveniences, have been erected in the following counties : 
Broome, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Clinton, Cortland, Essex, 
Franklin, Monroe, Oswego, Qneens, St. Lawrence, Saratoga 
and Suffolk. Extended alterations and improvements have 
been made in the buildings of other counties, as follows: 
Albany, Jefferson, Niagara, Ontario, Orange, Richmond, Tomp- 
kins, Warren and Wayne. The buildings of the following 
counties, though not thoroughly adapted to their purposes, 
and many of them old, have, in the main, been kept in good 
repair, and are comfortable: Chemung, Columbia, Delaware, 
Dutchess, Genesee, G-reene, Otsego, Bensselaer, Kockland, 
Seneca, Schenectady, Sullivan, Tioga, Ulster, Washington and 
Wyoming. The counties of Cayuga, Chenango, Erie, Lewis, 
Livingston, Oneida, Onondaga and Westchester, at the time 
referred to, had buildings among the best in the State, and 
they have since been maintained in good condition. The build- 
ings of the counties of Allegany, Fulton, Herkimer, Madison, 
Montgomery, Orleans, Putnam, Schoharie, Steuben and Yates 
were then old and dilapidated, and although considerable 
expenditures have been made upon some of these, no great 
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impTOTement lias been effected. Id most of these counties 
measures are being taken for the erection of new buildings, and 
it is probable that this may be acoomplished in osvKteX of them 
daring the present year. 

Among the more important changes efEected in the manage- 
ment of the poor-honses, unce the report referred to, hare 
been the removal of the violent and distorbed chronic insane 
to the appropriate State institntion for this class, and the trans- 
fer of the children, temporarily, to asyloms or family hcHues. 
A more carefnl scratauy r^arding admissions to poor-honses, 
is generally exercised by officials, the able-bodied class being 
rejected, and a better system of discipline, in most cases, is 
enforced and maintained. The removal from the poor-honses 
of some of the classes referred to, has greatly changed the 
character of these institatioDS, so that from being the abodes 
of the able-bodied^ idle and vagrant, as well as nurseries of 
panperism and crime for children, they have become 'largely 
homes for the aged and infirm, fnrnishing also comfortable 
accommodations for the enfeebled and sick. As snch they 
attract the notice of the charitable and b^ievolent more gen- 
erally than heretofore, thtts secaring in the care of the poor, 
the gratuitous services of large numbers of intelligent, zealous 
and earnest persons. It is believed that, these volunteer agen- 
cies will hereafter multiply, as opportunities for nsefnlness 
offer, and the value of their services in the various localities is 
recognized. 

It should be added that the superintendents and keepers 
throughout the State are, in general, earnestly devoted to their 
work, and that many of the improvements effected in the poor- 
honses are due, in a great measure, to their efforts. The labors 
of these officers, however, are often embarrassed by partisan 
influences, and the term of office, moreover, is too short to 
iuangarate and fully carry out many needed reforms. It 
would seem desirable, therefore, that they should be selected 
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ontside of party oi^anizatioaB, and for a longer term of years 
than at present. This would aid to eecnre the services of com- 
petent and &ithfal officers, bring to their aid more generally 
the active co-operation of the charitable and benevolent, and 
result, it is believed, in kinder and better care for the poor, and 
greater economy in the expenditures. 

The retnms relating to the county poor-houses, for the past 
year, will be found claBsified in tables Nob. 6 to 10, inclusire. 

2. Oitp Alms-houses. 
There are six (6) of this class of ohajitles in the State, as 
follows : 
The Kings County (Brookly city) Alms-house. 
The Kingston City Alma-honse. 
The Newburgh CSty and Town Alma-houBe. 
The New York City Alms-house. 
The Osw^jo City Alms-house. 
The Ponghkeepae City Alms-house. 

These institutions have the same general objects and pur- 
poses as the county poor-houses. Most of them, however, are 
exempt from the general statutes affecting the insane, and also 
have special legislative privileges as to other classes. The 
number of persons supported in them, the past year, and the 
expenditures for maintenance, etc., are given in tables Noa. 
11 to 16, inclu^ve. 

ni. ThB INOORPOEATED IlffSTmJTIONB. 

The management of these institutions, many of them among 
the oldest charities of the State, is committed by statute to 
benevolent associations, the services of whose members are 
entirely gratuitous. Their current expenses are met chiefly 
by private benefactions, although many of them receive 
moderate municipal aid, and have heretofore shared in the 
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bounty of the State. They are composed of three classes, as 
follows : 

1. Orphan Asylums and Homes for the Friendless. 

3. Hospitals. 

3. Dispensaries. 

1. Orphmi AsyVwms and Homes for the Friendless. 

The nnmber of these charities is one hundred and fifty-one 
(151). One hundred and thirteen (113) are devoted entirely to 
the care of children ; twelve (12) receive both children and 
aged persons, and twenty-six (26) provide for the aged only. 
Statements as to their location, property, receipts and expendi- 
tures for the past year, aod the number of persons under care 
during the year will be found in tables Nos. 16 to 19, inclusive. 

In view of the policy recently adopted by the State, in the 
removal of its dependent children from poor-houses and the 
association of adult paupers, the orphan asylums acquire addi- 
tional importance in the general scheme of public charities. 
To thrae institutions is now committed the care of this large 
class of dependents, heretofore mainly provided for by the 
various city and connty authorities. The condition of these 
charities and their objects and aims, were so folly set forth by 
the vice-president of the Board, in his interesting report, 
appended to the last annual report of the Board, that no fur- 
ther notice of them, at this time, is called for. 

3, Hospitals. 
These number forty-seven (47), of which eighteen (18) are 
general and twenty-nine (29) special hospitals. Their names and 
locations, the valuation of their property, the amount of their 
indebtedness, their receipts and expenditures for the past year, 
the number of patients under treatment during the year and 
the results attained, are given in tables Kos. 20 to 23, inclusive. 



sdbvGoogIc 



Statu Board of Obaritiss. 2Z 

3. Dispensaries. 

They number fifty-one (61), of whicli eleven (11) are for the 
treatment of special diseasee and forty (40) are general in their 
objects. Tables Fob. 24 to 27, inclusive, show their location, 
the Talne of their property, their incomes and disbursements 
and the number of persons aided by them during the year. 

The number of dispensaries in laige cities seems to be greater 
than public necessity demands, and may tend measurably to 
encourage unnecessary application for gratuitoas medical aid. 
To guard against imposition, one of these institutions recently 
adopted the plan of collecting a small sum monthly from each 
patient, and a considerable income was derived from Ws 
source. The plan thus far has worked satis&ctorily, and is 
worthy of the consideration of other institutions. 

rV*. Paupee and Destitute Ohildbbn. 

The act of the L^^ature, chapter 173 of the Laws of 1875, 
directed the removal to fonulies, asylums and other appro- 
priate institutions, of all the children then in poor-houses, 
between the a^es of three and sixteen years, and of proper 
intelligence, and prohibited the sending of this class thereafter 
to these institutions. The Boards of Supervisors of the several 
counties were required to take the necessary measures to carry 
oat the provisions of the act. 

The number of children in the several poor-houses and alms- 
houses of the State at the time of the passage of the act, 
according to the returns, was two thousand and eighty-eight 
(2,088), or about fourteen per cent of all the inmates. Of -these, 
over four hundred (400) were in the alms-house of Kings 
county, and nearly eleven hundred (1 , 100) in that of New York. 
The work of removal of the children was began in the summer 
of 1875, and was mainly accomplished throughout the State 
before the close of that year. 

During the past year thirty-ei^t (38) of the poor- houses and 
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alms-honsea have been Tisited, and a carefal examination made 
of the children in their care ; and an . inqairy haa been insti- 
tuted as to the namber and condition of the children in the 
remainder of these inBtitntions. The following ia a statement 
of the namber of children in sach institotions aoccnding to the 
examinatdon and inquiry : 
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It will thus be seen that the number of children in the poor* 
houses and atms-houses at the times of the inquiry was only 
one thousand and ninety-three (1,093), or about serea per cent 
of all the inmates, as against two thousand and eighty -eight 
(8,088) in 18TO, when the act went into effect. 

The following is a classification as to the condition of the 
children between the ages of three and sixteen years : 

Healthy and intelligent 153 

Teachable idiots Ill 

Unteachable idiots 97 

Feeble-minded 31 

Epileptics 19 

Paralytics , 4 

Otherwise diseased 34 

Crippled and deformed 46 

Blind 9 

Peaf mutes : 3 

Of the idiots, one hundred and fonr (r04) of those classed aa 
teachable, and seventy (70) of these, as unteachable, were in 
the Idiot Asylum of the alms-house department of New York 
city. The former have the advantages of a well ordered 
school for this class, and the iostitntion fiords proper care for 
the unteachable. 
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The fftUo:wiJig is a Ijst of the poor-honsea and ajpifr-^o^ia^ 
contaioing. five or more children 07er three years of age, classed 
as healthy and intelligent, ftnd the namher of sach children in 
each Teapectlvely : 

Colnmbia county jwor-honse ; 6 

Essex oonnly poor-honse 20 

Greene comity poor-house 6 

Livii^etoQ county poor-house 7 

New York city almshouse 96 

Putnam county poor-house 7 

Hempstead town poor-house ; 6 

Oyster Bay and ETorfch Hempstead town poor-hoose. 13 

Saratoga ooiinty poor-house 6 

SuUivan county poor-house 11 

Ulster county poor-house 6 

Kingston city alms-house 21 

Washington county poor-house B 

The remaning fifteen (15) were distributed la other poor- 
houses. The poor-houses of Lewis, Bichmond, Tompkias and 
Wyoming counties, and the Newburgh city and town alma- 
house, had no oluldren in their oa^, and the poor-houses of 
Delaware, Jefferson, Niagara, Oneida, Orleans, Seneca, Tioga 
and Wayne counties, and the Oswego city alms-honse, con- 
tained no children over tiiree years of age. The fects are given 
by counties in table No. 28. 

The autiiorities of Essex and Putnam cjpuntiea, and of the 
Hempstead and North Hempstead town poor-honses, have not, 
as yet, so far as the Board is informed, taken any action 
r^arding the removal of the children from their poor-houses. 
Attention has recently been called to the matter, and it is 
hoped that the removal will soon follow. The superintendent 
of tite Kingston city alms-house says : *' Our Home for Friend- 
less Children will be established in January, 1877, where we 
expect to place all the children who come to the alms-house, or 
under our care. The home will in no way be connected with 
3 
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Ihe alms-hoTise department." In all the connties, other than 
those above referred to, appropriate action has been had by 
the antboritiea, and the act Ib SKbetantially in fall effect in 
thoae connties. The healthy and intelligent children found 
in the poor-hoases were chiefly boys, many of whom had 
repeatedly been placed in families or a&ylnms, and returned as 
incorrigible. We learn that a number of these, since the exam- 
ination, have been sent to Tarions reformatories, and it ia quite 
probable that others will be so disposed of. As a class, they 
were generally considered as unBuit«d for family care, and 
requiring a discipline and training that could not well be 
enforced in asylnms. 

The prompt and hearty approval of this act by the superin- 
tendents of the poor and other officers generally, is a matter of 
congratulation, and gives promise of its fall execution in all 
parts of the State. In a few connties the antiiorities, at first, 
were temporarily embarraased on account of lack of asylum 
accommodations in their vicinity for such children as needed 
to be thns disposed of, but this has been mainly overcome, the 
managers of asylums in other counti^ furnishing room and 
care for this class, upon satisfectory terms. A vigorous system 
of placing, oat dependent children in families exists quite gen- 
erally, and larger numbers of this class than heretofore are 
being thns provided for. 

It will be seen by the preceding statements that the poor- 
houses and ahns-honses contain considerable numbers of dis- 
eased children who need attantion and care that cannot 
generally be well given in these institutions, and who are not 
proper subjects for existing a^lums. There are also many of 
the same class of children in the families of the poor through- 
out the State, who are being provided for wholly or in part at 
the public expense. Snch children often bring great hardships 
upon these families, and the public aid thns extended gener- 
ally serves to break down self-respeet, and not unfrequently 
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in the end leads to complete pauperism. The interests of 
humanity, and the public welfare, require that proper pro- 
vision be made for this class of children, and the matter is 
earnestly commended to the attention of the JJegisIature. 

V. State Paupers! 

Under act chapter 6?1, of the Laws of 1873, provision is 
made for the support and care, by the State, of certain poor 
persons having no legal settlement, in snch poor-houses, and 
alms-hoases, as may be designated by the Board. The number 
of such institutions known as "State alms-houses" thus fer 
designated, is eleven, and the Board is authorized to designate 
in all fifteen. Table No. 29 gives the name and location of 
these alms-houses, the time at which the contract was entered 
into with the State, the extent of the accommodations for State 
paupers in each, and the rates of support per week, respectively. 

The first commitment under the act was made October twen- 
ty-two. The whole number committed from that date to Septem- 
ber 30, 1876, was one thousand eight hundred and fifty (1,850). 
Of these one thousand five hundred and ninety-three (1,593) 
were males, and two hundred and fifty-seven (267) females. 
The following is a statement of the commitments in each year ; 
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It will be seen by this statement that the nnmber of commit- 
ments has slightly diminished the last year, and it is believed 
that under ordinary cironmstancea no increase in their number 
is likely to occur. 

The several State alms-houses to which such State paupers 
were committed, and the changes occurring in the number 
under their care from October 3?. 18T3, to September 30, 1876, 
are shown in table No. 30. 

DipiizcdbvCoO^^lc 



fi8 4wituAZ MxPORT or thx 

Table No. 31 shows the ages of the State paT^)eT9 leominitted 
to the several State alms-houses from October 32, 1873, to 
September 30, 1876. 

The changes which occmred Iq the several ^ate alma-honaes 
during the year ending September 30, 1876, are given in table 
No. 32. 

It appears from these tables that the whole mun^ber of per* 
sons under care the past year, was ax hundred and ninety- 
eight (698), and that the number disposed of during the year 
was six hundred and seven (607), in the manner stated. The 
number which remained in the several State alms-hoases Octo- 
ber 1, 1876, was ninety-one (91), of which sixty-seven (67) were 
males and twenty -four (34) females There were also, in addi- 
tion to these, five (5) children in orphan asylums and ten (10) 
insane lu State asylums, making then a total of one hundred 
" and six (106) in State custody. Of this number eleven (11) 
were committed the first year, twenty-four (34) the second year 
and seventy-one (71) the third year. A considerable part of 
these have since been disposed of, and the number likely to 
remain permanent burdens upon the State is quite smaU. 

Table No. 33 shows the years in which the State paupers ip 
the care of the several State alms-houses September 30, 1876, 
were committed. 

The beneficial results of the act, both in its social and 
economic bearings, will be best seen by a brief summ^y of its 
operations. The whole number of commitments to September 
30, 1876, as has been shown, was one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty (1,850). Of this number one thousaitd and forty-eight 
(1,048) have been sent to the care of friends, or places of settle- 
ment in other States or countries, thirty-one (31) placed by 
adoption with families and four hxmdred and four (404) dis- 
charged upon recovery from the disease or infirmity for which 
they were committed. This shows one thousand four hundred 
and eighty-three (1,483), or over eighty per cent of those com- 
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mitted, thus restored to self-suppprt or placed under the 
authorities of other States aud countries lidble for their OLain- 
tenance. A few only of those aided or sent out of the State, 
have Bubseg^uentLy applied for relief. 

The chazaoter and oondition of the persons thus aided by the 
State, leads to the oonolnsion that a large number of them 
would have beconw inmates of our poor-houses or other 
charitable institutions, as fixed public burdens, fistimating 
this number at only sixty per cent though it would probably 
exceed this, of those thus ^ded, it ^ves eight htindied and 
mnety (890) who, without such aid, would hare been perma- 
nently chaif^ble to the several counties. The following table 
shows the number of persons who have been thus provided for 
in each year since the law went into opwation, and the amount 
that would have been required annually, without such aid, for 
their maintenance and care by the various counties, at the 
moderate rate of 1160 yearly for each person, and also the cap- 
ital representing the expenditure at five per cent per annum. 
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The work of removal, and the other expenses under the act 
for maintenance, care^ etc., have cost less than |18,000 per 
annum. When it is considered, that among those thus aided, 
there have been large numbers of both sexes in middle life, and 
that these with their offspring would be likely to become perman- 
ent burdens to the State, the great saving to the public under 
the act will be appreciated. But the matter presents a broader 
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aspect in its charitable and social bearings. Among tbose com- 
mitted, have been large nombers of aged, infirm and ack per- 
sons, frequently, entire femilies, without relatives or friends in 
the State to rely upon for aid. The practice, heretofore, has 
largely been, to send these classes from one locality to another, 
until so enfeebled as to preclude their being longer thns 
disposed of, when they generally became chargeable to some 
county, as permanent dependents. Under this act, these help- 
less and unfortunate persons are now temporarily cared for, 
afterwards sent to their homes and fiienda, and thus saved 
from pauperism. The future of lai^e numbers of these classes, 
whose career has been followed up, furnishes ample evidences 
of the beneficial results of the act. 

The objects and purposes of the statute, are now generally 
well understood by the BupeiintendeDts and other officers 
throughout the State, and its provisions in most localities are 
believed to be well executed. A good understanding exists 
between the Board and the officers of the several State alms- 
honses, whose aid has been highly valuable in carrying out the 
law. The accommodations of these alms-houses are quite suf- 
ficient, in the opinion of the Board, for present purposes. 

VI. Ablb-bobied Vaqkants. 

The Board has repeatedly called the attention of the Lepsla- 
tnre to the heavy expense and great evils resulting to the State 
from the large numbers of able-bodied vagrants and tramps by 
which it is overran, and has several times recommended the 
establishment of work-houses in which these persons could be 
placed under reformatory treatment, and required to work. 

Under the present system, or want of system of dealing with 
these classes, they prey upon the rest of the population, receiv- 
ing large sums in private and public charity, while they work 
only evil to the community and themselves in return. It was 
estimated last year that over |200,000 was expended by county 
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and towa officials in relienng trampa as they paraed from 
place to place, and a proportionately !u^ sum moat have beea 
spent by private individuals in helping them. This great 
amount of mon'ey, paid mainly by persons in moderate cir- 
cnmstances, covers only what was spent In lodging and feeding 
those people while they were at large. Many of them, of 
oonrae, were arrested several times daring the year, and com- 
mitted either to the poor-house or the county jail, where no 
reliable estimate can be made, with the materials before us, of 
the cost of these commitments, of the transportation of the 
parties to the place of destination, and their maintenance while 
there. We know that the amount must be very considerable. 
The chmges of one ma^strate for committing tramps in one 
town last year, amounted to $2,000. 

Very much worse, however, than the pecuniary burden 
entailed on the people of this State, by their negligence in deal- 
ing with thia great evil, are the moral consequences. These 
men and women are generally debased, and exercise a deteri- 
orating influence on all with whom they associate. As they 
pass from town to town, and lodge at the house of the Over- 
seer of the Poor, or elsewhere, they spread moral conta^on, 
and when they seek a rest in the county poor-house, they cor- 
rupt all those who are better than they when committed. In 
the county jails they are thrown into cl^se and intimate con^- 
panionship with persons detained as witnesses, and with young 
men and women arrested on suspicion, and here again they are 
centres of evil. 

In this great State no systematic effort has been made either 
to deter persons from a life of vagrancy, by punishment or by 
reformatory edncation. Neither discipline nor systematic labor 
can well be carried on in the poor-hoases or jails, generally, 
aa at present constitated. To insure desirable ends, these inter- 
mediate places of detention are a necessity — institutions which 
shall be governed by non-partisan boards — and to which 
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Tagrants eball' be cotttmltted for terms of Bii£Bi3i&&t leDgtb that 
the7 may be weaned from their evil waya and companions, and 
better thoughts and habits' be tanght them. The custom of 
committiDg each persons to jail for a few days at a tame, is 
worse than nseless. After one imprisonment, the jail oeases to 
be a place of punislmient, and becomes simply a rendezvona 
for the idle and rioions. The &ct that after one commit- 
ment any young pcirson is almost sure to be sentenced again 
and again, is proof that the jails are neil^er deterrent nor 
reformatory. 

Two sig^iiflcant facts have lately been noted in rc^M^ to tramps 
— tiiat they are generally yonJig men, and that the number of 
native Americans is increasing to an alarming extent The 
Board would remind the Ijeglslature ithat Uie evil w a growi^ 
one ; l^t this army of tramps naturally attracts to itself the 
young and idle; diat the life once entered on is seldom 
abandoned ; that all pnUio and private action at present 
has little tendency to overcome the evU, and 'Qiat all these 
young and vigorous men will transmit to their children their 
own debased habite of life and character. 

VJX Sboeetaby's Kbpoet on thb CAnsas ob" Paxjpbrism. 
We beg to call earnest attention to the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Board, hereto appended, on the causes of pauper- 
ism. It is the result of a lai^e amount of labor and of much 
experience and thought, and is worthy of careful considera- 
tion. It is presented to the Legislature, in part compliance 
with the concurrent resolution of the Semite and Assembly of 
May 37-29, 1873. 
All which is respectfully siibmitted. 

By order of the Board. 

JOHN V. L. PRUYN, 
President. 
James 0. Panhikg, Assistarit Secretary. 

Dated Albant, January 18, 1877. 
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Showing the number of p^sona supported and temporarily relieved, 
and the changes in the omtnty poor-Aoittea, during the. year ending 
If&vember SO, 1876. 
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Showing the nvmber of inatme, idiots, ^l^Uca, Hind, deaf mutes, 
and children, in the county poor-houses, Novemher 80, 1876. 
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Showing tha proportion ofnaiive and foreign horn persona tupporied 
in the county poor-houees, during the year ending November 80, 
1876. 
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S&owmg the value ofpoor-kouse ettoMithmente, UAor of the pavpcra, 
and the evpeiue <{f av^^^partaaig eachperaon. 
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Showing the number of pergona supported and relieved, and the 
ohmigea in the city alma-htni«e$ dv^ing the year ending NovmiAer 
80, 1876. 
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Shomng the proportion of naUve and foreign horn persona supported 
during the year. 
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TABLE 29. 

Shovnng the name and location of the several State alms-houses, ike 
time at which the contract was entered into with the State, the 
extent of accommodations for State paupers in each, and the raies 
of support per week, respectively : 
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Showing the several State alTiis-houaes to which State paupers were 
committed, and the changes occurring in the number under their 
care, from October 22, 1873, to September 30, 1876. 
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Showing the ages of the State paupers committed to the several State 
almshouses from October 22, 1873, to September 30, 1876. 
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Showing the changes which occurred in the several State almg-houses 
during the year ending Septerrd>er 30, 1876. 
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Showing the years in which the Slate paupers in the care of the several 
State alms-houaea September 30, 1876, were committed. 
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Showing the years in which the State paupers in the care of the geoeral 
SttUe alms-houses September 30, 1876, loere committed. 
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REPORT. 



To the State Board of Charities: 

In compliance with tlie instructions of jonr Board, directing me to 
make an examination of the inmates of the varions poor-houses and 
almft-bonses of the State, nnder the snpervision of the commisBioncrs 
of the several districts, with a view of determining, ae far as praotica- 
ble, the causes of the increase of pauperism, agreeably to the concur- 
rent resolution of the Senate and Assembly of Maj 37-39, 18t3, and 
to communicate to you the results of socb examination, I'b^ to 
sabmit this, mj 

REPORT. 

The schedule of inquiries prepared for tlie purposes of the inveBti- 
gation was approved by the Board July 31st, 1874, and the examina- 
tion soon thereafter commenced. The inquiry was completed in 
fifty-^ur counties in that year and the children were examined in all 
the counties. The facta obtained regarding this daea, and the general 
progress of the work to the close of 1874, have already been com- 
manicated to the Board. The inquiry was renewed early in 1875, 
and has been completed in all the connties. 

In conducting the investigation, the several poor-houses and alms- 
houses tiirooghont the State were all, in turn, visited, and each of 
the inmates examined separately. The inaniries were, in part, 
addressed to the persons examined, but the answers to many of them, 
for obvious reasons, were obtained from the proper officers. A copy 
of the inquiries used in the examination is hereto annexed for refer- 
ence, and marked schedale No. I. 

This schedule, as will be observed, contained sixty (60) questions, 
which were so framed as to obtain the name, sex, age, color, birth- 
place and birthplaces of the parents of each person, the age at which 
they became dependent, the time they had been in poor-houses, 
asylnms or other charitable institutions, their education, early disci- 
pline, industrial training, habits and occupation ; the condition of their 
ancestors and near relatives, going back two generations ; the degree 
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of disability existing and tte bodilj and mental statee conaeeted 
therewith, and also as to the probable future of the person, respectiag 
recovery from the canse of dependence. It was tboB designed by the 
inqniiy to make as complete a record as possible of the life of each 
person from their birth to the time of the exaniioation. The extent 
and magnitude of the undertaking can only be contemplated by taking 
into consideration the number and character of the persons examined, 
embracing the young and aged, the sick, infirm, insane, idiotic, 
imbecile, and also many of the vieions, debased and depraved. 

The poor-houeee and al'ms-honses contained no proper system of 
records of the inmates. A register of the name, sex, age, etc., was 
kept in most of these institutions, but no record as to the conditiou 
■of the persons before becoming dependent, or as to their ancestors, 
or near relatives, was maintained in any of them. This fact greatly 
embarrasBed the work and r^dered its progress slow and tedious. 

My' labors in the proBeeution of the inquiry were greatly light- 
ened, however, by the commissioners of the several districts accom- 
panying me on numerous occasions, and assisting in the examina- 
tion. The attendance of the superintendents of the poor, and the 
keepers of the poor-houses and alms-houses throughout the State, 
was very generally secured. These officers possessed a large amount 
of information regarding those under their care, and they rendered 
important and valuable aid in the matter. In a number of counties 
the volunteer services of gentlemen of extended acquaintance in the 
locality were also secured. Many of these devoted considerable time 
and atlention to the work, and their aid was of great benefit. 

It will thus be seen that no pains were spared to make the investi- 
gation as thorough and complete as possible. In all cases where the 
information desired upon any point could not be satisfactorily 
obtained, the matter was noted accordingly. It is believed, there- 
fore, that the statements recorded are as accurate and reliable as it is 
possible to obtain upon the subject. My grateful acknowledgements 
are dne to the officers and gentlemen before referred to for their 
generous aid in securing these important and valuable results. 

The general plan of the inquiry and the manner of conducting 
the work having been thus briefly stated, aomo of the more import- 
ant results obtained will nest be noticed, with such eondnsions npon 
' the subject as the occasion may seem to make desirable. The princi- 
pal facts developed by the inquiry have been carefully analyzed and 
tabulated, and the schedules will be found hereto annexed. Notea 
of the examination in the several counties, with special mention of 
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interesting individual eaaes, hereinafter appear and form a part of 
this report. As the facts regarding the children examined have here- 
tofore been reported to the Board bj the vice-president, no extended 
mention of this class here is deemed to be necessary. 

NuuBEB OF Paitfebs £xuiraE3}. 

There are in the State fifty-six (56) county poor-houses, and includ- 
ing those of New Tork and Kings conntieB, six (6) city almB-honses. 
There are also two (2) town poor-honses, both of which are situated 
in Qneens connty. The conntiea of Hamilton and Schnyler have no 
poor-honses, or other institations for the dependent classes. 

At the time of the inqairy these institationd contained, in all, 
twelve thoQsand six hnndred and fourteen (12,614) paaper inmates, 
of whom twelve thonsand two hundred and seventy-five (12,375) 
were white, and three hundred and thirty-nine (S3d) colored. Of 
these six thonsand three hnndred and eighty-fonr (6,884) were males, 
and six thonsand two hnndred and thirty (6,230) females. The num- 
ber wlio were single was seven thousand two hundred and fifty-three 
(7,253) ; married, two thousand five hnndred and ninety-nine (2,599) ; 
widows, one thonsand five hundred and thirty-nine (1,539) ; widowers, 
one thousand two hundred and twenty-three (1,223). Of those single, 
five hnndred and eighty (580) were idiots, and two thonsand one 
hnndred and seventy-nine (3,179) children under sixteen years of age. 

Schedule No. 3 shows the location of the several poor-houses and 
alms-houses, and the number of pauper inmates each contained at 
the time of the examination, and schedule No. 3, shows the number 
of snch inmates, by counties. 

The following is a statement of the number of paupers in each of 
these class of institutions : 
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This statement embraces the paupers coming from the fixed popu- 
lation only. As other measures were being taken by the Board for the 
examination and registration of transient paupers, this class was not 
included in the inquiry. 
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BiBTHrLAOEB. 

The birtliplaeee of the panpers ezaminod, as far as could be sacer- 
tained, are showo hj the following statement : 

New York 6.035 39.92 

Other States of the Union 80O 6.34 

Canada.. 170 1.S5 

Other North American British Provinces 33 ,17 

England 503 4. 

Ireland 4.828 84.31 

Scotland 118 .93 

Wales .- 19 .15 

France / 90 .71 

Germany 1,123 8.90 

Other Enropeeu countries 175 1 . 38 

Other countries 19 . 15 . 

Unascertained 313 1 .^ 

Total 13,614 100. ' 



The birthfJaces, b; oonnties, are shown in schedule No. 4. 
BiBTH 07 Pabsnts. 

The information as to the birthplaces of the parents of the persons 
examined was, in most cases, obtained with great difficulty. The 
poor-hooses contained no records bearing on the subject, and the 
superintendents and keepers had but little knowledge regarding the 
matter. The statements of the paupers upon the subject had, there- 
fore, mainly to be taken. In many cases these were too young, or 
lacked the intelligence to give reliable accounts as to their parentage, 
and others, as the insane, and many of the aged and infirm, it was- 
found had no definite recollection of their aucestors. The statements 
upon this point, therefore, are not as full as could be desired. The 
facts obtained upon the subject may be stated as follows : 
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Schedule No. 5 shows the facts obtained relative to tUe birth of 
the parents of the panpers examined, by counties. 
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AUXH FArPBBS. 

The aohediile of iaquiries was bo framed as to collect all the infw- 
mation poesible bearing upon the subject of alien p&upers. Id the 
examination of the paupers of foreign birth, carefal inquirj was, in 
all cases, made as to the time they had been in the United States, 
how long in this State, as to the port at which they landed, and also 
whether naturalized. The information obtained upon this point has 
not as yet been fully analyzed, but it shows that the poor-houses and 
alme-houses of the State contain a very considerable number of 
unnaturalized foreign'bom persons, many of whom have been public 
burdens from the time of their landing in the country. It is believed 
that the varioas oaylums, hospitals and other public charities of the 
State also give shelter to large nnmbers of this class. A portion of 
these reach na at the port of New York, a portion at the ports of other 
States, but by far the larger nnmber by way of Canadian ports. The 
evil has become one of great magnitude, and is likely still further tc 
increase nnleas proper corrective measures are applied. 

AOEB AT THE TTMB OF BBOOUINQ XhUATBB OF PoOB-HOUSBS. 

The iW;s regarding this matter were obtained with great, difficulty 
in consequence of the absence of proper records, as before stated, 
npon the subject. The books containing the original entries of admis- 
sions, in the cases of many of the older inmates, could not be found, 
and the statements of the persons had to be taken npon the subject. 
The following shows the ages at which dependeoee commenced accord- 
ing to the facts as obtained : 

HmnlMr. FiiMiitag*. 

At birth 422 8 . 36 

Under 2 years 276 2.19 

2 years and nnder 5 485 8.S4 

6 years and under 10 . 88» 7.05 

10 years and nnder 20 1,006 7.98 

20 years Mid and^ 80 2>070 16.41 

80 years and under 40 SilfiT 17.10 

40 years and under 60 1)748 18.82 

50 years and nnder 60 Ii448 11.48 

60 yetvs and nnder 70 1>21S 9.6£ 

70 years and nnder 80 669 5.80 

Over 80 years 241 1.91 

Total 13.614 100. 
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From this statement it appears that four hundred and twentjr-two 
(422) became inmates of poor-hoosee at birth, aad two thoasand six 
hundred and fiftj-six (3,636), or over twentj-one per cent, before 
arriving at the age of twenty years. The nnmber becoming depend 
ent betweea the ages of twenty and uxty years, the period in life of the 
greatest physical and mental activity, was seven tnousand four hun- 
dred and thirteen (7,418) or nearly fifty-nine per cent, while only 
two thousand one hundred and twenty-three (3,128), or less than 
seventeen per cent, had been compelled to accept publie aid after 
they were over sixty years old. The facts regarding the matter are 
given, by counties, in schedule No. 6. 

Aqbs at thh Tjkb of the Examination. 
The ages of the persooa at the time of the examination may be 
summarized as follows ; 

NdihIht. Pircttiaci. 

Under 2 years 373 2.96 

3 years and under 5 403 3.19 

6 years and under 10 854 6.77 

10 years and under 16 549 4. 35 

16 years and under 20 336 3.66 

20 years and under 30 1,411 11.19 

30 years and under 40 2.068 16.40 

40 years and under 50 1,838 14.49 

50 years and under 60 1,638 12.99 

60 years and under 70 1 , 638 12.19 

70 years and under 80 1,163 9.22 

Over 80 years 458 3.59 

Total ;. 12,614 100. 



By the foregoing statement it will be observed that at the time of 
the examination two thoosuid one hnndred and seventy-nine (3,179), 
or nearly eighteen per cent, of the inmates of the poor-houses were 
under sixteen years old. The number betw^n that age and sixty, 
was seven thousand two hundred and eighty-one (7,281), or more 
than fifty-seven per cent, and the number over sixty years, three 
thousand one hundred and fifty-four (3^154), or about twenty-five per 
cent. Of the latter, four hundred and fifty-three (453) had passed 
the age of eighty years. Schedule No. 7 shows the facts regarding 
the ages of the paupers when examined, by eonnties. 
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Lenoth of Tikb m T'oob-hohsks. 
Tbe length of time spent in poor-booBes b; the persona who were 
iamates st tbe date of the inqauy, appears as follows : 

KUDbar. ParceDtafie. 

Less than one year 3*085 24.46 

lyear and less than 3 years. .^ 1.628 13.91 

2 years and less than 5 years 3i455 27.39 

5 years smd less than 10 years 3>293 18.17 

10 years and lees than 30 years 1.581 13.53 

20 years and less than 30 years. 423 8.35 

SO years and less than 40 years , . 112 ,89 

Over 40 years 38 .30 

Total 1 12,614 100. 



The entire time spent by all of these persons in poor-bonses, at 
the date of the examination, amonated, in tbe i^gregate, to sixty-one 
tbonsaad five hundred and ninety'-five (61,695) years. 

Tbe average time in the various counties varied from 3.76 to 10.72 
years. Tbe highest average appeared in the rural connties, and the 
lowest in counties in which are sitnated large cities. Tbe average time 
of dependence of all the inmates amounted to nearly 4.88 years. 

The facta relative to tbe matter, by conuties, are shown in schedule 
No. 8. 

Othbb FOBits OF Kblisf Fobkishbd. 

Tbe preceding statement does not give tbe full measure of relief 
which bad been extended to these persons. It was found, by tbe 
examination, that many of tbem, before entering the poor-booses, bad 
been in asylums, hospitals, or other charitable institutions, as public 
beneficiaries. The facts upon this point, however, could not be 
obtained with sufficient fullnesa to give accurate results. A laige 
portion of those of adult age admitted having received out-door aid, 
and many of them for a number of years. It is believed that great 
abases have heretofore, and still exist, to a large extent, in the admin- 
istration of this mode of public relief, which need to be corrected. 

EDaOA.TI08. 

The educational attainments of the persons examined were probably 
obtained with greater accnracy than any other matter connected with 
the inquiry. In all oases in which doubt existed regarding the 
declarations of the persons upon the subject tbe appropriate test was 
applied. The number of persona examined over sixteen years of age. 
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exclnBive of nnteachable idiots, was nine thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-fire (9,855). The ednoatioDsl attainmentB of these were aacAr- 
' tained to be as follows : 

Unable to read or write 3)106 81. 5S 

Oonld read only 1,447 14.68 

Coaldread and write... 2>884 34.19 

Beceived a fair common-Bchool ednoation 3t918 29.61 

Total 9,855 100. 



The forgoing Btatement ehowB the inmates of poor-bonses to be 
generally uneducated, only two thousand nine hundred and eighteen 
(2,918), or S9.61 per cent, having received the advantages of a com- 
mon-school training, a very few of them being advanced in the higher 
grades of learning. The number without any education whatever was 
three thousand one hundred and six (3,106), or 31.53 per cent, while 
one thousand four hundred and fbrty-sflven (1,447), or 14.68 per cent, 
could read only, and two thonsand three hundred and eighty-four 
(2,384), or 34.19 per cent, could read and write. Schedale No. 9 
gives the details upon this subject, by counties. 

HABrrs. 
In tracing the habits of the persons examined great difficulties 
were, in most cases, experienced, owing to a general inclination to 
conceal the practices of early life. A few indeed freely admitted 
having had habits of inebriety, but, in the majority of cases, the facts 
ref^ing the matter were given with great reluctance. In arriving 
at conclusions upon Uie snbject, the opinions of the superintendents 
and keepers were, therefore, in all cases obtained. The information 
secured upon the matter has been carefully summarized as regards all 
{$ those ovu- eixte«i years of age, and <A proper intelligence, and may 
be stated as follows : 
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If we apply the ratio of temperate and intemperate obtained in 
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the cases whose habits were determined, to the unascertained cases, 
ve have the following residtB : 
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The proportion of intemperate among the male inmates appeared 
mnch greater than in the case of the females. The ratio of intem- 
perate in the former was 84.36 per cent; in the latter 41.97 per cent; 
of both |ezeB, 62.23 per cent. The facta upon the subject are shown, 
by connties, in schedule No. 10. 

Habits of Pabentb. 
The difflcnltieb heretofore referred to in obtaining information 
regarding the habits of the persons examined, were fbnnd to exist in 
a mnch greater degree in pnrsning the inquiry as to the habits of 
their ancestors. In many cases there was an evident desire to con- 
ceal the facts npon the subject, while others, owing to their yonth, or 
because of imbecility or mental infirmities, were wholly incapable of 
giving any reliable testimony in the matter. The information upon 
this point was, therefore, obtained mainly from the enperintendents 
and keepers, and it is as full as practicable to secure. The following 
is a statement of the results obtained ; 
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K the ratio of temperate and intemperate thus eatablished in the 
cases whose habits were determined, be applied to the tinascertained 
cases, we have the following results : 
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SehednleKo. 11 shows the facts secured npon this point, by connties 
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Habits op thb iMaAHS. 
The namber of insane ezamiDed was foar thousand and forty-BeveD 
(4,047). As these were, generall;, chronic cases, and manj of them 
of long standing, it was found extremely diflicult, in most instances, 
to trace their former habits. In the insane departments of the alms- 
honseB of New York and Kings connties, especially in the former, 
the records were quite full upon the subject, but in the other counties 
the statements of the officers in charge were wiioUy relied upon in 
the matter. The information obtained upon the subject, applied to 
the unascertained cases according to the ratio of temperate and intem- 
perate established in the casea whose habits were ascertained, g^ves 
the following results regarding the habits of the insane examined : 
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The facta regarding the habiu of the insane will be found in 
schedule No. 12, by counties. 

Fketioub Ocoupations. 

The previous occupations of the persons examined, exelusiTo of 
idiots and children under sixteen years of a^, it was learned, had 
been as follows : 

Ifumtwr. Per csnUgs. 

Laborers 2>086 21.17 

Domestic 3.844 89.01 

Agricultural 629 6.38 

Mechanical Ij421 14.41 

Commercial 185 1.88 

Professional 109 1.11 

No ocenpation 827 8.39 

Unascertained 764 7.65 



Total 9>855 100. 



Schedule No. 13 exhibits the facts, by counties, as ascertained upon 
this subject. 

Fbbvious Indubtbul Habits. 

The opinion very generally prevails that the poor-houses and alms- 
houses of the State give shelter largely to persons who, through mw- 
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fortnne in bilainees or otherwise, liare falleD from high estate, and are 
conaegneatly entitled to great pablic consideration. The facts 
obtained b;' the inqairy, howerer, do not, by any means, warrant tiiis 
opinion. Id examining the intelligent adalt iDmatee, their preriona 
pecuniary condition and habits of life, as regards indostry, thrift and 
saving, were in all cases carefully inquired into, and the informatioa 
obtaioed apon these points accordingly noted. It was thus learned 
that hut few of them had erer owned any real estate or been possessed 
of otlier property to any considerable extent. An occasional ezcep* 
tional case was tbund, but the mass confessed to idle and shiftless 
habits in early life with little or no thought regarding the future. 

That these persons prematurely break down, and sink to the line 
of public dependents, is !n no wise surprising ; indeed, it is but the 
legitimate result of neglected early opportunities. It is believed that 
a very large portion of tlie inmates of the poor-houses and alms-houses 
of the State at present are of this class. The facts relative to a groat 
number of individual cases of this character in the several counties 
are hereinafter given. 

It is gratifying to be able to state that our charitable institutions 
afford ample shelter and care for every case of unfortunate depend- 
ence, and that the people are swift to relieve their every necessity. 
In view of the fiiets just stated, however, should not the lines between 
voluntary pauperism and unavoidable dependence be more sharply 
defined ; and while we recognize the claims of helplessness, from any 
cause, to suitable protection and care, should not more stringent cor- 
rective measures be adopted as regards the idle and shiftless classes of 
community, who, in the end, are likely to become pablic depend- 
ents I This would seem to be demanded both from consideration of 
the welfare of society and in strict justice to tliose who are compelled 
to bear its burdens. 

GoHDinON OF AhOESTOSS AMD OTHER NSAB KbLATITBS. 

In all the poor-honses were fonnd, at the time of the examination, 
more or less inmates whose ancestors were paupers, and who had also, 
living or dead, other near pauper relatives. The information upon this 
snbject was obtained with considerable fullness in the rural conn- 
ties, where the history of pauper ^milies was generally well known 
to the officers and others assisting in the examination. In the cities^ 
however, hut little could be learned bearing upon the subject. 

Of the whole number of persons examined it was ascertained that 
three hundred and ninety-seven (397) or nearly 3.15 per cent were 
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the offiipring of pauper &t)ier8, and one tlioneand three hnadred and 
Bixty-one (1,361) or 10.79 per cent of psnper mothers. The depend- 
ence extended back to the third geoeratioD in fifty-fire (56) caeea on 
the paternal, and in ninety-two (92) caaeB on the maternal Bide. One 
thonsand one hmidred and twenty-two (1,122) had (living or deed) 
panper brothers j nine hundred and fiily-one (951) paaper Bisters 5 
one hundred and forty-three (143) pauper nnclee, and one hundred 
and thirty-two (132) pauper aunts. Tlie facts regarding this sub- 
ject, by oonnties, are given in ecliednle No. 14. 

GeOUPIHQ op FaMILIEB IK P0OK-HOU8E8. 

The number of families represented by the persons examined was 
ten thousand one liiindred and sixty-one (10,161). It will be thus 
Been that two thousand four hundred and fifty-three (2,453) of the 
paupers were grouped in femilies. The following facts were ascer- 
tained regarding these families: 

The total number of persons in these fitmilies (three generations, 
living and dead), known to have been dependent upon public charity, 
was fourteen thousand nine hnndred and one (14,901); the total num- 
ber of insane in thesamefamilies(]ivinganddead), four thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-eight (4,968); the total number of idiots in the 
same families (living and dead), eight hundred and forty-four (844) ; 
and tlie total number of inebriates in the same families (living and 
dead), eight thousand eight hundred and sixty-three (8,863). 

Schedule No. 15 shows the facts upon these points, by counties. 
CoKDmoH or the Childbek of Foob-bodbs Imutss. 

The number of heads of families in the poor-liouees, at the time of 
the inquiry, consisting of one or both parents, was two thousand seven 
hundred and forty-six (2,746). These were said to have, in all, seven 
thousand and forty (7,040) living children. The condition of these 
children was stated to be as follows : In poor-houses, one thonsand 
and ten (1,010); in asyluma, one hundred and forty-nine (149); in 
hospitals, two (2) ; in refuges, twenty-nine (29) ; in prisons and peni- 
tentiaries, nine (9); bound out, three hundred and forty-six (346); 
self-supporting, four thousand five hundred and eighty-six (4,586) ; 
condition unascertained, nine hundred and nine (909). 

It is thus shown that one thonsand five hundred and forty-five 
(1,545), or nearly twenty -two per cent of these children of porfr-house 
parents, were also in the line of public dependents either as panper 
or criminal, many of tliein, doubtless, to remain public burdens 
through life. There is good reason to believe that a considerable 
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portion of those wbose condition could not be aectirtained were alto 
dependent. 

Schedule No, 16 classifies the facts obtained npon these points, by 
conntiee. 

' Ezisima CArSB or Depbndeho^. 

Owing to the length of time that a large portion of the persons 
examined bad been inmates of poor-houses, it was found to be wholly 
impracticable, in most cases, to determine the remote or exciting 
cause of the pauperism. The immediate or existing cause of depend- 
ence, or the condition of the persons at the time of the investigation, 
was, therefore, inquired into, and the tacts obtained were noted 
accordingly. The following is a statement of the condition' in which 
the various persons were found when examined : ' 

number. Pa c«il>c*> 

Homeless children (illegitimate) 312 2.47 

Homeless children (abandoned) 433 3.43 

Homeless children (by death of father) 277 2.20 

Homeless children (by death of mother) 154 1 . 22 

Homeless children (by death of both parents) .... 107 . 85 

Homeless children (by pauperism of parents) 674 5 . 34 

Homeless children (by imprisonment of parents). . 74 .59 

Homeless women abandoned by husbands 204 1 . 62 

Homeles; women by death of husbands 74 .59 

Old and destitute...., 2t081 16.50 

Permanently diseased 795 6 . Si 

Temporarily diseased 463 3.68 

Crippled , 240 1.90 

Deformed 17 .13 

Blind 303 3.40 

Deaf mutes 29 .23 

Insane 4.047 32.08 

Idiots 580 4. 60 

Epileptics 268 2.13 

Paralytics 322 2.55 

Feebleminded 894 8.12 

Vagi^nt and idle 767 6.08 

Total 12,614 100. 

It appears from the foregoing statement that two thonsand and 
thirty (2,030), or 16.09 per cent of the persons examined were, from 
Tarions causes, homeless children, and that two hundred and serenty* 
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eight (278) were homeless women became of the abandoaraent or 
death of their husbands. The number of old and deetitnte persooi 
was two thousand and eighty-one (2,081) ; the number who were per- 
manentlj disabled seven hundred and ninetj-fire (795) ; temporarily 
disabled four hnndred and 8izt7-three(468); the crippled and deformed 
nnmbered two hundred and fifty-seven (257) ; the blind three hundred 
and three (303) ; and the deaf and dumb twenty-nine (29). The nnm 
ber suffering from special infirmities, as insanity, idiocy, epilepsy, 
paralysis and general feebleness of mind, was five thonsand six hun- 
dred and eleven (5,611); the number of vagrant and idle, seven 
hundred and sixty-seven (767). 

At tlie time of tlie inquiry it tbas appears that most of the inmates 
of the poor-bonsei had reached a condition of ntter helplessness ; bnt 
the testimony shows that this helplessness, arising from disease, 
insanity, old age, etc-, was induced largely by immoral and sensual 
habits, long indnlged, or by habits of shif tlessness an d idleness, which 
in many cases might have been arrested by early proper measures. 
Most of them had then passed the period in life in which to correct 
the evils resulting from such habits and indulgences, and the public, 
in consequence, is compelled to bear the burden of their support. 

The condition of the persons examined is shown, by counties, in 
schedule No. 17. 

Fdtdbs of teb Inuatbb of Poos-hovbes. 
The inquiry was extended in all oases, so as to determine, as nearly 
as possible, the probable future of each of the inmates of the poor- 
houses. In arriving at conclusions in the matter, the character of 
the persons examined, their age, the length of time they had been 
dependent, and their mental and phj'sical condition, were taken into 
consideration, and the opinions of the officers and others aiding in the 
inquiry were, in all cases, obtained. The following are the coDcla> 
sions reached npon the subject : 

Nnmba. Pcr««Dtwe. 

Permanently dependent 8(145 64.57 

Will probably recover 1.116 8.85 

May recover nnder proper training 1*379 ]0.93 

Future doubtful .. ; 1,974 15.65 

Total 12,614 100. 



Scbedale No. 18 shows the probable future of the persons exam- 
.ined, by counties. 
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NOTES OF THE EXAMmATlON. 



In the notes of tlie ezaniination following, will be found brief 
descriptions of tbe buildings in nse for the poor in the several 
counties ; the number of persons in each, at the time of the inquiry, 
their sex, age, nativity, etc., and also special mention of individual 
cases, representing the variona classes of paupers in the respective 
localities. These facts appear by counties, alphabetically arranged. 

Albaitt OomiTT. 

The alms-house of Albany eity and county consists of three brick 
buildings, having accommodations, in all, for two hundred and fifty 
persons. The insane asylum, also of brick, is situated on the g^nnds 
of the alms-house, and furnishes room for about fifty patients. The 
institution is under the control of the common council of the city of 
Albany, but receives paupers from all the towns of the county. Two 
of the buildings are old, but the other has been erected only a few 
years. They are, generally, in good repair, and arranged so as to 
allow a partial classification of the inmates. The institution is pleas- 
antly located in the city of Albany, 

At the time of the inquiry the institution contained two hundred 
and fifty-nine (2S9) pauper inmates, including seventy-five (75) insane. 
Of these one hundred and forty-three (143) were males, and one hun- 
dred and sixteen (116) females. Two hundred and fifty were white, 
and nine colored. Ninoty-two were natives of New York, four of 
other States of the Union, two of Canada, and one hundred and fifty- 
eight were foreign bom. The birthplaces of three could not be 
ascertained. The parents of two hundred and' twenty-seven on the 
paternal, and two hnndred and thirty-one on the maternal side, were 
of foreign birth. Fifty-one were under sixteen years of agej one 
hnndred and twenty-two between the ages of sixteen and fifty ; and 
eighty-six were over fifty years old. Fifty-six had been inmates less 
than one year ; one hundred and thirty-four one year and less than 
five years ; sixty-six five years and less than twenty ; and three over 
twenty years. The time spent by all the inmates in the alms-house, 
summed up at the time of examination, amounted to nine bundred 
and seventy-four years, or an average, to each person, of 3.76 years. 

Bat few of the inmates presented evidences of intelligence or former 
respectability. A considerable nnmber of those in middle life were 
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oalypartislly disabled, and tweDtjr-fire of tltem were claesed as viu;- 
ranta. Fifty-one of the men and twenty-flix of the women were oon- 
firined drnnkarde, and all the others of adnltage, except sixteen, were 
Bftid to have been addicted, more or less, to habits of inebriety. Fifty- 
three had received a iair education, while one hnndred and forty-two, or 
over sixty-eight per cent of those of mature age, were nnable to read. 

The namber of families represented in the institntion was two 
hundred and thirty-three. These families, ae far as could be ascer- 
tained, had produced, in three generations, three hundred and seven- 
teen dependents, ninety-one insane, ten idiote, and two hnndred and 
thirty-one inebriates. Five of the inmates were the offspring of 
pauper fathers, and thirty-three of pauper mothers. Twenty-five had 
pauper brothers, and niaeteeu pauper sisters. There wwe seventy- 
Beven heads of families, consisting of one or both parents, in the insti- 
tntion. These were said to have one hnndred and fifty-five living 
children, of whom eighteen were in poor-houses, fonrteen in asyloms, 
five in refugee and twenty-seven bound oat, thus making, in all, 
sixty-four, or over forty-one per cent, dependent. The number of 
such children said to be self-supporting was seventy-seven ; the con- 
dition of fourteen could not be ascertained. 

The following were some of the more remarkable family groups 
observed in the institution : A man and his wife, aged respectively 
forty-three and forty years, had with them two children, both boys, 
one aged fifteen and the other nineteen years ; all were said to be 
intemperate, and one of the boys liad been an inmate of the peniten- 
tiary ; there were also two other children belonging to t)ie family, 
one of whom, a son, was in State prison, and the other, a daughter, 
in the house of refuge; a widowed woman, with two illegitimate 
children, aged respectively three and five years ; the woman had led 
a dissolute life and was given to habits of periodical inebriety ; the 
children were intelligent, and it was said would probably soon be 
placed in an asylum ; a single woman, with an ill^timate child 
seven years old ; a widowed woman with a child five years of age; 
a married woman aged thirty-three, with four cliildren, ranging in 
ages horn one to seven years, abandoned by her husband ; a woman 
with three small children, the husband being in the penitentiary; a 

Z' ther and sister, aged respectively seven and five years, the mother 
d, and the father intemperate ; two young children, broUiera, 
abandoned by their father ; two other young children deserted by 
their father, their mother being in the insane asylum ; a sister and 
brother; who have other sisters and brothers supported by outside relief, 
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also abandoned by tbeir father ; two brothers, both feeble minded, the 
father of whom died intemperate, abandoned by their mother ; and a 
married woman, heretofore in jail for vagrancy and drunkenness, no^ 
insaae, having a child with her four years old, an idiot and blind, the 
father being a^d and feeble minded, and formerly an inmate. 

The inBtitntion contained a considerable namber of persons who 
had long led vagrant lives, and others In whom dependence was 
doubtless indnced by the debasing influence of pauper and criminal 
associations. The following, among others, were cases of this class : 
A single woman, forty years old, of foreign birth, and nine years in 
the United States, the mother of seven illegitimate children, only 
one being alive, and this cared for in an asylum ; the woman degraded 
and debased, and soon .again to become a mother ; a widowed woman 
sixty-four years old, had two sons in the penitentiary; the woman 
and her sons, as well as other members of the family, said to be 
grossly intemperate; a colored child, illegitimate, deserted by its 
motSer; a boy four years old, father dead, mother in the asylum; 
both said to have been intemperate; a man aged fifty yean, intem- 
perate, and formerly in the penitentiary ; a woman forty-four years 
old, feeble minded and intemperate, the mother being insane ; an 
iilegitimate girl aged fifteen years, bom ia the poor-house, mother 
intemperate and a panper ; a boy nineteen years old, epileptic, both 
parents drunkards ; and an idiot boy aged nineteen years, the parents 
intemperate aud paupers. 

The probable fntnre of the inmates of this inetitntion may be 
stated as follows : Permanently dependent, one hundred and eighty- 
seven ; will probably recover, twelve ; mayrecover if proper agencies 
are employed, twenty-two ; future doubtful, tliirty-eight. 

The provision for the care of the chronic insane of this oonnty 
is wholly inadequate to that purpose. The building is small, and 
at all times over crowded. The authorities began the transfer of this 
class to the Willard asylum upon its opening in 1869. The number 
of chronic insane in the alms-house asylum was seventy-five ; in the 
Willard aaylnm, one hundred and twenty-two; total supported by 
the county, one hundred and ninety -seven. 

An arrangement exists in the county hy which dependent children 
are placed in appropriate asylums. A large portion of those now in 
the alms-house are too young, or diseased, so as to preclude their 
admission to these institutions. The city and county contribute 
moderately toward the maintenance and care of the children while in 
the wioas asylumfi. 
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ALLXOAirr Oouhtt. 

The poor-hotue of this coantj is situated near Angelica. It is an 
old bnilding, vith small rooms badly ventilated, and unsnited for 
claesiJi cation. The sexes are separated at uiglit, but duriDg the day 
the association is necessarily indiBcriminate. The institution has do 
adequate accommodatioDB tor the chronic insane, and this class are 
mainly sent to the appropriate State asylam. 

The inquiry showed sixty-three (63) inmates, twenty-eig^t (28) 
males and thirty-five (35) females. Seven of these were under sixteen 
years of age ; the others were mostly in advanced life, twenty-seven 
being over sixty, of whom six had passed the ^ge of eighty years. 
Fifty-four were natives, thirty-seven of whom were bom in New 
York. The parentage of the parents of the inmates was also largely 
native. Nearly one-fonrtb of those of adult age had been confirmed 
drnnkards before admission, and many of the others were said to have 
been given, more or lees, to habits of inebriety. They were generally 
ignorant, twenty of those of adult age, or nearly thirty-two per cent, 
being unable to read, and only tea had received a fair edncation. . 

This county does not suffer to any great extent from transient or 
tramping paupers, the inmates of the house belonging generally to 
the class of fixed dependents. The number of families represented in 
the institution was fifty-six. These families had produced, as far as 
could be learned, one hundred and two public dependents, in three 
generations ; twenty-six insane ; seven idiots, and fifty-five habitual 
drunkards. The present inmates had, in the aggr^ate, been sup- 
ported by the county five hundred and fit^y-two years, or an average 
of 8.76 years for each person. Fonr were descendants of pauper 
fatliers ; thirteen of pauper mothers ; and, in two instances, the 
pauperism was traced back to the third generation. Thirteen were 
parents having thirty-six living children. Of these five were in poor- 
houses, six bound out and three in asylums; the others were said 
to be self-supporting. 

A vigorous system of placing out children now exists in this 
county, and its results are apparent in a steady decrease in the 
number of paupers. The county still suffers .to considerable extent, 
however, from the practice of retaining children in the poor-house 
in former years, several of the present inmates having been in the 
institution in childhood. These, after being placed in familieo, in 
time returned, and have since continued to be public burdens. 

The following were some of the families grouped in the institu- 
tion: Two sisters, both insane, the mother of whom was also 
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iDsane aod a pauper; two men with their wives; and three women, 
each haviDg a cliild. One of these womeo, seventeen ^ears old, was 
in the poor-honse in early life, her mother being then a pauper 
inmate. After remaining some time in the institution she wae pro- 
vided for in a family, but returned before sixteen years old, to give 
birth to an illegititnbte child, and it is quite probable that she will 
hereafter continue to bo a public charge. The child, being in the 
third generation of a tamily of panpers, gives bnt little hope of 
becoming self-supporting, nnless early removed from poor-house 
inflnenoea and placed under proper anpervision. 

The fn^re of the iumates of this institution may bo eumined up 
BB follows: Fifty-five will probably remain dependent through life ; 
three will, doubtless, go out and become self-aupporting ; and the 
future of five is uncertain. A portion of the latter are children. 
These, if early removed and saitably provided for, may be educated 
to usefulness. 

Aa before stated, the building of this county has long been in use, 
and it will soon need to be replaced by a new and better designed 
Btrnotnre. 

Bboohb Oountt. 

The Broome county poor-honee, recently built, is pleasantly situated 
oboQt three miles from the city of Binghamtoo. The plan of the 
edifice comprises a centre building and two lateral wings. The 
centre aud right wing are completed, and it is said that the left vring 
will soon be erected. The building is constructed of brick, is three 
stories in height, and when finished according to the plan adopted, 
will accommodate two hundred inmates. It ia plain and substantial, 
and properly designed for its purposes. 

At the time of the examination the institution contained forty-four 
(44) male and thirty-four (34) female pauper inmates, making a total 
of seventy-eight (78). Four of these were under sixteen years, three 
of whom were infants. Twenty-eight wore between the ages of 
sixteen and fifty ; forty-one between fifty and eighty ; and five were 
over eighty years old. Fifty were natives of New York, thirteen of 
other United States, and fifteen were of foreign birth. 

The evils incident to the rearing of children in the association of 
adnlt paupers received an effectnal check in this county in 1868, by 
the removal of the children then in the county poor-honse to the 
Susquehanna Valley Home, at Binghamton. Since then all the 
dependent children of the county have, from time to time, been sent 
to that institntioD, and the expenses met by annual appropriations by 



sdbvGoogIc 



116 Annual Report of the 

the board of snpervisors. The chronic iDBane are generally pro- 
vided for at the State asylnm at Ovid, thns leaTing only the aged, 
sick and infirm under county care. 

The county is still burdened, however, with anpporting a consid- 
erable number of persons who, in early life, were inmates of the 
poor-bouse. Many of these, after a stay of a few years, were placed 
in family homes, but failed to retain their places and returned to the 
institatioD. Of those present four were the offspring of pauper 
fathers, and eleven of panper mothers. One had a pauper grandfather, 
and two, pauper grandmothers. There was also considerable group- 
ing of brothers and sisters, and other near relatives in the older 
inmates of the institntion. Among these the following may be 
noted: 

A man and his wife, aged respectively fifty-two and fifty years, 
with their daughter, twenty-two years old, constituted one family 
group. The parents had been inmates of the house only a short time, 
but it was stated that they and the entire family, consisting of five 
children, had been largely aided outside for a number of years. The 
danghter was sent to the poor-house when a chOd, the father being 
then in the penitentiary. She remained in the institution about six 
months, was then placed back in the family, but soon returned, and 
has spent most of ber time since then in this and other poor-houses. 
She married at nineteen but soon separated from her husband. The 
brief time spent by this woman in the poor-houee, when a child, 
seems to have broken down all self-respect, and she will, probably, 
remain hereafter a public charge. It will be fortunate if society is 
not also burdened with the support and care of her offspring who 
may be born in misfortune. " 

Another family group was composed of a widowed woman aged 
seventy-five, a married daughter aged forty-three, abandoned by her 
husband, and a granddaughter, unmarried, aged eighteen years. The 
first of these had been an inmate five, and the two latter eadi six 
years. They had all been aided outside several years before admis- 
aion to the institntion. All were intemperate, and it was stated that 
other members of the family were addicted to habits of inebriety. 

A man aged eighty-four, and his wife, seventy years old, had been 
inmates only a few months. Each had been twice married. The 
former had eight, and the latter three living children, all said to be 
self-supporting. It would seem that the parents of so many children 
able to provide for themselves should hava been spared the degrada- 
tion of becoming public dependents in their declining years. 
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An aged man and Ms wife, both of whom were iDBane, had been 
tn the inBtitation nearly six jeare. They were very q^niet,- and it was 
stated required no special supervision. It was learned that they have 
two children who are self-supporting, but without the ability to pro- 
vide ooitably for their parents in their infirmity. 

Two yoong, nnmarried women, each the mother of an illegitimate 
child, were alao jmnatas. One of these women, twenty-one years 
old, was Bent to the house, when a child, with her mother and three 
sisters. She was afterwards placed in a family, bat failed to retain 
her place, and sabseqnently was committed to the penitentiary. A 
few months since she retnmed to the honse where she gave birth to 
her child. She appeared to be thoronghly debased, and will, proba- 
bly, coDtinae a pnbllc burden. The other woman had been an inmate 
nearly a year, and was employed in the kitchen. It is the intention 
to remove both of the children when they arrive at the age of two 
years. 

The inmates of the house, at the time of the examination, repre- 
sented aizty-nine families. These families, in three generations, had 
produced, so far ae could be ascertained, the following: Public 
dependents, one hnudred and eighteen \ insane, thirteen ; idiots, 
fifteen ; inebriates, ninety-seven. Twenty-one of those present were 
parents, having, in all, forty-seven living children. The condition of 
these was said to be as follows : In poor-honses, eight ; bound out, 
fonr; self-supporting, thirty-three j condition nnascertained, two. 

The following is the probable f nture of the inmates of this institu- 
tion: Permanently dependent, sizty-uine ; may recover nnder proper 
influences, seven ; future doubtful, two. At the time of the inquiry 
the inmates bad been supported at the public expense, in the aggre- 
gate seven hundred years, or an average to each person of 8.97 
years. 

Oattakacods ConnTT. 

The Cattaraugus county poor-house, erected in 1868, is pleasantly 
located near Machias. It is a plain, three-story, stone edifice, warmed 
by furnaces, well ventilated, and fully supplied with water brought 
by pipes from enduring springs. There are also several out-buildings 
occupied by the paupera, the entire institation furnishing accommo- 
dations for about one hundred and fifty persons. 

Upon the occasion of the inquiry the institution contained ninety- 
one (91) panper inmates, including thirty-five (35) chronic insane, of 
whom fifty (50) were males and forty-one (41) females. Twenty-eight 
were foreign born ; fifty were born in New York, and six in other 
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Stfttea of the Union. The birthplaces of seveD conia not be a«c«r- 
taioed. Five were under sixteen jears of age ; forty-one between 
sixteen and fifty ; thirty-six between fifty and eighty ; and nine 
were over eighty years old. The large proportion of aged persona, 
as it thuB appears, was a noticeable feature in the character of the 
inmates, most of whom were infirm and helpless. 

The ages of the inmates, when received in the institution, show 
the proportion of those in early life to have been much smaller than 
the general average in the State. Eleven only were admitted under 
twenty-one years of age ; forty-eight when between the ages of twenty 
and fifty ; twenty-eight when between fifty and eighty ; and fonr 
after they had paaeed the latter age. Forty-six had been inmates less 
than five years ; forty-three five years and less than thirty ; and two 
had been nnder care each over forty years. The time apent in the 
house, by all the inmates, when examined, a^regated six hundred 
and six years, or an average to each person of 6.66 years. 

Of the Beventy-aeven adnit persons in the institution, eijfbt men 
and twenty-two women claimed to be totally abstinent ; twenty-nine 
of the men and ten of the women were intemperate ; and nineteen 
were said to be habitaal drunkards. The proportion of intemperate 
in the parents of the inmates, as far as ascertained, was quite small. 
The educational attainments of the inmates were as follows : Forty- 
eight of those of matm% age had received fair common scltool instruc- 
tion ; three could read and write ; four could read only ; and twenty- 
two were without any education. 

Tlie number of families represented by the inmates of the institu- 
tion was eighty-three. These families, in three generations, ae far as 
uonld be learned, had produced, in all, one hundred and seven 
dependents; fifty-eight insane persons; nine idiots; and fifty-one 
inebriates. Six of the inmates had panper mothers, and two pauper 
fathers ; while the pauperism could be traced to tlie third generation 
only in a single instance. Twenty-four were parents having fifty- 
three living children. Of these four were in poor-houses ; seventeen 
bound out ; thirty self-snpporting, and the condition of two was in 
doubt. 

An efficient plan of placing ont children exists in this county, and 
Bs a result only eight of the inmates were found grouped in families, 
as follows; A man and his wife, aged respectively sixty-five and 
sixty-seven years, both intemperate but said to be nsefnl in the insti- 
tntion ; two sisters, unmarried and both insane ; a woman with two 
young children, abandoned by her husband ; and a widowed womau 
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with two Qlegitimate children, both born in the poor-honse. Two of 
the children were Boon to be placed in families, and the others 00 
arriTing at proper age. 

The insane women occnpj the upper atory of the main bnilding. 
The rooms are comfortable and have the conveniences to secure clean- 
liness. The insane men are mostly provided for in the detached 
bnildiQgs. The connty has but two chronic insane at the State ineti- 
tntion. The facta r^arding some of the idiots, insane and those 
suffering with other forms of disease, inquired into and designed to 
show the probable causes of the infirmities, ai^ here given. An in- 
sane woman thirty-seven years old, mother and one brother also insane ; 
an idiot, female, twenty-six years of age, near consanguinity in tlie 
parents and the mother a pauper; an insane woman, aged thirty- 
eight, her father grossly intemperate, no other insanity in the family ; 
an insane man serenty-lbar years old, has a brother feeble-minded, 
and a daughter insane ; an educated man aged sixty-six, insane nine- 
teen years, said to have been very studious, but at times intem- 
perate ; an insane man sixty-four years old ; one brother, insane ; 
parents first coDsins ; a man aged forty two, insane fifteen years ; 
a sister also insane, parents said to be feeble-minded ; a married man 
fifty-three years old, suffering with chorea; mother and grandfather 
tlios diseased, and has a son and daughter eo affected; a feeble- 
minded woman, aged forty years, of incestuous parents ; has an ille- 
gitimate child born in the poor^honse, said to be intelligent; and aa 
idiot boy fifteen years old, father weak-minded and intemperate. 

Other cases are here noted, showing tlie various phases of pau- 
perism in the county, and tending to throw light upon its sources. 
A man aged sevens-two, a widower, nineteen years an inmate, a 
good mechanic, bnt very intemperate ; a woman fifty years old, said 
to have led a dissolute life, now sick and enfeebled ; has had four hua- 
bands, the whereabouts of none of whom are known ; an aged woman, 
twelve years an inmate and apparently respectable ; twice married, 
both hnebands drunkards; has two children of whom she has no 
knowledge; a man eighty-four years old, four years in the bouse, 
grossly intemperate, and had a dissolute daughter who died in the insti- 
tution ; and a woman aged fifty-three years, of foreign birth, un- 
known in the county, and admitted on account of temporary disease. 

The probable future of the inmates of this institution may be 
summed up as follows: Eighty-three will doubtless remain dependent 
through life ; two will probably go out and provide for themselves ; 
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one ma^ be nutde Belf-sapportlug if properly trained, and the fntore 
oi live ie in doubt. 

Catuga OonNTT. 

The poor-house of Cayuga connty is located in the town of Sennett, 
about Uiree miles from Anbom. It is a snbetaotial brick edifice, in 
good repair, and meets appropriately the object to which it is applied. 
The grounds are well laid out and planted, and the place baa an air 
of great neatness and comfort. The institntion will accommodate 
about one hundred and fifly persons. 

The house containedt eighty-four (81) pauper inmates at the time 
of the examination, of whom twenty-two (32) were chronic insane. 
The number of males was forty-seven (47) ; females thirty-seven (37). 
Forty-one were natives of New York; ten of other States of the 
0uion ; tbirty-two were foreign bom, and the nativity of one was 
unknown. The parentage of the inmates, as far as ascertained, was 
about equally native and foreign. 

All of the inmates, except five, were over sixteen years old, and 
these were under two years. The number between the age of sizteea 
and fifty was twenty-one ; between fifty and eighty, fifty-four ; over 
eighty years, foUr. The proportion of aged, it will be thus seen, was 
nnnsually large, and only three were observed who could properly be 
classed as vagrants. Five became dependent at birth j forty-three 
when between the ages of ten and fifty ; twenty-seven when between 
fifty and seventy ; and nine after they were seventy years old. 
Nineteen had been in the house less than one year ; forty-two one 
year and less than ten years ; twenty-one ten years and lees than 
forty J and two more than forty years. The whole time spent in the 
poor-house by all the inmates, at the time of the inquiry, footed up 
six hundred and twenty-seven years, or an average each of 7.46 
years. 

This county was among the first to avail itself of the accommoda- 
tions, by the State, for the chronic insane. There were forty of this 
class in the poor-house at the opening of the Willard asylum in 1869. 
At the time of the examination it contained twenty-eight, and the 
Willard asylum was providing for thirty-nine, thus making sixty- 
seven chronic insane in all, being then supported at the expense of 
the county. Those in the county institution were generally cases of 
long standing, and but little could be learned regarding their early 
life. The accommodation u provided for them are quite comfortable, 
and they appeared to receive such attention and oare as their oondi- 
tion seemed to require. 
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The orphan »nd destitute children of this county, for a number of 
yean, hare been provided for in the Oayuga Asylum for Destitute 
Children, at Aabnrn. The effect of this Bystem has been generally 
to doter persons with ohildreu from breaking up their families and 
entering the poor-house. As a result the county is remarkably 
exempt &om that species of pauperism running through successive 
. generations] as is the case in many localities. The imnates, at the 
time ef the examination, represented eighty-two families, the only 
instance of family grouping being in the case of a young unmarried 
girl with two illegitimate children. The number of dependents in 
three genwations of these families footed up one hundred and one ; 
the number of insane twenty-four ; the number of idiots sixteen ; 
uid the number of iuelHiates ibrty-seven. Only two of those under 
care had pauper fathers, and but sis pauper mothers. In no instance 
could the pauperism be traced to the third generatiou. 

Twenty-one of the inmates were parents, said to have fifty-five 
living children, situated in life as follows : In poor-houses, fonr ; in 
asylums, fonr ; bound out, seventeen ; self-supporting, thirty-five ; 
condition nnknown, ten. Twenty-seven of the adult inmates had . 
received a common school education ; four could read only ; eight 
could read and write, and thirty-two were without any education 
whatever. Fifteen were said to be strictly temperate ; thirty-two 
confessed habits of inebriety ; while in twenty-four cases nothing could 
be learned as r^;ardB their habits. 

The following cases of those examined are noted, as showing to 
some extent, the sources of pauperism in the county : A man sixty- 
eight years old, discharged several times since first admitted and always 
returning intoxicated ; could be provided for by children were he not 
intemperate; a g^rl twenty-one years old, neglected in childhood, 
now a vagrant ; an insane man aged seventy-three, admitted at fifty- 
nine and has never been at the State asylum ; a man twenty-seven 
years old, idiotic, father intemperate ; an idiot, male, aged fifty, 
provided for by mother until thirty-three years old, when she was 
compelled from age and lack of means to relinquish his care ; a man 
twenty-nine years old, an idiot, six years in tUe house; father, 
mother and brothers and sisters formerly paupers, and pareuts intem- 
perate; a woman aged sixty, admitted eleven years ago with her hus- 
band, who was intemperate and is now dead; and a single man thirty- 
^ years old, committed to State prison for burglary, became insane, 
and was sent to the poor-house ; is probably incurable, and wholly 
dependent. 
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It is probable that soventy-flve of tlie inmates of this house will 
bnrden the public throDgh life ; three will doubtless go out and provide 
for tbemselves; five may become Belf-«npporting nnder proper man- 
agemeot ; and the fntore of one is doubtful. 

Chadtadqda Comrrr. 

The Chantanqna county poor-house, erected in 1869, is pleasantly 
located on the northerly shore of Cliantaaqna lake, near Mayville. 
It is a well constructed, convenient, three-story brick structure and 
will accommodate and properly classify two handred and fiftiy inmates. 
The edifice presents a fine appearance externally, and the inside is well 
and appropriately furnished. The grounds are under-drained, graded 
and finely laid out and planted, and the institution throughout has 
an air of great neatDess and comfort. 

The number of panper inmates when the examination was made 
was one hundred and sixty-one (161), of whom eighty*eight (88) were 
males and seventy-three (73) females. Of these, seven were under 
sixteen years of age; twenty-four were between sixteen and thirty; 
fifty-six, between thirty and fifty; sixty-three, between fifty and 
eighty, and eleven were over eighty years old. Tlie proportion of 
aged was quite laige, and nearly all were of tlie helpless and infirm 
classes. Fifty-four were admitted before reaching the age of thirty 
years ; seventy-six when between the ages of thirty and sixty ; twenty- 
seven when between sixty and eighty, and four after they had passed 
the age of eighty years. Twenty-four had been inmates less than one 
year; one hundred and one, over one year and lees than ten years; 
thirty-three, ten years and less than thirty, and three over thirty 
years. When examined, the entire time spent in the institution, by 
all the inmates, aggregated one thousand and nineteen years, an 
average of 6.83 years to each person. 

The birthplaces of the inmates were as follows ; New York, eighty- 
four; other States of the Union, thirty-five; Canada, two; foreign 
countries, thirty-seven ; unascertained, tliree. The birtliplaces of the 
parents, as nearly as could be learned, was divided about equally 
between the United States and foreign countries. A better intelli- 
gence was found to exist among the inmates of this house than gen- 
erally in institutions of like character. Eighty-three of those of 
adult age, or nearly fifty-five per cent, were said to have had the 
benefits of a common school education ; six of the others could read 
and write ; seventeen could read only ; while the residue wore 
entirely ignorant. Of the men, nineteen claimed to be wholly abati- 
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Dent ; flftyeiglit admitted being intemperate ; and the habits of four 
coald not be satisfactorily learned. Of the wometi, twelve were 
classed as inebriates; forty-fleren as entirely temperate; and the 
habita of eleven could not be ascertained. The proportion of the 
parents of the iomates said to be temperate was unusually large. 

The persons under care in this house represented one hundred and 
fifty families. The namber of dependents in tbeee families, in three 
generations, living and dead, summed op two hundred and thirteen ; 
the number of insane ninety-eight ; the number of idiots seven ; the 
number of inebriates one hundred and five. The pauperism waa 
traced to the third generation only once on the matei'nal and twice 
on the paternal side. Seven had paoper fathers, and nine pauper 
mothers. There were thirty-seven heads of families in the insti- 
tution having eighty-one living children, said to be situated in 
life as follows : In poor-houses five ; in asylums one ; in refuges 
one; bonnd out nineteen; supporting themselves forty-nine; condi- 
tion unknown six. Well directed elFort^ have been made by the 
proper officers of this county, for a number of years, to provide for 
its dependent children outside of the poor-house. A few are sent to 
the Saint Mary's Orphan Asylum at Dunkirk, but by far the greatest 
portion are placed directly in families. The results are shown in the 
small number of children among the paupers who are in the line of 
public dependents. 

The only grouping of families in the institution, at the time of the 
examination, was as follows ; A man and his wife, the former aged 
thirty-nine and the latter thirty-eeven years, with three children and 
a grandchild, the parents said to be asefnl and the children intelli- 
gent ; two brothers and a sister, aged respectively twenty-two, nine- 
teen and sixteen years, all feeble minded ; the parents feeble minded, 
and also five other of their children ; a man aged sixty-two years, 
and his wife aged sixty-three years ; have both been inmates of the 
house fourteen years, before which time they spent several years in 
other poor-houses, reputed to have two children, but their condition 
unknown ; the man intelligent but intemperate, vile, and thoroughly 
debased ; the woman feeble minded ; a widowed woman aged thirty- 
six years, with two children, the yonngest illegitimate ; and a debased 
and degraded woman with an illegitimate child, deserted by her 
busband. 

The general character of the inmates of this institution, and some 
of the causes operating to prodnce pauperism in the county, are 
sliown by the following cases taken from the notes of inspection : A 
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respectable man eigbty years old, once wealthy but lost Mb property, 
deserted by bis children ; a weak minded man, entered the poor' 
honee when foarteen years of age, now fifty-one years old ; tt man 
eighty-nine years old, very intemperate, serenteen years an lamate ; 
a single woman forty-five years old, intemperate and paralyzed; 
father said to have been an inebriate and mother addicted to opium 
eating ; a feeble minded woman aged thirty-4iine years, came to the 
poor-boose twenty-two years ago with an illegitimate child, since 
married ; hnsband probably in some other poor-honee ; an idiot, 
male, aged twenty-nine years, admitted when eight years old ; grand- 
father pauper, fether drnnkard, and other members of the family 
paupers ; a man eighty-four years old, thirty-seven years an inmate, 
apparently respectable, and said to be temperate ; another man, aged 
eighty-nine, temperate and seemingly well preserved ; was recently 
admitted and has no near relatives; a man seventy-one years old, 
intemperate, seven years in this and two years in other poor-honses, 
said to have a family in Canada; a soldier of the war of 1812, and a 
British soldier, both aged ; the former pensioned bnt refuses to reside 
with his family, the latter friendless ; a feeble minded woman, aged 
fifty years, seven years an inmate ; two of her grandparents and alao 
several other members of the family, panpers ; a woman aged thirty- 
two, admitted to the hoose when twelve years old, with fatlier, 
mother, two brothers and an infant sister; was afterwards placed 
out but returned, gave birth to an illegitimate child, and subsequently 
married a pauper ; a vagrant womui, very intemperate, aged forty- 
two years and married, hnaband blind and probably in some other 
poor-house; another woman of the same class, also intemperate, 
several years an inmate of the poor-houses of this and other States, 
and known to have been once in jail for drunkenness ; and a woman 
fifty-five years old, admitted when twenty-two as a vagrant ; said to 
have been married bnt the condition *£ her husband is unknown ; 
has been discharged from the house and returned repeatedly for the 
past thirty-five years, during which time she has had six illegitimate 
children. 

Included in the nnmber of panpers examined were sixty-eight (68) 
chronic insane, thirty (30) men and thirty-eight (38) women. These 
occupy a separate building and are nnder the chat^ of attendants 
employed tor the purpose. The accommodations, while somewhat 
crowded for the past year or two, have been recently extended and 
improved. As yet the county has not transferred any of this claae 
of insane to State custody. 
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The following CRses, selected from the notes of inspection regard- 
ing the insaoe, idiots, paralytics, epileptics, etc., show the general 
character of these classes in the county, and also fbrnishea considera- 
hle data as to the sonrces of these infirmities : A man aged fifty-two 
years, intelligent but grossly intemperate, partially paralyzed from 
exposure while intoxicated, sixteen years a pauper, and once in jail ; 
a single man twenty-eight years old, insane and mother also insane ; 
an epileptic, single man, twenty-six years old, has near relatives also 
insane ; a woman ^ed sixty-one, the mother of ten children, insane 
twenty years ; no other insanity known in the family ; a single woman 
thirty-two years old, insane nine years, has had a brother and two 
sisters insane ; ft (German woman aged thirty-three years, said to have 
been sent to this country by fnends soon after giving birth to an ille- 
gitimate child ; has been ten years a pauper inmate, now insane ; is 
married and has two living children, bnt has no knowledge at present 
regarding the whereabonts of her hnsband ; an epileptic girl in her 
twentieth year, fonr years an inmate, grandmother said to have been 
insane, but no insanity in others of her family ; a married woman 
aged thirty-five years, bom in Sweden and only three years in the 
conntry ; admitted at the age of thirty-fottr, insane, with five children 
all said to have been bom within eight years ; the hnsband does 
nothing toward her support, the children provided for in homes; an 
idiotic woman forty-five years old, nine years an inmate ; had a brother 
weak minded, and has a niece idiotic and a panper inmate ; no record 
as to her parents ; and a man aged sixty-seven, twelve years insane, 
very intemperate; father also intemperate, and has an inebriate 
brother once an inmate. 

One hundred and forty-six of the inmates of this honse were • 
regarded as fixed dependents ; two seemed likely to go ont and 
maintain themselves ; three had capacity to become self-SQpporting If 
properly trained ; and the condition of ten was snch as to involve 
their iiiture in donbt. 

OHamnsG Oomnr. 

The poor-bonse of this connty is situated near Breesport. It is a 
wooden strncture in fair repair and comfortably famished. The in- 
Btitntion will accommodate about seventy persons. 

When the examination was conducted the house contained thirty- 
six (8$) inmates, twenty (20) males and sixteen (16) females. Twenty- 
one of these were natives of New York, nine of other States of the 
Union, and six were foreign bom. All except one had passed the 
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gge of Bizteen yeare. Eighteen were between the ages of Bixteen and 
fifty years; six betweea fifty sad seventy, and eleven were over 
seventy years old. One was born in the poor-house; twenty-oue 
became dependent before arriving at the age of fifty years ; eleven 
when between the ages of fifty and eighty, and three after they were 
eighty years old. Seven had been ioinates leas than one year; eigh- 
teen, one year and less than ten years, and eleven over ten years. 
The namber of families represented in the institntion was thirty- 
three. The aggregate duration of life spent by the inmates in the 
poor-house, when examined, was two linadred and twenty-five years, 
equivalent to an average of 6.25 years to each person. 

This county has had a thorongh system of placing children in 
families for a number of years, and for the past ten years considera- 
ble numbers have been provided for in the Southern Tier Orphan 
Asylain, at Elmira. As a result of snob action, there is, at present, 
bat little grouping of families in the poor-house, and the number of 
fixed dependents in the county is, each year, steadily decreasing. 
Only two of the inmates had pauper parents, and the dependence 
extended back to the third generation in but a single instance. The 
whole number of dependents belonging to the families represented in 
the institution, in three generations, living and dead, was forty-one ; 
idiots, nine; inebriates, eleven. Two of the inmates were parents 
having three living children. Of these two were in poor-houses, and 
one was said to be self-supporting. The chronic insane of this county 
are provided for mainly at the State asylum for this class. 

It ia qaite certain that thirty-two of the inmates of this bouse will 
continue dependent the remainder of their lives; one will probably 
go out and become self-supporting ; two may be trained to provide for 
themselves if soon removed and placed under proper iofiuences; and 
the future of one is regarded as nncertain. 

Chehanqo Codntt. 

This connty has made very good provision for its dependent classes. 
The poor-house is a commodious frame bailding, in good repair and 
properly designed for its uses. A comfortable bailding near by is 
used for the chronic insane, most of this class being retained under 
county care. The institution is pleasantly situated near Preston, 
about six miles from Norwich. It will accommodate one hundred 
and twenty-five inmates, exclusive of the insane. 

The number of persons under care at the time of the examination, 
ittdoding twenty-two (22) chronic insane, was eighty-five (85), of 
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whom thirty-nine (39) were males and forty-six (46) females. Four 
of these were colored. Sixty-one, or nearly seventy-two per cent 
were bora tn New York ; ten in other United States and eight in 
foreign coantries. In six oases the places of birth could not be deter- 
mined. The birth of the parents was also mostly native, a considera- 
ble portion being of the New EDgland States. There were only eight 
inmates of the honse under sixteen years of age, two of these being 
infants. Twenty-fonr were between the ages of sixteen and forty 
years; twenty-five between the ages of forty and sixty; twenty-three 
between sixty and eighty, and live had passed eighty years of age. 
Four became depeodent at birth ; sizteea before they had reached 
the age of twenty years ; thirty-seven when between the ages of 
twenty and fifty ; twenty when between the ages of fifty and seventy, 
and eight aft«r they were seventy years old. Eleven had been in the 
honse less than one year ; twenty-one, over one year and less than 
five years ; tbrty-nine, five years and less than twenty ; three, twenty 
years and less than forty, and one more than forty years. The sum- 
ming up showed that the average time spent in the institntion by the 
then inmates, was 7.02 years, or an aggregate of five hundred and 
ninety- seven years. 

The inmates of this institntion, upon the whole, were above the 
average of this class of persons in intelligence and apparent req>ecta- 
bility. Thirty-two of those of adult age were edncated in common 
schools ; five of the others had learned to read and write ; ten 
could read only, and eighteen were withont any edncation. Fire of 
the men and twenty-one of the women clumed to bo strictly temperate, 
while nineteen of the former and two of the latter were said to have 
habits of inebriety. The habits of two of the men and sixteen of 
the women could not be ascertained. Bnt little coald be learned 
regarding the habits of the parents of the inmates. As far as ascer- 
tained, however, the greater portion it was said were temperate. 

For the past seven years this coanty has provided for a portion of 
its dependent children in the Sasqnehanna Yalley Home, at Bing- 
hamton, and for several years previoosly, and also at the present time, 
has an efficient plan of placing sach children in femilies. The resalt 
is shown in the almost entire absence of any &mily grouping in its 
panper class. Of those examined six were descendants of pauper 
mothers, and two of pauper fathers, but in no instance did the pao- 
perism extend back to the third generation. The following were the 
only oases in which there were two or more inmates of the same 
ftmily : A married woman aged twenty-seven, with an illegitimate 
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child, abandoned by her hnaband; a single frooian fiilj-nine yesn 
old, tainted with Indian blood, and an illegitimate daughter, thirtj- 
nine years old, insane, both aided onteide eeveral years before admiB- 
sion ; a mother and her child, aged reepectirely fifty and seven yetov, 
abandoned by hnsband ; a woman aged forty-five years, deserted by 
her hnsband, ten years an inmate, and her feeble minded child, nine 
years old ; has also one child at the State Idiot Aaylam, and two 
said to be Belf-snpportiog ; and an insane woman, forty-three years 
old, with an infant. 

In the &milieB of the inmates examined, there were known to have 
been, in three generations, one haudred and five dependents ; thirty- 
two insane ; eighteen idiots, and thirty-seven inebriates. Twenty-two 
of the inmates were heads of families, having, as far as eonld be as- 
certained, sixty-one living children. Of these, five were in poor- 
houses, six in asylums, and ten bound ont ; twenty-nine, it was said, 
were maintaining themselves; the condition of eleven could not be 
learned. It is thought that seventy-five of the persons examined will 
hereafter remain paupers ; one probably will go out, and one may be 
BO trained as to be self-supporting, while the future of eight is 
involved in donbt. 

The following &cts obtained regarding a portion of the cases 
examined are here given, as showing the general character of the 
dependent persons of this county, and, at the same time, throwing lig^t 
npon the sources of pauperism, disease and insanity : A man fifty- 
one years old, vagrant and idle, recently admitted; had a paaper 
sister ; a man aged twenty-one years, illegitimate and an idiot, 
thirteen years in the State Idiot Asylum ; mother licentione and 
dissolute ; a boy thirteen years old, with congenital deformity of the 
lower extremities ; is bright and intelligent but entirely helpless ; 
parents said to be temperate and respectable ; an idiot, male, aged 
thirty-six years, thirty years an inmate, and said to be illegitimate ; 
a girl aged sixteen years, bom in the poor-house of an adjoining 
county ; committed to this house as a vagrant at the age of fourteen 
years ; offers but little hope of reformation ; a girl eighteen years 
old, was thrown into the fire when an infant, by her mother, who was 
at the time intoxicated, and then sent to the poor-house, where she 
has since remained ; is badly deformed in the face and probably with- 
ont remedy ; a woman aged thirty-four years and feeble minded ; 
had a pauper brother, bnb no information obtained as to her parentage; 
a girl fourteen years old, remarkably intelligent, two months an 
inmate ; confirmed in habits of vagrancy and vice, and said to have 



.vCoo^^lc 



Stats Board of CsAitrrrxa. jjgQ 

been neglected in earl; childhood ; father intemperate ; a man aged 
forty-eigiit years, auknovrn in the county, committed on account ef 
eicknese ; is believed to have been guilty of criminal practices, and 
probably has been in State prison ; an unmarried girl eerenteen 
years old, fairly intelligent, recently admitted ; was orphaned at the 
age of twelve years, since which time she has been homeless and at 
service ; a woman, said to be one handred and two years old, and 
twelve years an inmate ; parentage and habits of early life nnascer- 
tained ; a single woman aged eighty-six years, of Kew England 
parentage, twelve years in the hoase ; is temperate, fairly intelligent 
end respectable, the last of her family generation, and a fair type of 
some twenty other inmates ; an idiot boy thirteen years old, five 
years an inmate ; is filthy and beastly in hia habits, and the father 
said to have been grossly intemperate ; a vagrant boy thirteen years 
old, admitted at the age of seven years, placed aflierwards in an 
asylum but returned to the house; an epileptic girl aged nineteen 
years, recently admitted, father intemperate; an insane woman fifty 
years old, once at the State aeylam, and fourteen years an inmate of 
the house ; abandoned by her husbaad, and hopelessly incurable ; 
another insane woman, also fourteen years an inmate, after treatment 
at the State asylum, and likewise deserted by her husband ; and a 
widowed woman eight years insane, two years at the State asylum ; 
no other insanity in her family. 

The helpless condition of the inmates of this house will be seen 
by the following statement of the conclusions arrived at during 
the examination, regarding their future : Seventy-five will hereafter, 
probably, remain paupers ; one seemed likely to go out, and one may 
probably be trained so as to become self-supporting. The fntore of 
the others was considered donbtfnl. 

Clinton Codhtt. 

This county began the erection of a new poor-honse in the spring 
of 1874, which was completed and occupied at the close of that year. 
It is a substantial, well arranged brick edifice, situated near the site 
of tho old house at Beekmantown, six miles from Flattsburg. It will 
accommod^tte about one hundred and twenty-five persons. 

At the time of the inquiry the paupers occupied the old bnilding. 
The number then under care was fifty-two (52), of whom thirty-seven 
(37) were maleii and fifteen (15) females. Three were under sixteen 
years of age; twenty-one between the ages of sixteen and forty; 
twenty-three between forty and eighty ; and five were over eighty 
9 
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fears old. Eleven became paupers before arriving at the age of 
twenty years ; twer.ty-two when between the ages of twenty and 
fifty ; sixteen when between fifty and seventy ; and three after they 
had passed the age of seventy years. Ten had been inmates less than 
one year ; seventeen, one year and less than five years ; thirteen, five 
years and less than ten ; nine, ten years and less than twenty ; one 
over twenty ; one over thirty, and one over forty years. The Bnm 
of poor-honse life of all the inmates amounted to three hundred and 
sixty-fonr years, or an average of seven years each. 

The nativity of the inmates was as follows : New York, nineteen ; 
other United States, six ; Canada, twelve ; toreign born, fifteen. Of 
the adult intelligent inmates nineteen were wholly nnedncated ; four 
could read only ; one had learned to read and write ; and ten had 
received common school instruction. Four of the men and eight of 
the women were said to be strictly temperate ; and seventeen of the 
former and one of the latter admitted having had habits of inebriety. 
The habits of four could not be ascertained, and but little was known 
as to the habits of the ancestors. Four had pauper fathers, and seven 
pauper mothers ; and in one case the panperiem extended back to the 
third generation. There were fifteen heads of families in the honee, 
embracing one or both parents, said to have thirty-two living children, 
sitnated in life ae follows : In poor-houses, seven ; bonnd ont, two ; 
providing for themselves, tborteen ; condition unknown, nine. 

The number of families represented by the inmates was forty-seven. 
These femilies, so far as could be ascertained, had produced, in three 
generations, sixty-nine paupers, five insane, sixteen idiots, and thirty- 
six inebriates. The following cases, taken from the notes of the 
examination, show the general character of the inmates, and also 
tend to throw light upon the sources from which pauperism is derived 
in the county ; 

A man, widower, eighty-five years old, grossly intemperate, and 
his daughter, aged twenty-two years and feeble minded ; the former 
an inmate twenty-five and the latter eighteen years ; an unmarried 
woman, aged twenty-seven years, and her illegitimate child five years 
old ; a man aged eighty-five years, with a son, feeble minded, forty- 
five years old, a danghter forty years of age, also feeble minded, and 
a grandson eleven years old, an idiot, born in the poor-house ; the 
first an inmate forty-five years, the second forty years, the third 
thirty-five years, and the fourth eleven years, making an aggregate of 
one hundred and twenty-six years spent by them in the institution, 
or nearly thirty-five per cent of the time spent in the house by all of 
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its other inmates, and it wne said that several other membere of the 
family had also been paapere ; an nnmarried man, sixty-four years 
old and feeble minded, and an insane sister, single, aged fifty-three 
years ; a single woman, tventy-seveti years old, crippled, and an ille- 
gitimate child aged five years ; a married woman, blind, abandoned 
by her husband, the mother being an inmate of the poor-honse of 
an adjoining connty ; an insane, married man, aged fitlyone years, 
had been in the State prison for homicide ; is violent and destructive, 
and at times dangerous ; and an idiot, female, twenty-fonr years old, 
father, mother and one brother panpers. 

In reference to the future of the inmates of this house, it is thought 
that forty-three will remain public dependents the balance of their 
lives; one Trill probably go out and become self-supporting; five 
may provide for themselves if removed and placed under good influ- 
ences, while the condition of three was sneh as to involve their future 
in doubt. 

Colombia. Oodmtt. 

The Columbia county poor-honae is a three-story brick structure, 
Bitoated at Ghent, about ten miles from Hndson city. The location 
is pleasant and the building comfortable, and in good preservation. 
It furnishes room for about one hundred and fifty persons. 

The institution, at the time of the inquiry, was giving shelter to 
one bnndred and eighteen (118) pauper inmates, seven (7) of whom 
were colored. The nnmber of males was seventy-three (78) ; the 
number of females, forty-five (45). Their nativity was as follows : 
New York, sixty-nine ; other States of the Union, four ; foreign 
- bom, forty-three ; birthplaces nnknown, two. The parents of over 
one-half of them were said to be of native birth. All the inmates 
bnt four had passed the age of sixteen years ; thirty-two were between 
the ages of -sixteen and forty ; thirty-three, between forty and sixty ; 
twenty-fonr, between sixty and seventy ; fifteen, between seventy 
and eighty ; and ten were over eighty years old. The proportion of 
aged, it thus appears, was very large, forty-nine, or nearly forty-two 
per cent of the inmates, being over sixty years of age. Of those in 
middle life eighteen wereclassedaa vagrants. The admissions occurred 
quite lately in advanced life, fifty-three having entered the institn- 
tion after they were fifty years old. Eighty had been inmates less 
than ten years ; twenty-two, ten years and lees than twenty ; thirteen, 
twenty years and less than thirty ; two over thirty, and one over 
forty years. The time spent in U^e house by all the impates footed 
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Dp, at the time of the inqatiy, Dine handred and thirtjr-ooe years, or 
an equivalent of 7.89 jears to each person. 

Of the ninet^'-two iDtelligent adult inmateB of this inbtitatioa, 
thirty-eereu were without aoj early educational training ; eixteen had 
learned to read ; tour conld read and write, and thirty-five bad been 
instructed in common schools. Forty-eefeu of the men and ten of 
the women were said to be intemperate. Only tea, five men and five 
women, claimed to be totally abstinent, while in tweuty-five cases, 
nothing satisfactory conld be ascertained regarding tbelr habits. A 
majority of the parents, it was said, were temperate. 

The inmates of the iostitntion, when examined, represented one 
hundred and fourteen families. It was ascertained that there bad 
been in these &milieB, in tliree generations, one handred and forty- 
three paupers ; twelve insane ; thirty-two idiots, and one hundred and 
twenty-seven intemperate persons. Twenty-six of the inmates were 
heads of families, having fitly-one living children. Of these, eight 
were said to be in poor-houses ; two, in asylums ; ten bonnd out, and 
twenty-nine were providing for themselves. The condition of two 
could not be definitely learned. Foot were the descendants of pauper 
fathers, and seven of pauper mothers. In two instances the panper- 
ism was traced back to the third generation. It was thought all the 
inmates except ten would remain public burdens through life. 

The following brief notes regarding several of the inmates exam- 
ined, it is believed, will show the more prominent causes which 
operate to induce pauperism in this county : A man aged sixty-one 
years, with a second wile, fifty years old, married while paupers in 
the poor-bouse of an adjoining county, both niieducated and intem- 
perate, the wife being in the third generation of a family of paupers; . 
a oongenitfll deaf mute, female, thirty-six years old, born in the poor- 
house; nothing definite known as to her parentage; three idiotic 
brothers, ages respectively sixteen, eight and four years, the oldest 
nnteachable, the two others capable of being educated ; the father 
said to have been intelligent, iudustrioua and temperate, the mother 
feeble minded ; a weak minded nnmarried woman, aged twenty-four 
years, sixteen years an inmate, with an illegitimate child ten months 
old, born in the poor-house ; a feeble minded girl nineteen years old, 
having an illegitimate diild aged one month ; has also another 
illegitimate child provided for by relatives; a vagrant woman, single, 
forty years of age, sixteen years in the house ; has two illegitimate 
children bound out ; an idiot female, twenty-seven years old ; parents 
botli intemperate and weak minded ; a ^rl aged twenty yearii, illegiti- 
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mate and bora in the poor-bonse ; ia fairly iotelligent, bat ragrant 
and completely debased ; a widowed woman aged forty-six years a 
paralytic; has two children bonadont; a woman forty-^even years 
old, feeble minded, nineteen years an inmate ; has two illegitimate 
children placed oat in &milies; a widowed woman, sorenty-three 
years old, thirty-fire years in the institation, and the bnsband died in 
the hoaee; a man, widower, seventy years old, very intemperate, 
two years an inmate; a man aged seven ty-etght, strictly temperate, 
wife dead, only six months dependent ; and a married man fifty-nine 
years old, foreign bom, six years ia the oouaty and ten months in the 
house. 

This coanty very early transferred most of its chronic insane to 
State custody. It has two small buildings in connection with tbe 
poor-bouse, in which are retained a few quiet, harmless oases. These 
bnildings are also appropriated, in part, to idiots. Tbe following 
insane, among others, were notod at the time of the examination : A 
nngle man, forty-eix years old, insane twenty years; mother a pauper, 
ancthas other near pauper relatives ; was formerly violent and confined 
in a cell many years; is now qniet and a good laborer; has never 
been at a State asylnm ; a married woman, aged fifty-six years, twelve 
years insane and abandoned by her husband ; has never been treated 
at a State asylum ; is generally quiet and a good laborer ; and a 
woman Airty-five years old and married ; was eix months at the 
State asylum and has been an inmate of the house three years; is 
very qaiet and engages in general work. 

The dependent children of this coanty are temporarily provided 
for in tbe Orphan Asylum at Hadson city, and as &st as practicable 
placed thence in family homes. 

OoBTUiTD Oomnr. 
This county mooted a new poor-house in 1878. It is a plain, well 
bnilt brick structure, properly designed for its purposes, and furnishes 
room for about one hundred and twenty-five persons. The location 
is near the site of the old house, about three miles from the village 
of Homer. 

' At the time of the iaqairy, the institation contained seventy (70) 
pauper inmates, including seventeen (17) chroaic insane, of whom 
thirty-nine (39) were males and thirty-one (81) females. Forty-four 
were bom in New York, eight in other United States and two in 
Canada. Five were foreign bom, and the birthplaces of eleven conld 
not be ascertained. The parentage of the inmates, so far as coald be 
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learned, was eiIbo quite largalj native. Six of tlie inmates vere ander 
sixteen years of age ; twenty-two were between the ages of sixteen 
aud fifty years; twenty-five were betweea fifty aod seventy; and 
eeveateen were over seveat^ years old, of whom seven had passed 
the Eige of eighty years. Tweoty-five became dependent before arriv- 
ing at the age of thirty years ; twenty-nine when between the ages of 
thirty and sixty, and sixteen afler they were sixty years old. Thir- 
teen bad been inmates less than one year ; fourteen, one year and 
less than five years; thirty-two, five years and less than twenty; 
seven, twenty years and less than thirty, and four over thirty years. 
The whole period of dependence of all the inmates, when examined, 
amounted to six hundred and fifty-nine years, an average of 9.41 
years to each. 

For the past six years this eonnty has sent a portion of its depend- 
ent children to the Susquehanna Talley Home, at Bingbamton, and 
has also had an effective system of placing snch children in families. 
Previous to that, liowever, this class were retained in the pooivhonse, 
and endeavors made to educate and train them in a school connected 
with the institution. At times they were allowed to acenmulate in 
considerable Qnmbers in the poor-honse, and the county still safiere 
largely from the efiectE of the practice, many of the older paupers 
having beea iamates in childhood. Of those examined, eleven wore 
the offspring of pauper mothers, and nine of pauper fathers ; eleven 
had pauper brothers; fourteen, pauper sisters; four, pauper uncles, 
and three, pauper aunts. In three cases, the pauperism, both on the 
paternal and maternal side, was traced back to the third generation. 

The inmates, examined, represented sixty-two families. Tliese fami- 
lies, in three generations, were said to have had members conditioned 
in life as follows; Paupers, one hundred and thirty-two; insane, 
twenty-three ; idiots, fourteen ; inebriates, eighty-fonr. If ineteen 
of the inmates were parents «d' forty-three living children. Of these, 
seven were in poor-bouses; four, iuiisylumB; five, bound ont, and 
twenty-six self-supporting. The condition of -one could not be learned. 

The general character of the inmates of this honse was found to 
vary but little from that of this class in other poor-houses. Of the 
fifty-five aduk paupers of intelligence, twenty-one had been instructed 
in the branches iaught in common schools ; seven bad learned to read 
and write; twelve, to read only, and fifteen were without any educa- 
tion. Eleven of the men said they had been temperate through life ; 
nineteen adniitted habits of inebriety, and many <rf them confessed 
being confirmed dmnkards. All the women, except two, it was said, 
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nere temperate. But little could be learned regarding the )\abite oi 
tbeir anceetore. 

The following cases, taken from the notes of the inqniry, show 
the character of some of the &milie6 grouped in the inetitntioa : A 
man fifty-Beven ytere old, and a son and daughter a^d respectively 
eighteen and twenty-two years; was admitted twelve years ago with 
Lis wite and seven children ; the wife and one child died in die house; 
two of the other children bound oat, and two self-supporting; the 
father feeble minded and both of the children idiots ; &mily tempo- 
rarily aided before admission, and the preceding generation also 
paupers; a married woman aged forty-seven years and a daughter 
nineteen years old ; the mother twenty-one, and the daughter seven- 
teen years in tbe honse ; the first husband of the woman de&d, the 
second baa been in State Prison and the Penitentiary, bat his where- 
abouts at present nnknown ; the parents of the woman were paupers, 
and it is sud every member of the fiimily in three generations has 
at some time been a public charge ; all were ignorant and wea^ 
minded, ao4 generally intemperate ; an unmarried wixnao twenty- 
seven years old, with her infant child, bom in the poor hoqse ; has 
been the mother of four illegitimate children, two of whom are dead, 
and four of her sisters have also had illegitimate children; the woman 
fairly intelligent and educated, but thoroughly debased and vacant ; 
parents said to be respectable ; a married woman aged forty-seven 
years, deserted by her husband, and a daughter fifteen years old, 
also married, her husband being in jail for dmnkenness; other 
members of the family formerly paupers ; and a widowed woman 
eighty-two years of age, thirty-seven years an inmate, with her 
idiot daughter, aged lifty-five years ; the husband was intemperate 
and a pauper, and three other children were once paupers ; all largely 
aided outside for several years. 

Other cases were noticed as follows : A single woman thirty-three 
years old, five years an inmate, an epileptic, tbe father intemperate 
and a pauper; an idiot, female, twenty-one years old, legitimate 
and bom in the poor-house ; father temperate, mother intemperate and 
a pauper ; a widowed woman aged seventy years, three years an 
inmate ; has two children self-providing ; a married man sixty-three 
years old, paralytic, grossly intemperate and said to have lad a life of 
debauchery ; a paralytic woman, fifty-seven years old, married ; long 
intemperate ; an idiot, male, aged forty years, the eleventh of a 
family of fourteen children, father intemperate; a woman seventy 
years old, one-fourth Indian blood, intemperate, twenty years an 
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Inmate ; an naeducated blind man, aged thirty years, seventeen yean 
a panper in various poor-houBes; two other blind children in the 
family, one of whom died a pauper ; and a married man sixty-fonr 
years old, intemperate ; father, mother and two hrothorB panpers, 
tbe first also intemperate. 

Tbe clironio insane of this connty are provided for in a single story 
wooden bnilding, situated near the poor-house. Tbe building has 
recently been altered and repaired, yet it bas few conveniences neces- 
sary for its pnrposes. The more violent and excited insane are sent to the 
appropriate State Asylnm. Among the cases examined were the fol- 
lowing; A woman aged sixty-six years, thirteen years an inmate, and 
was never at any State Asylam ; father, and one brother and a sister 
have been paupers ; an educated woman seventy years old, twenty 
years an inmate, a waif, and the duration of tbe insanity unknown ; 
an unmarried man aged forty-eigbt years, twenty years insane and an 
inmate, and never at any State asylum; father intemperate; and a 
married woman fifty-fonr years old, nine years an insane inmate 
without treatment at the State asylum ; is intemperate, and six other 
membera of her family, inclnding the father, are said to be inebriates. 

Tbe probable future of tbe inmates of this institution was summed 
np AS follows: Permanently dependent, sixty-one; will go ont and 
provide for themselves, three ; may become self-supporting if soon 
removed and properly encouraged, two ; futnre doubtful, four. 

Delawabe Oodntt. 

The poor-house of this county is situated near Delhi. The bnild- 
ing is a plain wooden edifice, iu fair repair, and furnishes room for 
about one hundred persons. Its location is pleasant and the accomo- 
dations appear to be suffioient for tbe present requirements. 

The number of paupers at the time of the examination was fortyt 
five (45), of whom twenty-seven (27) were males and eighteen (18) 
females. Thirty-two of these wei» native born and thirteen were 
foreigners. Two were under five years old ; twenty-five were between 
the ages of twenty and sixty years ; fifteen between sixty and eighty, 
and three had passed the ftge of eighty years. One was born iu the 
poor-house ; eighteen were admitted before arriving at the age of 
forty years ; seventeen when between tlie ages of forty and sixty, and 
nine after they were over sixty years old. Six had been dependent 
leas than one year; eighteen, one year and less than five years; thir^ 
teen, five years and less tlian ten, and eight over ten years. Tbe 
entire time spent by all the inmates in poor-bouses was two hundred 
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and oinetj-eight years, equivalent to an average of 6.63 years to each 
person. 

Of the thirty-seven inmates of mature age, sixteen, or over forty- 
three per cent were vithont any edacation. Three had learned to 
read only ; four could rend and write, and t'oarteen were said to have 
received common school instraction. Sixteen of the men admitted 
habits of inebriety, and iive claimed to be totally AbetitioDt. Only 
two of the women, it was said, Were known to be intemperate. The 
habits of the parents, as far as could be learned, were aboat equally 
divided as between temperate and intemperate. The futare of the 
Inmates of the institution m^ be stated thus: Thirty-nine will prob- 
ably continue dependent throagh life; one doubtless will, iand one 
may become self-supporting, and the future of four is quite uncertain. 

This county, in 1869, entered into arrangements with the Susque- 
hanna Valley Home, at Binghamton, for the temporary care of its 
dependent children. Since then, all of this class have been sent to 
that institution, and thence placed outas opportunities offered, in fami- 
lies. Before this arrangement was efTected the children were sent to the 
poor-house, and while there exposed, more or less, to the association 
with adnlt paupers. The evil effects of tliis practice are still seen in 
the connty, many of the older paupers having been inmates in early 
life. Of those examined, four were the offspring of paaper&thers, 
and seven of panper mothers, and, in two instances, the line of pau- 
per descent was traced through three generations. The number of 
inmates who were heads of families was twelve. These, it was 
learned, had twenty-three living children, thne situated: In poor- 
houses, six ; in asylums, three ; bound out, three ; self-supporting, 
seven ; condition unknown, four. The inmates carae from forty-two 
families, of which sixty-one members, in three generations, had been 
paupers ; nine, insane ; eight, idiots, and forty-seven inebriates. 

The following were among the paupers examined in this house: 
A man aged seventy years, said to be temperate, and but two months 
an inmate, and his widowed danghter, twenty-two years old, having 
an iltegimate child, aged ten months; a single woman aged twunty- 
four years, illegitimate, and neglected in early life, having a child 
two years old, also illegitimate; an unmarried woman sixty years of 
age, uneducated and twenty-five years an inmate; another single 
Woman, sixty-six years old, in the third generation of paupers in her 
&mily, and seven years in the house ; also another unmarried woman 
aged seventy-seven years, uneducated but temperate, thirty-one years 
dependent; a married woman, forty-five years of age, an inmate 
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three years ; haa one child in an asylum find three Belf-eupporting ; a 
widowed woman aged Bizty-one years, fifteen years in poor-hoaae, 
and previotuly aided several ycare ontside ; is an habitual opium eater, 
and deserted by her husband j a 'single maQ fifty-seven years old, 
foreign bora and three years dependent; is educated butrery intemp- 
erate J an idiot male, thirty-six years of age and a pauper five years ; 
&ther intemperate and mother once in the poor-house; the entire 
family aided a number of years outside ; also another idiot male, 
aged forty-six years, twenty-«eveu years an inmate, the father and 
mother having been paupers ; and a woman ninety-fonr years old, 
widowed and eight years in the house ; has three children, but their 
whereabout at present unknown. 

This county early began to transfer its chronic insane to the Wil- 
lard Asylum. At the time of this examination it had nine of this 
class under State care and four iu the poor-house. The latter were 
all quiet, harmlesB cases, and in associatiou with the other inmates. 

DnroHKss Codhtt. 

The number of panpers of this connty, under care, at the time of 
the inquiry, was, males, ninety-five (95) ; females, sixty-seven (67) ; 
total one hundred and sixty-two (162). Of these, ninety-twb (92) 
were at the Butchess county poor-hoose, and seventy (70) at the 
Poughkeepsie city alms-house. Six of those in the former and eight 
in the latter were colored. 

The Dutekeaa aounty poor-houae is situated at Washington Hollow, 
fifteen miles from the ijity of Poughkeepsie. It is a three-story frame 
building, in fair repair, and will accommodate about one hundred 
and fifty persons. There is a separate building on the premises for 
the superintendent and his family. The location is pleasant and 
healthy, and the institution, though not fully supplied with modern 
conveniences, appears to be, for the time being, adequate for its 



At the date of the examination the inmates were divided, as to sex, 
as follows; Male, fifty-six (56); female, thirty-flx (86), Five were 
under sixteen years of age; thirty between the ages of sixteen 
and sixty years, and fifty-two were over sixty years old. Of the 
latter, five had passed the age of eighty years. Fifty-four were born 
in this State; five in other States; one, in Canada, and the residue 
■were foreigners. Two became dependent at birth ; forty-one before 
reaching the age of fifty years, and forty-nine after they were fifty 
years old. Twenty-two had been in the house less than two years ; 
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fortj^eeven, two years and less than ten ; twenty-one, ten years and 
less than twenty, and two over twenty years. The average time 
which had been spent in the . institution by the inmates, when exam- 
ined, was 6.01 years, being an aggregate of five hundred and fifty- 
three years. 

Five of the inmates were classed as vagrants j the others were 
ge^ally feeble and infirm, and apparently proper sabjects of charity. 
Of the adult persons, thirty-nine were edncsted in common schools; 
two had learned to read and write ; eighteen to read only, and twenty- 
four were without any edncation. Forty-three of the men were 
intemperate, of whom twenty-two were said to be confirmed drunk- 
ards'; and thirteen of the women admitted that they had formed 
habits of inebriety. The inquiry showed that a considerable portion 
of the parents of these had also been intemperate. 

The dependent children coming under the direction of the superin- 
tendent of the poor of this county are sent to the Poughkeepsie Orphan 
Home at Foughkeepsie, where they are temporarily provided for, and 
afterwards placed in family homes. In this way the line of pauper 
descent in families is broken, andtheehildren of the dependent classes 
are absorbed into the self-supporting population. At the time of the 
inquiry, twenty-two of the inmates were parents, having thirty-eight 
living children, of whom only one was a pauper, while thirty-one 
were said to provide for themselves. One of the inmates had a pau- 
per father, and six pauper mothers, but in no instance, could the 
dependence be traced back to the third generation. The number of 
&milies represented in the institution was eighty-eight. Those fami- 
lies, in three generations, it was ascertained, had produced one hun- 
dred and eight paupers ; seventeen insane ; four idiots and seventy- 
niae inebriates. 

The following are some of the more notable cases examined : A 
vagrant woman aged forty-five years, widowed, with an illegitimate 
child two years old and born in the house ; the woman orphaned in 
ehildlMMd and neglected; is intemperate and debased, and had been 
in other poor-houses ; a widowed woman sixty-one years old, twelve 
years dependent, foreign born, and twenty-three years in the country ; 
has four children in the State, said to provide for themselves; s 
vonaan seventy-seven years old and ten years in the honse, uneducated, 
but apparentiy respectable; is widowed and childless; a feebl« 
minded woman aged thirty-eight years and unmarried; admitted 
when twenty-three years old ; father intemperate and mother died in 
the honae, a pauper; has bad two illegitimate children, both of whom 
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are dead ; soother weak minded woman, ttiirtj-one years old, and 
four years an inmate ; has an illegitimate child provided for in an 
asylum; a woman over seventy years old, separated from her hnsband; 
intemperate and debased, and once in jail for drunkenness ; has been 
nine years in the institution ; said to have three self-supporting chil- 
dren ; a man aged eighty-five years, only one year in the house ; is well 
edncated and seemingly respectable ; wife dead and has no childiln ; 
a single man sixty-six years old, foreign born, and thirty-eight years 
in this country ; has been a soldier in foreign armies and in the 
United States service; is intemperate and wholly aneducated; a 
childless widower aged seventy-seven, four years in the house ; is well 
educated but grossly intemperate ; once occupied a respectable station 
in society, and has held responsible public positions ; is infirm and 
wholly dependent; an intemperate single man, seventy-one years 
old, recently admitted ; has had considerable property from family 
estate, but squandered it in a life of idleness and dissipation ; a single 
woman aged sixty-five, admitted at the age of thirty-six years having 
an illegitimate child ; remained only a short time, went out and after- 
wards returned ; is temperate, indnstrions, bat unedacated ; a man 
seventy-one years old, a widower, recently admitted; is fairly educated, 
temperate and indnstrious ; has five self-supporting children ; a man 
aged forty-nine, foreign bom, educated, intemperate but vagrant; 
has been five years in this house, and is said to have spent most of his 
time in poor-honses since arriving in this country ; two sisters aged 
respectively twelve and eight years, the yonnger bom in the house ; 
both intelligent, and it is thought will soon be placed oat ; an illegiti- 
mate child, a boy one year old, also bom in the poor-house, the 
mother being dead ; and a single man aged forty-two years, intem- 
perate, and father also intemperate ; was admitted to the house with 
his mother wheu twelve years old, remained a time and was placed in 
a family but soon came back ; goes out in the summer and retams ae 
the winter approaches; has had two brothers who were paupers. 

This county has fifty-six chronic insane nnder care at the Willard 
Asylum, and at the time of the examination, there were fifteen in 
the county poor-house. There were also four idiots, one epileptic 
and four paralytics. The following are a few of the cases of these 
classes examined ; A married woman sixty-one years old, insane 
twenty-seven years, and during this time an inmate of the houae ; 
has never been at any State institntion; mother also insane; an 
anmarried man aged fifty-six years, insane seventeen years, three of 
which have been spent at the State asylum and fourteen in this house ; 
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liad an insane brother ; a man forty-seven yean old, single and insane 
thirteen years, aU of which time he has been in this institution ; and 
t single man aged thirty-four years, insaDe fifteen years, four of which 
were spent at the State asylnm ; is clean in his person and habits ; 
freqnently escapes ; the mother also insane ; an nnmarried man thirty- 
three years old,'an epileptic, recently admitted ; is educated, but very 
intemperate ; an idiot woman aged thirty years, nntil recently sup- 
ported by relatives ; will probably continne dependent ; and also an 
idiot boy nine years old and wholly nnteachable ; has been an inmate 
fonr years; father said to he intemperate. 

Afi to the futnre of the inmates of this house, it is believed 
that eighty-two will continue to be public burdens throngh life; the 
character and condition of three are such as to render it probable that 
they will go out and provide for themselves ; two may be trained to 
become self-supporting if early removed and placed under proper 
influences ; and the future of five is involved io doubt. 

Poughke^aie City Alms-hawe. — Under provision of the Legislar 
tnre, the city of Poughkeepsie provides for its own poor, and is 
relieved from any expense in connection with the county poor-house. 
The alms-house is a substantial three-story and basement brick stmo- 
ture, and has the improvements and conveniences requisite for its 
purposes. It is pleasantly located in the easterly part of the city, 
and will accommodate and properly classify about one handred pei^ 
sons. 

Upon the occasion of the inquiry, there were thirty-nine (39) male, 
and thirty-one (31) female pauper inmates. Seven ofthese hereunder 
sixteen years old ; thirty-four had passed the age of sixty years; and 
the others were in medium life, of whom nine were vagrants. Their 
nativity was as follows : Mew York, thirty-seven ; other States of the 
Union, ten ; foreign born, twenty-three. The birth of the parents 
was nearly equally divided between native and foreign. Five of the 
inmates became dependent at birth ; thirty-one before they had arrived 
at the age of fifty years ; and thirty-four after they had passed the 
latter period in life. Twenty-six had bent inmates less than two 
years; thirty-fonr over two years and less than ten ; eight ten years, 
and lees than tliirty ; and ten over tliirty years. The whole time 
•pent by all the inmates then, appeared to have been three hundred 
and twenty-«ight years, equal to an average of 4.68 years to each. 

Of the sixty intelligent adult inmates, eighteen were without any 
education ; ten had learned so as to read ; and thirty-two had received 
the benefits of common school education. Twenty-six of the mffli 
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and Bixteen of tlie women were more or less iDtttnipci-ate, and fonr- 
tuen of the former and four of the latter, it waa stated, were con- 
firmed inebriates. A considerable portion of the parents of these, it 
was ascertained, weie also intemperate. 

The number of families represented by the inmates was sixty-fonr. 
In thesefamiliesitwaslearned that there iiad been in three generations, 
in all, ninety dependents, sixteen insane, three idiots, and sixty-six 
inebriates. Thirty of the inmates were the heads of families having, 
as far as could be ascertained, sixty-nine living children. Of these, 
five were said to be in poor-houses, and sixty-fonr self-supporting. 
The city provides for the temporary care of its dependent children in 
the Poughkecpsie Orphan Home, bence bnt few cases of entailment 
of pauperism in families were found. One had a panper father, and 
ten had panper mothers; but, in no instance, could the panperism be 
traced to the grandparents. It is believed that four of those exam- 
ined will eventually provide for themselves, and that three may be 
rendered self-supporting, if sent ont and properly encouraged. Id 
fifty-three cases, the dependence will probably bo permanent, while 
the future of ten is doubtfnl. 

A brief mention of a few of the persons examined ia here made, 
which will show the general character of the iumates, as a whole, and 
also serve to throw light npon the sources through which tfaey have 
been brought npon the public for support : A single woman aged 
thirty-two years, three years an inmate, with an illegitimate child, 
bom in the house ; is intemperate and uneducated, and ber father is 
said to have been an inebriate ; has led s dissolute life and gives no 
hope of improvement ; an educated temperate man, sixty-five years 
old, and greatly enfeebled, with his wife, aged fifty-eight years, ignor- 
ant, intemperate and debased ; inmates only a few months, but proba- 
ble to remain public burdens ; a married woman f^ed tbirty-seven 
years, deserted by her hnsband ; has been several years an inmate 
with two children, one eleven and one six years old, the younger 
illegitimate and bom in the institution ; is able-bodied, intemperate 
and thoroughly debased ; a woman, married, but abandoned by her 
husband; has a child with her, bora in the house; both likely soon 
to go ont; a colored woman twenty-four years old, bom in the poor- 
house; is grossly intemperate, and has been in jail and the poniten- 
tiary for drunkenness and vagrancy ; mother, one brother and three 
sisters paupers ; a boy aged seven years, recently admitted, mother 
and one sister paupers, and father intemperate ; s man seventy-five 
years old, feeble and infirm, and in the house only a short time ; s^d 
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to have three eelf-Bupporting cbildren ; and a respectably appeanng, 
ednoated, temperate and industrious woman, aged seven t jthree years, 
three years an inmate and totally blind ; haa two children wbo pro- 
vide for themselves. 

The following are a few of the cases noted, sufieriog from insanity 
and other forms of disease: A wOmsn, widowed, sixty-nine years old 
and about twenty-five years insane; was two years at the State asylum, 
and the remainder of the time has been in the poor-house ; a mar 
ried man aged Bizty-seven, and his son twenty-eight years old and 
also married ; the fonner insane four, and the latter two years ; the 
father an habitual drunkard, the son temperate ; neither have been at 
any State asylum, and both are probably incurable ; an epileptic girl 
thirteen years old, and five years a dependent; nothing could be 
learned as to her parentage ; a woman aged tliii-ty-tbree, an epileptic, 
admitted when twenty-five years old ; father intemperate, and mother 
has led a dissolute and abandoned life ; an idiot boy aged nineteen 
yeara, seven years in the house ; father intemperate, habits of mother 
nnknown ; and also another idiot boy sixteen years old, admitted at 
the age of eight years; mother and one sister panpers; habits of 
parents not ascertained. 

The chronic insane oecnpy a detached building, and are as well 
provided for as circumstances will admit. The accommodations, 
however, are quite limited. A considerable number of this class 
have been transferred to the appropriate State asylum, and it is the 
purpose of the authorities to retain only qniet cases, under local 
control. 

Ebib Codntt. 

The Erie county poor-honse is located on Main street, about five 
miles from the business centre of the city of BuSalo. It is a substan- 
tial stone edifice, three stories in height above the basement. The 
centre building is ninety by sixty-five feet on the ground, and there are 
two lateral wings, each having an area of one hundred by forty-five 
feet. There is also a hospital building at the rear of the main struc- 
ture, eighty by forty feet in area, which contains twelve wards and 
several small rooms. The buildings are warmed exclusively by stovea, 
and are very well ventilated, but there ia A lack, at times, of an 
adequate supply of water. The location is healthy and pleasant, tlie 
grounds are well laid out, planted and kept clean, and the instita- 
tioQ has an air of neatness and comfbrt. 

The lunatic asylum, also of stone, is situated near the poor-honse 
edifice. The main building was erected in 1874. This is three storie* 
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in height and contaiiie the offices and apartments for the enperiotend- 
ent and his family, and also fumiahee room for Bome of the mare 
qoiet and better class of patients. There is a wing at the right, two 
stories high and one hundred and eighteen by fortj leet on the ground, 
oocnpied bj women, which has been in nse for several years. The 
plan of the asylum contemplates the erection of a wing at the left. 
At present, a portion of the men oecnpy small wooden pavUioiis 
siluated in the rear. 

The nnmber of persons in the care of this institution apon the 
occasion of the examination, incloding two hundred and three (203) 
insane, was four hnndred and sixty-two (46i3). Of these, two hun- 
dred and thirty-nine (239) were males, and two hundred and twenty- 
three (223) females. Ninety-two were natives of New York ; thirty- 
iive of other States of the Union, and thirteen of Canada. The 
number foreign born was three hundred and seven ; and, in fifteen 
cases their places of birth could not be ascertained. The birth of the 
parents waa as follows: Fathers, native, fifty-tour; foreign, three 
liiindred Hnd twenty-fiix; nnascertsiued, eighty-two; mothers, native, 
fifty-eight; foreign, three hundred and twenty-fonr; birthplaces 
unknown, eighty. 

For the past two years this county, through the board of supervi- 
sors, has temporarily provided for its dependent children in the 
various orphan asylums and other appropriate institutions of Buffalo. 
A thorough and effective system of placing children in femilies, by 
the proper officials, is also maintained. Aa a result of this action, t^e 
poor-house partakes largely of the character of a home for the aged, 
with an infirmary department for the sick. Of the inmates examined, 
all except eleven had passed the age of sixteen years, and six of these 
were under two years old. Three hundred and thirty-five were 
between the ages of sixteen and sixty years; one hundred and throe 
between sixty and eighty, and thirteen were over eighty years of age. 

The dependence in thirty-eight oases, b^n before tha persons 
were twenty years old ; in two hnndred and seventy oases, when 
between the ages of twenty and fifty years; in one hundred and 
twelve cases, when between fifty and seventy, and in forty-two cases 
after they had passed the age of seventy years. One hundred and 
sixty-eight had been inmates less than ore year ; one hundred and 
twenty-five, one year and lees tlian five years ; one hundred and fifty- 
four, five years and less than twenty ; twelve, twenty years and lesa 
than thirty, and three over ibirty years. The total time spent in the 
house by all the inmates up to the time of the oxamiuatioD) amounted 
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to two (honeu^ ssd siit^-fomr yeans, beiog on ftTersge of 4.47 yetM 
for eaeb pergon. 

Of the adntt inmatee ezamiQed, two bnodre^ tad twenty, or oearly 
fifty per oeot, itwaa foaodhad been isetrnotod in tbebranobes ueaally 
tang^t in ootumcn sdioola ; forty-oqe had leaTBed to r^ only ; forty 
five to read and vritei, and one hnodrvd and tbiriy'Svs bad np educft- 
tion. Ooa hundred and ei^ty-one of the meo, and eighty-eight of 
the WQiosn w&re intemperate, and eeveoty of the former vid twenty- 
ae^ea of the latter were and to have been contiirined iuebriatea. 
Twenfy^ine were daaaed aa vagrants. The paaperlam was traced to 
^e mother in eighteen caaea; to the &ther in eix caaes, and to the 
grandparenba in only a single inatanee. Ninety-four of the inmates 
were said to be heads of families, having ia all two hundred and 
twenty-one living children. The condition of fbrty-fonr of these 
di^dren conld not be definitely ascertained. Tbe others were 
aeeouated for as follows: In powJion^s, thirteen ; iq aflylnms, six- 
teen; in re^fnges, three; in prisona and penitentiariee, three; bound 
.oat, thirty-fonr ; self-sni^rting, 09e hoDdred and eight. 

The nomber of families represented by the inmates was four hun- 
dred and fiftyrCwo. The Domber of panpers in these families, in three 
genorationB, Jiving and dead, amounted to fife hundred and twenty- 
two ; the nvmbsr of insaja^, two }iqndred ai^l tiiirtj-five ; the naiu- 
her of idiots twenty-six, and the number of inebriates, three hundred 
and seventy-9J«, The sappoeed fqtai« of the inmates of this institu- 
tion may be thus atated : Three hundred and eighty-six will, without 
,do)ibt, remiun public burdan^ the remainidj^ of their lives ; seventeen 
will probably leave the institution and ^^>vide for themselves ; thirty 
may be edocatisd to bBC(»ug selC-BUpportiog if renioved and placed 
.nnder pinoper Biurouadinga; and the condition of twenty-nine waa 
atioh aa to nand^r i% diffionlt to pr^M)|, with any degree of certainty, 
as to tbeijr fptnre. 

Th9 following were efitfit of the f^ily groups ^n the institution, 
at the time pf tbfi ei^amioatipn : A ipan aged seventy-four and hia 
wife seventy years (Ai ; both tempente and a{^>arantly respectable, 
eight yoans inmatw; two aistera, aged respectively forty-nine and 
:tbirty'Sve ye^rs; $>Qce were pqapieaaedofoonuderable property, which 
was lost by unpfoviden^ habits ; injnates only four njontlia, but will 
pi obal^y DOntione dcp^qdent lieFcafte^. as neither seems iuQlined to 
Belf-«asertion ] a married woman unedacated and intemperate, thir^- 
two years old, with an infant bom in the house ; the woman thoroughly 
diabAscid and vagrant; has ha^n two years an inmate and twioe in the 
10 
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peniteotMry ; hnabftnd aleo intomperata and his present whereabontB 
nnknown ; has one child in a reformatory ; another married voman 
aged tweiitj-fonr years, abandoned by her hnsband, said to be intem- 
perate ; has an infant bora in the poor-honse ; the woman temperate 
and iDduetrioas, and seeme probable soon to go oat and provide for 
herself; an nnedncated and intemperate woman aged thirty years, 
deserted by her hnsband, has two ohildreo with her, the younger only 
one month old, born in the poor-honse ; the &tber also intemperate ; 
an unmarried woman twenty-five years old, well educated and tem- 
perate ; was early orphaned and left homeless ; has an ill^itimate 
child with her, born in the institntion ; and a single g^rl aged eigh- 
teen years, with an in&nt born in the house ; volantarily left her 
home when young, and has since led a vt^ant life ; will probably con- 
tinue dependent. 

Other cases among those examined, tending to show the general 
character of the ini^ates of the institntion, and also to develop some 
of the causes of pauperism in the county, are here noted: A married 
man, fifty-seven years old, two years an inmate; is very intemperate, 
having frequently been in jail for intoxication; a married woman, 
forty-three years of age, the mother of whom was a panper ; is intem- 
perate and debased, and abandoned by her hnsband ; first entered the 
institution at tiie age of eighteen years, and since then has alternated 
between the poor-honse and penitentiary ; when set at liberty she 
enters upon a contse of dissipation which continues until committed 
again ; has been discharged and returned seven times during the past 
year; offers no hope of improvement; awoman aged forty-nine years 
and three times married ; has been the mother of eight children, 
two of whom died in the poor-honse ; is grossly intemperate, vile and 
debased; a widowed woman, sixty-four yearsold, five years an inmate, 
had good parly advantages, but for several years past has led a dissipated 
and vagrant life ; is nearly helpless from chronic rheumatism ; a feeble 
minded single woman, foreign born and an inmate six years ; noth- 
ing known as to her family history ; a widowed woman, seventy-two 
years old, very intemperate and eleven years dependent ; her husband 
died in the poor-honse, and she has had a daughter and grandchild in the 
institution ; a married woman, aged thirty-six years, recently admitted 
and deserted by her husband ; is grossly intemperate and dissolute, 
having been several times !n the penitentiary ; has three children, one 
with relatives and two in asylnms ; gives bnt little hope of reforma- 
tion, although well educated and in early life snrronnded by good 
influences ; a man, widower, seventy-three yeare old, had been in the 
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home only s short time ; is intemperate And wsb once in jail for 
intoxication ; has aiz children living, ail of whom provide for them- 
selves ; an nnmarried man, recently admitted, sged fifty-nine years- 
has been a aoldier; is intemperate and was once in the penitentiary; 
is qnite infirm and claims to have relatives able to provide for him ; a 
married man, eixty-five years old, three yean in this, and six months 
in an Ohio poor-honse ; is nnednoated and a confirmed inebriate; has 
six children said to be aelf-anpporting; a colored man, widower, aged 
over ninety years; has been in this house two years, and previooaly 
several years in poor-honses of Pennsylvania ; has no relatives in tliis 
State ; and a single man, twenty-two years old, intemperate and a 
vagrant ; has led a dissolnte life and seems a proper subject for refor- 
matory treatment. 

The insane asylnm is under the immediate control of a warden, 
and has a small number of attendants. Eighty-six (86) of the insane 
were men, and one hundred and seventeen (117) women. Fifty-seven 
of the former, and twenty-nine of the latter were said to be intem- 
perate. !Nearly all were chronic cases, and many of them of long 
standing. No proper records have heretofore been maintained in the 
institntioo, and bnt little could be learned aa regu^s the causes 
of insanity. Xhe following were a few of the cases examined: 

A single woman, forty-seven years old, iiwane four years ; was afew 
months at the State asylnm, returned to friends, and recently sent 
to the institution ; is quiet and harmless, and probably incurable ; a 
widowed woman, aged thirty-nine years, «ght months insane and has 
never been at any State asylum ; was a confirmed inebriate several 
years ; at times is excited, violent and noisy ; has one child in an 
orphan asylnm and one bonnd out ; a woman thirty-five years old, 
horn in Bohemia, and landed in Galveston, Texas, six years ago ; is 
a widow, welt educated, temperate and apparently respectAble, bat 
has evidently snfiered great hardships ; has been in the institution 
insane about six months, and may recover ; a single woman, aged 
thirty-one years, five years in the institution and was previonsly at 
the State asylum ; is generally quiet, bnt has occasional paroxysms of 
great violence, and is probably incurable; an nnmairied woman 
twenty-six years old, one year insane, and has had no treatment at 
any State asylnm ; is educated and template, and seems likely to 
recover ; a single woman agod twenty-one years, and foor months an 
inmate; is educated, bnt has led a dlseatnte and profligate life, and 
offers no hopes of recovery ; a married man thirty-fonr years old, in 
the institution six years; i^ T^ quiet and a good laborer, hfm never 
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oeeft in any State aajlam ; a widoffw, i^ed fiily-two years, well . 
educated, bnt intemperate, nineteen years in the institntioQ ; is qniet 
end gives bot little tronble>; and ft man, nnmsn-ied, thirty-six years 
old, find five years an tDinate ; offers do prospects of recovery. 

The insane of this idstitotloD are nnder good industrial training. 
Nearly all tlie labor upon the poor^onee farm iecarried on by the insane 
men, and ^ women perform die domestic work of the asyloHi. The 
institation ismuoh crowded md additionul aooommodations are greatly 
needed. 

Essex Couhtt. 

The Essex eonnty poor-hooee is situated near Whalonsbnrgh, about 
six miles from the viilage of Essex, the county seat An addition 
was made to the house during the past year, which gives it a capacity 
In all^ for about one hundred and twenty-five inmates. The building 
is a substantial brick strncturef in good repair^ and seems to meet 
properly Uie present reqairenwnt& 

The inatitutionj at the time of the examination, had wgbty-six (S€) 
pertone nnder care^ indnding twelve (13) insane Of these, six (6) 
were colored. The number of males was thirty-three (83) ; females 
fifty-three (63). Fifty-two were natives of this State ; eight of other 
States of the Union, and fifteen of Canada, Nine w^ foreign bom, 
and the birthplaces of two were not known. The parentage of the 
inmates was also largely native. Twenty-five, or over twenty-nine 
per oeiit, were nnder sixteen years old ; thirty-four were between the 
ages of sixteen and fifty years; tWenty-three, between fifty and 
eighty, and four had passed the latter age. Twelve were born in the 
poor-boose and had been dependent from birth; seventeen were 
admitted befwe tliey ven tea years old ; thirty-four when between 
the ages of ten and forty years ; eleven when between forty and sixty ; 
nine ^hen between sixty and eighty, and three after they were over 
eighty yeare of age. ffincAerai had bden in the institution less than 
two years ; twenty, two years and lees than five ; twenty-four, five 
years and less than ten ; fburteen, ten yeus and less than twenty ; 
eight, twenty years and leM than forty, and one over forty years. 
The aggregate duration of time speat in poor^ouses, by all the 
inmates when they were examined was six hundred and thirty-nine 
years, or an average to eaeb person of T.48 years. 

The inquiry ^owed that the inmates of this home belonged largely 
to the Ignorant and debased classes. Of tliose of adult age, twenty* 
.five or nearly fifty per cent were without any adncation ; four had 
teamod to read ; four to read and write, and eightera had been 



.vCoo^^lc 



State Board of Osabitibs. 149 

iDBtmcted in common enhoole. Seren of the men and thirty of the 
women claimed to hare been temperate t^rongb life ; all of the others 
oonfessed habits of inebriety. The i»then ,of tbi^ty-ai^ and the 
motbere of nineteeH, 'Were B«d to be intemperab?. The inmatep of 
the boDw, itt the itiote of the ezftmuiAtioM, re|)reaented sixity-AeveQ 
families. These fiumltes, ad &r as coold h» learaed, bad prodnced, 
in three ganetsUdooB, ithe followioge Pablic depeDdeota, one hnndred 
and |oity-fi.ve ; insaoe, tw.^y-one; idiots, tventj-fire; prisoD cod- 
Tiot«, four, and inei>riateB, iwieot^Hbbcee- 

It has been and etUl is i^ ptwitiee ,of this ooim^, tio ^nd its 
dependent diMreD, ^^ether orfhuied or having .parent UTing> to 
the poorvhonse, and endeavor to .edacat^ and train theoi in a sqhool 
eonoeeted with the inatitation ; ibatithe eSorta thaa made in their 
behalf, eeem to have reaoUed is little or no lasting benefit. Ti^ 
paaper aasodatiioiiB to which ikey rSre subjected, tend to breaik.dowB 
aelf-respaot, and many of ^em, on ibwig placed in families, return t^ 
the poor^ionse in after life, to burden the pablic,aad not aDfueqaently 
with . «. Qnmerone, enfeebled and dependent offapriuf^. T^e «vU efieota 
of this system of rearing t^ildrMi were very apparent jn the institu- 
tion at ithe time of the inquiry. Seven of the inmates weie the 
ofi^ring of pauper fathom, and twenty-*ight, or nearly thirty-three- 
per cent, of pauper mothers, while the pauperism, in one instance, 
on the paternal and in three instances on the raaterno] side, was 
Araoed back to the third generation. It was lUso learned that nine oi 
the inmates bad psnper Itrothets; sixteen, panpw ^tera; eigh^ 
pauper undes, and nine, paoper uiutA. Moreover, the entailment 
of pauperism in these families appeared to be still going on. Twenty- 
two of the inmstea were parents having sixty-two living children. 
Of these, fifteen, or nearly twenty-five per cent, were in poor- 
honses; six were bound oat ; thirty-five were said to be eslf-aupport- 
iug, and the condition of the others conld not be ascertained. This 
growth of panperism in these £unilies, apd its social evils, it is believed, 
might readily be checked by the separation of the children from popr- 
boQse associations, and providing temporarOy for their care in fami- 
lies or appropriate asylums, resulting aleo in the end, in g^cat saving 
to the public. 

Tlie following were some .of the family gronps in tl)e h^iue tA th^ 
time of the exwnination: A widowod woman, twonty-^oor years old, 
and twp children aged respectively fonr and five yeare ; both illegiti- 
mate and foeble minded, aud bom in the poor-hoose, the iMter being 
a mulatto; the womui was sent to the house wlien six y^rs old. 
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was ftflerwarde plftcod oat bat aoon retnmed, and has siaee spent 
most of her time io this and other poor-hoosee ; has also had three 
brothers and one sister who were paupers, and is soon again to become 
a mother ; is thoronghly debased and will probably remain with her 
children a pnblic barden- through life; a woman, widowed, and 
BCTenty-sfx years old, admitted to the ho'ose five years since with her 
daughter, then aged forty-two years, also widowed, and having three 
chiidren, whose ages were respectively eight, six and two years, the 
oldest being an idiot ; the two youngest children are soon to be placed 
out, but the remainder of the &mUy group will probably conttnae 
dependent; a married woman, abuidoned by her hasband, having 
with her a weak-minded boy, fifteen years old, and a girl three years 
old, bom in the house soon after her admission ; the woman educated 
and temperate bat crippled by disease, the husband sakt to be intem- 
perate and debased ; a man and his wife, the former aged eighty-nine 
and the latter sixty-five years, both temperate and apparently respect- 
able, and only one year in the house, have two children who pro- 
vide for themselves but said to be unable to support their parents; 
two sisters, aged respectively nineteen and forty-nine years, both 
unmarried, the younger feeble minded, recently admitted to the 
house, where she gave birth to an illegitimate child which is with 
her ; the other also feeble minded, sent to the house when twenty- 
six years old, since then has been repeatedly placed out to service 
but always soon returning ; has been the mother of seven illegitimate 
children, some of whom have died in the poor-house, the conditiou 
of the others being unknown ; a married woman thirty years old, 
with an illegitimate child aged ten months ; a black woman, wid- 
owed, aged forty-nine years, her daughter single, aged twenty-four 
years, and her grandson, a mulatto four years old, illegitimate and 
bom in the house ; the first has been the mother of ten children, 
seven illegitimate, all at various times having been in the house, 
three dying in the institution ; the second has had three illegitimate 
children, two being dead ; both women intemperate and thoroughly 
depraved and quite certain to remain pnblic burdens, each having 
already been nineteen years in the house ; and a feeble minded sin- 
gle woman, thirty-nine years old, born in the institution, with an 
illegitimate child aged five years, also born in the house. 

A. few other cases examined in the institution will next be noticed : 
A widowed woman aged sixty years became an inmate of the poor- 
house of a neighboring county when twenty-six years old, and since 
then has spent in all about twenty years in poor-houses, admitted to 
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this honae sboat one year eince and will probably remain ; a vagrant 
girl, fiiteeD years old, admitted about one year since, is completely 
debased and should be in a reformatory ; an illegitimate coDgeoital 
deaf mute girl, born in the honse, andhaa had no special training; an 
ill^timate, feeble minded boy, eleven years old, two years an 
inmate ; the grandfather was a pauper and several other near relatives 
hare also been panpers ; a weak minded unmarried woman aged fifty- 
one years, of which thirty have been spent in this house, came from 
Canada with her parents when a child, and was soon abandoned and 
thrown apon the charity of the public ; a girl ten years old, had been 
six years an inmate, was abandoned by her pareots who brought her 
ij-om Canada ; a feeble minded woman aged thirtyrone years, twenty 
years in the honse ; an idiot male, twenty-nine yeara old and five 
years aa inmate, both said to have also been brought from Canada 
when children aud abandoned by their parents. 

The buildings contain no special accommodations for the insane. 
Those present at the time of the examination were all chronic, harm- 
less cases and presented no marked pecnliarities. The. men, it is 
said, do conuderable work upon the farm, and the women ai>e 
employed about the boose. The county at present has but (me of 
this class of insane at the State asylum. 

In summing up as to the probable future of the inmates of this 
institution, the following conclusions were reached : Sixty-three will 
doubtless remuu dependent through life ; four exhibited intelligenoe 
and powers of sell-assertion, so as to render it qnite certain that they 
woold soon go out and provide for their support ; nine, it was thought, 
might be trained to beeome self-anstaining, if promptly removed and 
placed under good aurrouudings ; and the condition of ten was such 
as to reader their future nneertun. 

Feahkucs Ooobtt. 

The poor-house of Franklin county, erected in 1870, is ploasantly 
located near Malone, the county seat. The building is a well built 
brick edifice, containing modem conveniences, and is appropriately 
and comfortably furnished. It will accommodate and suitably classify 
two hundred inmates. 

At the time of the inquiry, the institution contained nineteen (19) 
male,, and twenty-four (24) female pauper Inmates, making in all 
for^-three (43). Of these, four were under sixteen years old ; ten 
■ were between the ages of sixteen and forty years ; fourteen, between 
forty and seventy; eight, between seventy and eighty, and seven 
were over eighty years old. Only three of them were admitted tc 
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the house ttader ten jesre of age. Nineteen became dep«nd^t wheD 
between ^e agee of ten sad forty years ; tw^ve, when betvees forty 
and seTenty, and uioe after having passed the age of sbTwity yean. 
Seven had been in the honse leea than oM year ; Sixteen one year 
wid less than fire years ; fonrteen iive years and kst than tventy, 
and six orer twenty yeu^ The average dorairiota of tiii)es|>^ in 
poor-hoQsee by all the iamates tnu T.dO years; the a^^egate, three 
hundred and twttaty-saTBn years. 

The nativi^, ednoational atltaimnieats, ht^)iit», and probable futore 
of the inmates of t^is institution, way be smnmed inp aa follows : 
Twenty-two were bom in the United States, of whom teu were natives 
of this State; ieia. in Canada; ten in Ireland, and in oae instance 
the birtlrplaoe ooald not be 'ascertained. Of t^ose of adalt age and 
proper mtelligence, eixteera were wholly Boedncated ; two had been 
iuetructed so as to be ablebo read ; one bo«b to read and write, and 
fifteen had attended common 8eho<^. Nine of the nwn and two of 
the women were said tobe inebriates; the obbets claimed -to be striotily 
temperate. Thirty-Gvo will doubtless oontlnae to 'be pnblio hardens 
throv^h life; one will probably become eelf-BappoFticg ; three may 
be trained to proride for thwmelves, w^ile ithe fatone >of foar is 
uncertain. 

For a number of yeaic, a Vigoroos aod well-direoted 'System of 
placing d^endent children in families, has been m operation in this 
«oanty. The result Is shown in a 'Steady deoresse iu 'the namber of 
pa^ipers in the county, and also in the absenoe «f -the 'entailment of 
pauperism in families. -Only two of t^ lnraat«s •were descendants 
of pauper fttbprs, and ^onr of pauper mothers, and in no case oould 
the panperiem be traced bade to the (Mrd generatioa. The number 
of fitmilies represented in the inatitirtion was fortyKme, tvvfia which, 
it was ascertained, there bad sprui^ in three generations, flfty-seven 
jtaupers, twelve insane, fifteen idiots uid twenty-fotir inebriates. 
Twenty of the inmatee wete parents having in all eighty liviog chil- 
dren. These were said to be situated in life asfollows : In poor-honees, 
five ; boand otat, nine ; self^uppbrting, forty-^iine ; 0ODditi(Hi not 
learned, seventeen. 

A few <^ the cases examined are here noted, which will serve to 
show the general character of the inmates of tlie institution and also 
Bome of the sources of pauperism in the ootmty : A ' miut seventy- 
two years old, widowed, and two years an Inmate, is 'iairly edUjoated, 
temperate and apparently respectable ; a single, feeMe minded 
iroman, aged forty-six years, and her illegitimate son, an idiot, twen- 
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tj-three years old, each nine years in the houBe ; the flret had a pan- 
per Bister, also the ntothw of an illegitimate child, and the eeoood a 
brodier who was a panper; a vaj^nt girl, fifteen yean tAA, sn 
inmate two years, has been twioe placed m good fatniliee and 
returned as idoorrigible, the motlher said to be tompenAe aod r«spect- 
^e, tin father intenperate, immoul, seneiial «o4 'debased -; aainglr 
woman, weak minded, aged forty-six, and twentgr-etght yeacs a pau- 
per inmate, hat been the mother of two illogitiiDate «hild«-en, one 
white and -(yne colored, bctk born in the iioaee and died in the insti- 
tation ; is wholly dependent aind toe feeble minded for eedf-protection ; 
an unnuirried woman, Cbirty-four years old, wai «Brly orphaned and 
admitted to the poor^honse when itweirty-one years old, has an ille- 
gitimate chHd bound oat ; the liatber, one brother end one Eoster ha^ve , 
been ^>aiiper8 ; an idiot female, illegitimate Jkiid itMestiiouB offering, 
twenl^-eigbt yean old and an inmate from birth ; and « woman, 
widowed, aged 'Otte hundred and fom- years, eight years in the bonae. 
In 1869, this county sent the more violent and distorbed caees of 
its chronic insane, then in the coanty poor-honse, to the WiUard 
ABykm at Ov^id; and einee then tiie authorities, ham time to time, 
have traneferrBd others of -this class {o that institation. The number 
in the State Asylum at the time of the inquiry was eleven ; in the 
county* poor-house nine — total, being provided for by the county, 
twenty. Those under loeal care were all mild, qntet cases, and pre- 
sented no (diaraoteristios of special interest. 

t FnLTOH CoDMTT. 

The Fnlton county poor-house is a wooden building, with espaeity 
for abont one hundred persons, and is sitaated near Gloversville. 

Upon \km occasion of the examination, the institution had in its 
care fifty-ei^t (68) panper inmates ; of these thirty (30) were males 
and twenty-eig^t (S8) were females. Forty-seven were born in New 
Tork, five in other States of ^e Union, and six in foreign countries. 
The parents of these were also mainly of native birth. Four of the 
iamates wem under two years old ; nine were between the ages of 
two and sixteen years ; nineteea between sixteen and fifty ; eighteen 
between fifty and seventy, and eight were over seventy years of age. 
Seventeen were admitted before tJiey reached the age of twenty 
years ; twenty-six when between the ages of twenty and fifty years, 
and fifteen after they had passed the latter age. Fifteen had been in 
the house less than one year; niueteen one year and less than five 
years ; twenty -one five years and less tlian twenty, and three over 
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twenty years. The wbolo time spent by all the inmates in tlie ineti- 
tntioD when tbe ezamiDation was made, smotmted to two liundred 
and Beventy'Biz years ; being an average of 4.76 yean to each pereon. 

The ezamioation showed considerable gronpiog of near relatives 
in the institntion, the number of &milieB represented being forty- 
three. These &milies, in three generations, as &r as eoold be learned, 
had prodaced seventy-nine public dependents, eig^t insMie, twelve 
idiots, and forty-seven intemperate persons. Seven of iho inmates 
were the ofispring of pauper &thers, and tbirteOTi of paaper mothers. 
In four instances the pauperism had descended through three genera 
tions on the paternal side, and in one instance on the matemal side. 
Fourteen had pauper brothers, thirteen pauper sisters, one a, paaper 
uncle, and three paaper aunts. Sixteen of tbe inmates were beads of 
families, having thirty-four living children ; of these twdve, or over 
thirty-five per cent, were said to be in poor-houses, eight were boand 
out, ten it was thought were providing for themselves; tbe condition 
in life of the others conld not be ascertained. 

The general character of the inmates of this hoose will be seen by 
the following statement : Six were insane, seven idiots, two epilep- 
tics, three feeble minded and six vagrant ; of tbose of adult age sev- 
enteen, or nearly forty-five per cent, were unable to read or write ; 
six had learned to read only, and fifteen claimed to h^e been 
instructed in common schools ; ten of the men and four of tbe women 
were inebriates, and the fathers of twenty-four and tbe mothers of 
seven were said to be intemperate. 

A portion of the family groups in the institution will n*xt be 
noticed : A married woman thirty-nine years old and three years a 
paaper, abandoned by her husband, having with her three children, 
the oldest aged nine and the youngest foar years; the woman unedu- 
cated and indolent and the husband intemperate and depraved, the 
oldest cliild feeble minded, the others fairly intelligent ; a man sixty- 
eight years old and his second wife ^ed thirty-six, with three chil- 
dren aged respectively fonrteen, five, and two years ; the man said to 
be temperate and industrious but infirm, the woman healthy bat 
indolent and both uneducated ; havts three other children bonnd out, 
Mid those preeent are to be soon placed in families; inmates of the 
bouse only nine months, but the parents seem probable to remain ; 
a man sixty-three years old and his wife aged sixty, inmates over 
twenty years, both temperate but unediitated and shiftlesB, have an 
insane son in the house, foi'ty years old and fifteen yeare an inmate, 
and also foar other children who are aided outside; and two broth- 
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era, one six and the other four years old, the father intemperate and 
the mother insane. 

Other cases serving to show the caoses of pauperism in the oonntj, 
may be noted, as follows: A man aged eighty-three years, two yean 
in the house, is well educated, temperate and respectable, has one 
child living but unable to provide for him ; a single woman twenty- 
two years old and seven years an inmate, father intemperate ; is an 
epileptic and has an illegitimate child bound out ; a widowed woman 
aged ninety-six: years, dependent only about one year, has been the 
mother of eleven children, all of whom died at mature age, is temr 
perate, iDdostriouB, frugal and quite respectable ; an idiot woman, 
thirty-six years old, in the institation sixteen years, father intemper- 
ate and debased ; has an illegitimate child, provided for in a &mily ; 
and a vagrant, woman, aged nineteen years, admitted to the house 
when four years old ; the mother was a pauper and the father said to 
be intemperate and shiftless, and the family heretofore largely aided 



This oonnty transferred most of its chronic insane to the WUlard 
Asylum soon after its opening ; it now has sixteen of this class in 
that institution. Those nnder conaty care are very mild cases, and 
receive no special attention. 

The probable fnture of the inmates of this house was summed up, 
at the time of the inquiry, as follows : Permanently dependent, forty- 
two; may recover, if removed and placed under good influences, 
four i future doubtful, twelve. 

Genesee CouinT. 

The poor-house of this county is sitaated in the town of Bethany, 
near the village of Linden. The buildings are partly of brick and 
partly of wood, and furnish room for about one hundred persons, 
exclusive of the accommodations for the insane. 

At the date of the inquiry, the institation contained seventy-one 
(71) pauper inmates, including twenty-one (31) chronic insane. Of 
these, thirty-nine (39) were males, and thirty-two (32) females. They 
were mostly of the infirm and helpless classes, forty of tliem being 
over fifty years old. Seven were under sixteen years of age; nine 
between the ages of sixteen and thirty, and fifteen between thirty and 
fifty years. Four were born in the poor-house ; eleven were admit- 
ted before they were twenty years old ; eighteen, when between the 
ages of twenty and forty years ; twenty-eight, between forty and 
seventy, and ten, after they had passed the latter age. Seventeen 
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had been in the liouee less than two years ; thirty-fira two years and 
less than twenty, and five more than twenty years. The w^erage time 
that had than been epeot id the institudoB, by the innuteB, was 0.31 
years; 1^ Aggregate, foor hundred and forty-eight yean. 

The greater portion of the inmates ivere QAtives, thirty-three 
haviag bean boro in New York, and twelve in other States of Urn 
Union. The parentage was also largriy nativs. The ediu^itionat 
BttainmentB of the inmates appeared to be much eoperior to that 
of this class of persons, generally, thirb^-fonr of Chose of adalt age^ 
or nearly fifty-oine p««ent, haviog been trained in common schools. 
Of the others, eight had learned to read ; fonr, to read and write, 
and twelve were withoat any «duoatioo. Twenty-two of the men, 
or over «iKty-fonr per eent, were said to 'have formed faalnts of ine- 
briety, while only four c^ the women were olaaeed as intempeiste. 
As to the fntnre of the inmates of this ioetibation, it is tAioog^t that 
sixty will remain pnblie bnrdens the balance of th^ lives; fotir will 
probably go out and become self-supporting ; three may be trained to 
provide for themgelv^, if early removed and j^aeed under proper 
influences, and the future of four may be reguded as in doubt. 

The anthorities of this eoonty, until recently, have relied -exqlii- 
sively upon finding homee in families for its dependent children, and 
generally, it is said, with good succesB. At times, however, there 
has been an aecnmnlation of this class in the poor-bonae, with its 
attendant evils. During the past year arrangemmitB were made with 
the Ontario County Orphau Asylum, at Cahandaigua, to provide 
temporarily for such children, as could not be readily placed in fami- 
lies, and since then none of this class over three years old and of proper 
intelligence, have been sent to the poor-house. This has served to 
break the line of pauper descent in dependent families of the conniy, 
and, it is believed, already resulted in great and permanent good. 

The inmaees examined, represented sixty-six families. Those fami- 
lies, in three generations, it was ascertained had produced the fol- 
-lowing : Public dependents, ninety-three ; insane, twenty-nine ; idiots, 
thirteen ; intemperate persons, forty-seven. Of those in the honse, 
five were descendants of panperfatbers, and eleven of pauper mothers ; 
ten bad pauper brothers and seven pauper sisters, bat in no case 
could the pauperism be traced back to the third generation. Twenty- 
one of theinmates were parents. These were said to have in all fifty- 
one living children, conditioned as follows: In poor-houEee, five; 
bound out, nine; self-snpporting, thirty-seven. 

A few cases of those examined arc here given : A widowed woman, 



' Stats Board or CharfMsb. 157 

ferty-Dioe ye&n old, of forei|;B birth Mid three years in the cooDty, 
eight monthfl «f which have been speat in the poor-bouae, has three 
ehildron, the eldest of whom, a boj, providoa for himeelf ; the joung- 
eBt IB placed oat and the other, a girl aged twelve years, Tory deaf 
aod partially blind is with the mother ; the woman nnedocated yet 
temperate and apparently respectable but in poor health ; a single 
woman, aged twenty-six years, tldmitted when eighteen years old, 
has three ille^tinute children with her, ^ed respeetirely seven 
years, three years, And eight months, all of whom were bora in tiie 
honse, and also atother child, bound oat ; was orphaned in early life, 
nod being n^lected soon became vagrant and idle, and will probably 
continne to be a pnbiio burden ; a widowed woman, eeventy-two 
years old, and in the hoase abont two years with her daogbbor, aged 
thirty years, and single, the former feeble and infirm and the latter 
helpless with iooarable dileme ; a single man, aged twenty-six years, 
admitted to the hoale eight years einee, ia ednoated, moderately tem- 
perate And indtistritfus, bnt badly crippled from rheamatism, and 
will doiibtleGB remain dependeilt t^rongh life; a married man fifty 
yean old, nnedaoated, intemperate and indolent-, has been two years 
in the hoaset and previonsly in jail and State prison, and gives little 
hope of becoming self-supporting; a ungle man aged seventy-six 
years, has been eleven years in the honee and bad a brother and sis- 
ter who died in the bonae ; a widower eeventy-fire years old and sii 
years an inmate, is frietidlefie and will qnite certainly continne depend- 
ent the remainder of his life ; an idiot, male, aged tweJtty-five years, 
five ycMV in the honse, and previonsly f6r some time at the Stats 
Idiot Asylam, the mothw and two othw childten formerly in the 
honse, the latter dying in the inetitotioQ ; and « married man, fifty- 
five years old, twebty-nine years in the institution, ia an epileptic and 
trholly dependent. 

The chronic insane of this ooanty are provided for in a bailding 
adjoioltog the poor-hoase; this building has been in use several years 
bnt has been recently repaired, yet its accommodations ore qaite 
Indifferent; The county htis tmly four of this class of insane at the 
State asylum. The fallowing were among the cases under ooanty 
care ftt tiie time of the examination : A single man of fore%n birl^, 
thirty-nine years old, had been eight years in the ooanty and two 
years iBsane, is edacated bnt intemperate and at times Ti<^eat ; has 
had BO treatment in any other institntion ; an unmarried woman aged 
forty-foor yeu«, educated and temperate, an inmate uk yean and 
probably incarable ; and a single man thirty-two years old, fonryeati 
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insane, one year at the State a^lam and three years in tho bonse, itt 
well educated and temperate, served in the late war of the rebellion 
and is anfFering from wounds, probably causing the insanity. 

The other insane cases were tnoetly of the qniet and harmless clasa, 
and presented no marked pecniiarities. 

Gbebhb Couktt. 

The Greene county poor-house is a wooden etnictare eitnated near 
Cairo, abont ten miles from the village of Catskill. The building 
has been in nse for a long time, and will need soon to be replaced by 
a new edifice. It famishes room for abont one hundred and twenty- 
fire inmates. 

The number of persons in the care of the institation, upon the occa- 
sion of the inqniry, was one hundred and fonr (104), of whom fifly- 
five (65) were males, and forty-nine {i9) females. Eleren of them 
were colored. The birthplaces were as follows : United States eighty- 
five, of whom serenty-eight were natives of New York ; England, 
three ; Ireland, ten ; Scotland, one ; Qermany, two ; nnknowo, three. 
The lathers of fifty-six and the mothers of sixty-four were also native 
bom. Twenty-two of the inmates when examined, were under six- 
teen years of age ; twenty-six were between the ages of sixteen and 
fifty years ; forty-nine, between fifty and eighty, and seven were over 
eighty years old. Ten were born in the poor-house ; thirteen were 
admitted before they were tea years of age ; thirty-two when between 
the ages of tin and forty ; twenty-four when between forty and sixty, 
and twenty-five after having passed the age of sixty years. The 
dependence in eighteen cases had existed lees than two years ; in fifty- 
eight cases, two years and less than ten ; in twenty-three caeea, ten 
years and less than thirty ; in fonr cases, thirty years and less than 
forty, and in one instance, for over forty years. The whole duration 
of dependence of all the inmates, footed np eight hundred and forty- 
nine years, equivalent to an average to eacli person, of 8.16 years. 
It is thought that seventy-eight will continue to be public burdens the 
remainder of their lives; three will quite probably become self-sus- 
taining, and two may be trained to provide for themselves, if soon 
removed and placed under proper surroundings. The future of the 
others was considered as being in doubt. 

The examination showed the inmates of this institution to be largely 
ignorant, and many of them vicious and depraved ; six belonged to 
the vagrant class. Of those of adult age, thirty-two, or over forty- 
three per cent were wholly uneducated. Thirty-two of the men and 
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eleven of tlie women were known to have been intemperate, and 
Berenteen of the former and five of the latter, were said to be con- 
firmed inebriates. A large proportion of the parents of the inmates, 
60 far ae their habits conld be aecertained, were also intemperate. 

It has been the practice of this county, in providing for its orphan 
and dependent children, heretofore, to depend almost solely upon 
placing them in families. The opportunities in this direction have 
not always proved adequate for the pnrpose, and the children, there- 
fore, from time to time, have accumnlated in considerable nambers 
in the coQnty poor-house. This has resnlted in the grouping of entire 
families as paupers, and it is believed, has served greatly to swell the 
number of dependents in the ^onnty. The institution, at the time 
of the inquiry, contained representatives from eighty-six families, 
from which there was said to hare eprnng, in three generations, one 
hundred and thirty-seven public dependents, twenty-two insane per- 
sons, twelve idiots, and ninety-two inebriates. Of those examined, 
twenty-three were the offspring of panper mothers, and in three 
instances, the paaperism ott the maternal side, had been transmitted 
down froM the third generation. Twenty-eight were parents, known 
to have sixty-six living children, in all, said to be situated in life as 
follows : In poor-honees, seventeen ; bound out, fonr ; providing for 
themselves, forty-five. It will thus be seen that the pauper entail- 
ment in these families was still going on, nearly twenty-six per cent 
of the children of snch families being in poor-honsee. Arrangements 
have recently been made temporarily, to provide for this class in 
asylnms, and afterwards transfer them to family homes, and it is said 
with satisfactory results. 

The following were some of the lamily groups fonnd in the insti- 
tution : A married woman aged forty-three years, her hnsband being 
in State prison for bigamy ; first cam^ to the institution when twenty- 
eight years old and has been an inmate, in all, nine years ; has three 
living children, two of whom now support themselves, the other aged 
six years, said to be illegitimate and bom in the poor-honse, is still 
in the institution ; the woman was orphaned when tour years of age 
and neglected in childhood, has led a dissolute life and is now in poor 
health ; a woman forty-four years old, married and having three chil- 
dren with her, the oldest being eight and the youngest two years of 
age, was aided outside several years before admission ; a woman 
twenty-seven years old and twice married, three years in the house, 
with two (diildren, aged respectively eight and six years, the youngest 
being illegitimate ; was divorced from he*- first hnsband, said to hdv© 
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been inteniperste, is abandoned by ber second huBband a dninkeq 
vagrant, the children fairly intelligent ; a widowed woman fiitj-tWQ 
years old, twenty-fonr yeare in tbe inBtitution, with a feeble minded 
boy aged fourteen years and born in the boose, bu had three other 
children in the institntion who now provide for tbemielveB; a 
vagrant unmarried woman forty years old and first an Inmate when 
twenty^one years of age; goes oat from time to time but soon 
returns, and will doubtle^ contiiKie a public bnrden through life ; haa 
five iliegitimate children two of whom are bound oat and three are 
now in the bouse, the oldest being eight years and tho yonngest one 
year old ; lui unmarried girl eighteen years of age paving two ille- 
gitimate children, the youngest of whom, an infant, was born in the 
honae ; was early orphaned and entered the poor-bouse when only 
seven years of age, the mother a pauper, uid she has bad one brother 
and two eieters also paupers; is thoroughly debased andofiei's bat lit- 
tle hopes of reformation ; a widowed woman seventy-five years old 
and three years an inmate, having a daughter an idiot, in the house ' 
twenty-two years ; and a married woman aged thirty-five years, the 
mother of three children, abandoned by her husband ; the oldest pro> 
videe for himself, the two youngest aged respectively eight and four 
yenrs, both illegitimate and bom in the house, being with the 
mother ; the woman .entered the institution when twenty-two years 
dd, the husband being then in thelarmy, has frequently gone out but 
as often returns, and will probably conf^inue to be a public charge the 
balance of her life. 

The tkcts r^rdiog a few other inmates cS this institntion, tending 
to show the causes of panperism in the county, are here noted : A 
married man, eeventy-eix years of age, an inmate only a few montiie, 
has a good professional education bnt is very intemperate ; is u^rly 
Uind end greatly enfeebled and will probably hereafter remain apublio 
dependent, havmg no near relives able to provide for him ; a wid- 
owed woman 6ev«Dty-«ight years old, fairly aduf^ted, temperate and 
respectable, neeently admitted, is childless but said to have near rela- 
tives able to provide for her care; an idiot, woman, twenty-two years 
of age, four yeara in the house, and her brother, sixteen years old, 
also an idiot and ea years an inmate, the parents said to be first 
oou^s ; a married woman forty-five years old, an inmate nine years 
and abandoned by her husband, is sufiering from liiorea, and the 
mother was also affected, and. a pauper; has one child snpported by 
the husband ; a single woman ^ed fifty-five years, a deaf mute and 
•also blind, nineteen years in the institution, had no early specia' 
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trainvig; ie the mother of one illegitimate child properly provided 
for; and k etngle man seven tj years old and over twenty years aii 
imnate, h well edocsted and respectably connected bnt very ioteni'; 
perate. 

This county has made no special provision for its chroaic insane ; a 
portion of tlie poor-hou&e building is set apart for the more gniet of 
this class, but the others are sent to the appropriate State aeylmn. 
The nnmber in the honse at the date of the inquiry was eleven, and 
there were nine at the same time in the State institution. Those 
under county care presented no peculiarities worthy of mention. 

Hamilton Oouhtt. 
This county furnishes aid to its [>oor mainly in tlie form of tempo- 
rary relief. It has no county poor-hoose, bat the authorities occa- 
nonally send paupers to the poor-house of Fulton county. There 
are none at present, however, in that instltntion. 

HSKEDIBB OOITMTT. 

The peorhoase of Hettimer coanty is sittuted near MiddlevUle, 
about seven miles north of the village of Herkimer. The buildings 
are partly of wood and partly of stone. They have been in use a long 
time, are considerably out of repair and wholly nnsuited for classtfi- 
catlon. The institntion has room for abont one hundred and twenty- 
five persons. 

There were fonnd in the house at the time of the inquiry, seventy- 
seven (77) paupers. Fifty-two (62) of these were males, and twenty- 
five (2S) females,' classified by birth aS follows : New York, forty ; other 
States of the Uhton, three; Canada, two; foreign countries, twenty* 
nine ; unknown, three. The birth of the parents, as far as could be 
ascertained, was largely native. A great portion of the inmates were 
aged and infirm, only five being tinder sixteen years old. Twenty- 
one were between the ages of sixteen and fifty years ; twenty-six 
between fifty and seventy, and twenty-five had passed the age of 
seventy years. The dependence, in ten cases, commenced before the 
persons had reached the age of twenty years ; in thirty-one cases 
when between the ages of twenty and fifty years, and in tbirty-six 
cases after they w^re over fifty years old. Ten had been inmates lees 
than one year; thirty-five, one year and less than ten years; twenty- 
eight, ten years and less than twenty ; eleven, twenty years and less 
than forty, and one over fbrty years. The average time spent in the 
poor-house, by the iDiqatei, np to the time of the examinatiDn, wu 
11 
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found to hare been 9.78 years, or, aa aggregate of Beven handred and 
fifl;-tbree jrears. 

Although a large portion of the intnatea of this institation did not 
reach a coudition of dependence until in advanced life, it would not 
be proper to ascribe the pauperism, to any considerable extent, to the 
helplessneas of old age, but rather to early rlciona and pemiciaus 
practicea wholly avoidable. Of the adult inmates,' only five men and 
five women claimed to be temperate. Thirty-six of the men and eeveo 
of the women were said to have had habits of inebriety, and moat of 
them Tere represented as being shiftless and improvident. Twentr^- 
eight were without any education whatever; seven conld read only ; 
two had learned to read and write, and thirty-three stated that they 
had attended public echoola. Twelve had been ordinary laborers, and 
fourteen had never followed any occupation. 

The inmates at the time of the inquiry were from aixty-eeveu fami- 
lies. These families, in three generations, it was traced oat, had pro- 
duced in all one hundred and twenty-eight panpers; twen^-one 
insane ; twelve idiots and sizty^-fonr habitnal drunkards. For several 
years past the county has provided temporarily for a portion of its 
dependent children in orphan asylums, at Utica, and has endeavored 
to secure fiomes for others in families. The comity is still burdened, 
however, with the care of considerable numbers who were in the poor- 
house in childhood, and, after being placed out, returned to the insti- 
tution. The evidences of entailment of pauperism in certain fami- 
lies in the county, is therefore, quite marked, especially among the 
older inmates. Six of those examined were the of&pring of pauper 
fathers and twelve of pauper moUiers; and the pauperism in two 
instances on the paternal, and in three instances on the maternal side, 
was traced back to the tliird generation. Seventeen had pauper 
brothers and thirteen, pauper sisters ; and it was also found, that 
many of them had other near pauper relatives. Twenty-one of those 
present were parents, having in all forty-nine living children. These 
were said to be situated in life as fbllows : la poor-honsee, four ; in 
asylums, two; hound out, eight; self-supporting, thirty-two; condi- 
tion unknown, three. 

The following were some of the family groups in the institation at 
the time of the inquiry : A. man aged sixty and his wife aged thirty- 
nine years, and an illegitimate child of the latter five years old bom 
in the poor-house ; the woman with her mother one brother and six 
sisteia were formerly inmates of the poor-house of an adjoining 
county ; after being discharged she married and soon lost her hosband 
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by death, since which time she has had three illegitimate childreD, 
two of whom are dead; her present husband a panper at the time of 
their marriage, the child fairly intelligent and may be trained to use- 
fulneEs; a man Bixty-one years old, his wife forty years old and two 
illej^timste children of the latter aged respectiTely two and fire 
years, both born ia the poor-boose ; the man an inmate twenty years, 
grossly intemperate and a pauper by habit, education and taste, the 
woman a pauper from childhood and twelve years in the bouse ; the 
children may be educated to provide for themselves if placed under 
proper ioflueuces, but the parents will probably continue public bur- 
dens ; ft widowed woman fifty years old, and an idiot daughter aged 
twenty-six years, both inmates eighteen years, has three other living 
children who provide for themselves; and a man and hia wife, aged 
respectively sixty-one and tbrty-one years, each twice married and 
panpers at their second marriage ; the man has one and the woman 
three living children, all of whom provide for themselves ; the former 
an inmate twenty-three and the latter eighteen years. 

A few other cases are here given, showing the general character of 
the inmates of the institution at the time of the examination : A 
single man thirty-foar years old and an inmate twenty years, has con- 
genital deformity of the lower extremities and is nearly helpless ; the 
mother and one sister were panpers and the father very intemperate; 
a woman aged tliirty<«ix years, a pauper at fifteen years of age and 
said to have been twice married ; had an illegitimate child when quite 
young and has since had two children, only one of whom is living ; a 
man, widower, aged sixty years, recently admitted, is educated and 
temperate but partially blind ; has two living children who provide 
for themselves ; a weak minded single woman aged forty-foor years, 
fourteen years a panper inmate, has three illegitimate children pro- 
vided for in families ; a married man fifty years old, admitted to the 
poor-hoaae when three years of age, was' placed oat bnt soon returned,* 
and has, in all, been forty years in the institution ; has imperfect vis- 
ion and is nearly helpless ; the father, mother, one brother and one 
sister have also been paupers ; and a single woman aged sixty-fonr 
years, twenty of which have been spent in the poor-house; has bad 
six illegitimate children, fonr of whom have been paupers but now 
provide for themaelres. 

This county has no proper accommodations for its chronic insane. 
It had twenty-one of this class at the State asylnm, and eleven in the 
conn^-honse at the time of the examination. The latter were all 
mild and harmless CftSei and received no special attention. 
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As regards the future of the iumates uf this iostitution it ia 
thought that the count; will be burdened with the care of sizty-eiglit 
of them the remainder of their lives ; two exhibited such traits of 
character as to render it probable that thej would goon leave tlie 
bouse and provide for thuneelvesi three may be trained to self- 
maintenamee if promptlj removed and plaoed under good surround- 
ings ; and the condUion of toax was smeh as to involve th^r future 
in doubt 

JXEB-BBSOEC CODNTT. 

This ocmaty early made provision for the care of its poor in a sub- 
stantial stone edifice, oear Watwtown. The building has been 
recently repaired and enlarged, and is fully adequate to tbe preseat 
requirements. It will accommodate about one hundred and fifty per- 
sona. A detailed building, having room for sixty patients, is appro- 
priated to the oare of the chronic insane. It has been in use several 
years, but is in &ir repair and meete very properly its purposes. The 
location is pleasuit, the grounds are extended &nd well inclosed, and 
are kept neat and clean. 

The iDBtitntion, at the time of the inquiry, contained in all one hun- 
dred and forty-eight (148) inmates, fifty-tbree (53) of whom were 
chronic insane. The number of males were fifty-eight (68), females 
(90). Their ages were as follows : Three were under two years old ; 
twelve were between the ages of two and sixteen years ; forty-two 
were between sixteen and forty ; sixty-one between forty and seventy, 
and thirty were over seventy years old, of whom fifteen had passed 
the age of eighty yeurs. Eight were born in the poor-house; fifty- 
one were admitted before they had r^ohed the age of thirty years ; 
forty-five when between the ages of thirty and fifty ; thirty when 
between the ages of fifty sjid seventy, and fourteen after they were 
seventy years of age. Eleven had been in the house less than one 
• year ; thirty-seven one year and less than five years ; forty-one five 
yeaj-e and less than ten ; forty-two ten years and less than twenty ; 
twelve twenty years and leas than thirty, and five over thirty yeam. 
The whole time spent by all the inmates in the institution, at the date 
of the eicamination, footed up twelve hundred and forty-seven years. 
This giveaan average of 8.43 years of poor-house life for each inmate. 

The inquiry showed that a majority of the inmates were natives, 
seventy-nine of whom were born in New York ; sixteen were natives 
of Oanada and other British American Provinces ; four of England ; 
tjiirty-one of Ireland, and seven of other European conntries. In 
four instances tlie birthplaces conld not be traced out. The birth of 
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the pareDts, it appeared, was about eqaally divided between native 
and foreign. Thedegree of intelligence of the inmatee varied bnt lit* 
tie from the general aren^of this filase of persons. Of thoee of adult 
age, fflitf-threo, or nearl; forty-eight per cent, were without any edu- 
cation whatever ; trwo cooM' read only ; eight had leaned to read and 
write, and fifty-nine had been inetracted in eommon schools. The 
proportion of intemperate among the men was qnite large, thirty- 
three, or over Bixty-ntne per cent, admitting habits of inebriety, of 
whom nine were said td have been confirmed dmnkardB. I^fty-nine 
of the women claimed' to be temperate ; ten were known to be dissi- 
pated; in the cases of the others, nothing definite could be learned 
* as to their habits. The fitthers of fifty^ight and the mothers of 
eleven were classed as intemperate^ 

For several years pasb ttie dependent children of this coubty have 
been mainly provided for in the Jefferson County Orphan Asylum, 
at Watertown, and it is said, with satisfactory resolts. The evil 
effects of poor-house association upon children is still apparent, how- 
ever, to some extent, in the county, many of the older inmates 
having been in the institution in childhood, who upon being placed in 
families, &iled to retain their sitnations and returned to its shelter. 
Of tliose in the house at the time of the examination, thirteen were 
the offspring of pauper fadiers, and twenty-sevdn of pauper mothers. 
Twelve had pauper brothers; fourteen, pauper sisters ; two, pauper 
tfiicles, and one a pauper annt. In two instances on the paternal and 
in three instances on the maternal side, the pauperism bad descended 
through three generations. The number of families represented by the 
inmates was one hundred and twenty-fonr, fh)m which had sprungin all, 
so far as could be learned, one hundred and ninety-three public depend- 
ents, eighty-seven insane, five idiots and ninety-one inebriates. Forty- 
one of those under care were found to be parents, having, in the aggre- 
gate, eighty-nine living children. These were said to be situated in 
life as follows :. In poor-houses, sixteen ; in an asylnm, one ; bound 
out, ten ; self-sustaining, fifty-six. The condition of six conld not be 
definitely learned. Appearances indicated that twelveof the iDmates 
of this institution woald probably go out and provide for themselves, 
and that eight others, if early removed, might be trained to become 
self-fiupporting. One hundred and sixteen will doubtless continue to 
be public charges the balance of tlieir lives; regarding the remainder, 
no opinion as to their future conld be formed. 

The following cases taken from the notes of the examination show 
the general character of the families grouped in this institution: 
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An educated mamed woman aged tbirtj yean, with a child eight 
months old, recently admitted on acconnt of desertion of husband ; 
has also one child in an asylnm and two at serrice ; will probably 
soon go out and provide for herself; a man sizty-three years old, 
twice married and eighteen years in the bonse, has two cbUdren by 
his second wife, both of whom are inmates, one a vagrant girl nine* 
teen years old and married and the other a feeble minded boy eleven 
years of age ; the wife has four children by ber former bneband, three of 
whom provide for themselves, and the other, a weak minded woman, 
aged twenty-nine years, is with the mother ; the entire time spent by 
this family in this institution footed up sixty-two years ; three vagrant 
sisters aged respectively thirty-five, thirty-three and nineteen years, 
the first two married and deserted by their husbands, each having an 
illegitimate child with ber bom in the house ; the eldest of the sisters 
admitted when ten years of sige, baa been frequently placed in fami- 
lies, but failed to retain the positions ; the mother died a pauper, and 
the grandparents are now being aided outside; a man forty-six years 
old, widowed and said to be very intemperate, with a daughter aged 
. twenty-one years and a girl two years old aa inmates, the former hav- 
ing an illegitimate child bom in the bouse; the man wholly disabled by 
rhenmatism and permanently dependent, the daughter intelligent and 
educated and may go out and provide for herself; a man seventy-one 
years old, grossly intemperate and seventeen years an inmate, and 
his wife, aged tbirty-fonr years, thirteen years in the institution ; they 
have two children, both born in the house, and the woman an ille- 
gitimate girl thirteen years old, also born in the institution ; and a 
married man said to be one hundred and eight years old, and his 
granddau^ter aged twenty-one years, single and probably soon to 
become a mother. 

A few of the other cases, taken from the notes of the inquiry, are 
here given which will serve to throw light upon the sources of pau- 
perism in the county : A man twenty-four years old, crippled in 
childhood and an inmate eight years, will probably remain a public 
burden through life ; the mother, one brother and two sisters have 
also been paupers ; a man aged seventy years, a widower, three years 
an inmate, is of foreign birth and became a pauper within a few 
weeks after coming into the country from Canada; is very intempei^ 
ate, badly eripp^d by rheumatism and ofiFers no hope of recovery ; 
a tingle woman, twenty-five years old, uneducated and intemperate, 
was admitted when fourteen years of age, remained a short time and 
was placed out, but failed to retain the portion ; has one illegitimate 
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child and is again soon to become a mother; an Bnmarried woman, 
aged twenty-one yearB, an inmate since one year old, is nneducated, 
has only partial speeeh, and will probably borden the conn^ the 
balance of ber life ; and a woman, single, fifty years of age and six 
years in the bonse ; is a deaf mute and wholly uneducated ; the 
lather, mother and two brothers were panpers. 

The insane were wholly of the chronic class, fifteen (15) of whom 
were Tosa and thirty-eight (38) women. The facta regarding a few 
of the cases are here noted : A man nine^-four years of age, admit- 
ted when fifty years old, and has since then remained in the insti- 
tntion ; committed homicide before admission, and for several years 
after was said to be extremely violent and dangerous and kept in con- 
finement; at present is very feeble and entirely hannless; an eda- 
cated single man thirty-two years old, became insane while in the 
army, dnnng the late war; was twb years at the State asylum with- 
out improvement ; at times quite violent, and offers little hope of 
recovery ; a man aged fifty-five years, of whom' nothing is definitely 
known, has been only a short time in the institution and is supposed 
to be from Canada ; ia eabject to frequent paroxysms of excitement 
and it is said g^vee much tronble ; an unmarried woman fifty years 
old, has been in the hoose over thirty years, and little is known as to 
her condition in the early stage of the insanity ; is at present very 
quiet and well disposed ; a single woman aged twenty-one, two 
years insane, but baa not been at any State asylum, is frequently vio- 
lent, and is said then to require close snpervision ; maternal grand- 
&ther, father and mother and also one brother said to have been 
insane ; and an nnmarried woman forty years old, insane ten years 
and three years in the institution, was at the State asylum two years 
without improvement, father and other members of the family have 
also been insane ; is very quiet and causes no trouble. 

The following conclusions were reached regarding the future of the 
insane of this county : Wholly incurable, fifty-one ; will probably 
recover, two ; future doubtful, one. 

Edtgb Oouhtt. 
This county has made provision for its pauper classes in a series of 
bnildings situated near the village of Flatbush, about four miles 
from the central part of the city of Brooklyn. Tfacee, known as the 
Kings county alms-house, consist of four departments, as follows: 
alms-house proper, hoEpital, nursery and lunatic asylum. Each of 
these departments ie under the immediate chai^ of a resident officer, 
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the entire establishtneDt being aabject to the general contrd. aad 
maoagenieDt of the Board of OommJBBioners of Charitiee of Kiogi 
connty. The facts obtained b; the inquiry regarding tbQ inmatea of 
these various departmei^ts irill be, cooqidered in, the order a^ above 
stated: 

Ahnt-hotiae proper. — Thia con^pt? of tw,o Bubs^antial bri^ build- 
ings, one for males. and onp. for feiq^e^,; tbe former was erected iti 
3870, and the latter h^p been in. ose for sev^^ years. There are 
also several email buildings, ns^ for varioBa purposes, the entire 
department affordingat^ommodationsforabofitonethonaand persons. 

At the time of the inquiry, tfais-departoheat contained five, hundred 
and eerenty-six (676) inmates. Of these,, two hnodrsd and, ninet^r 
three (293) were males, and two hnndred and eightyrthree (233) 
females. They were generally aged, pemoqq, and a large, proportion 
of them disabled ai)di infinn. The iastitu^on i% plfunly foiai.ifihed, 
and seems adequate, to the purposes to which it i^ applied. 

Ho^tiial;, — This.is.a.cQmmodioDS brick bnildiqg, funiished with 
the appliances and comforts for the treatuiCQt of the sick, and will 
accommodate abont tbf^ hondred. patients. It is onde^ th^ superin- 
tendence of a resident physician, asd has a^oorps; of attendants and a 
oonaolting medical staS. Th? patients in the institution at the. time 
of the examination numbered two hundred apd seventeen (317), of 
whom ninety-nine (99) wer^ males, iHid ope hundred and. eighteen 
(118) females. 

Ifursery. — This department, designed for children between the 
ages of fire and sixteen years, is a brick stmctnre, having room for 
about four hundred of this daas. Upon the occasion of the examina- 
tion it had under care twp hundred and fifty-one (251) boys, and one 
hundred and fifty-on@ (ISl) girls, making a total of four, hnadred 
and two (402). The oonditioQ of these children was so fully set forth 
in the r^>ort of the vic^president to tbe Board in 18?fij befoie 
referred to, that no further mention regarding them here ia thought 
to be necessary. The department hw. been broken up since then, 
and the children transferred to the various orphan asylums in Brook- 
lyn. All of this class becoming a pnblio charge are now sent, by the 
proper officers, direct to these a^lums, and provided for at the rates 
agreed upon by the anthorities. The building heretofore in use for 
the children is now being remodeled, and, it is said, will be appro- 
priated to the chronic insane. 

iMTiatio AaylwR. — This is a commodious, well-built brick edifice 
in good repair, and fnrnishes room for about six hnndred patientE. 
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A, few of the more qaiet and liamLlees oases occnp^r the old aeylnni 
edifice. Whea the nareerf bai^iog Bhall be fitted up, the entire 
eBtablishmeot will give adeqoftte accommodationa for nine hnndrcd 
inBaoe. The ioatitatioD receivee and provides D^w the acute and 
chronic insane of both, sex^, the coaujijr being exempt from the 
operation of thegenenil statutesrelatingtotheinaane. At the time 
of the inqniry it: had six hundred and sewnty-flve (675) patients, in 
all, nnder its ciwe. Qi these two hundred and sixty-three (263) were 
males, aqd fonr hundred and twelve (412) females. As no patients 
are discharged from the a^limi' except n|K>Q recover; or improve' 
ment, the proportion of chronic cases was unusually large as compared 
with those of other institutions for the insane. 

Total Inmates qf the. Alma-^mae.. — The total number of inmates 
of all the departments of, this alms-house at the time of the inquiry, it 
appeared, was eighteen hundred and seventy (1870). Of these nine 
hundred and six (906) were males, and nine hundred and sixty-four 
(964) females, classified by birth as follows : New York, five hundred 
and fifty-four ; other States of the Union, eighty-eight ; Canada and 
other British American provinces, twelve ; England, seventy-two ; 
Ireland, eight hnndred and fifty-fonr ; Scotland, eighteen ; Germany, 
two hnndred and thirteen ; France, nine; other European countries, 
twenty-four ; birthplaces nnknown, twenty-six. The fkthers of two 
hnndred and seventy'-four, and the mothers of two hundred and fifty* 
three, were of native birth ; and tlie fathers of fonrteea hnndred and 
thirty and the mothers of fourteen hnndred and sixty-eight, were 
foreign bom. The birth of the fathers of one hundred and eixty-eix, 
and of the mothers of one hundred and forty-nine, could not be 
learned. 

The following is a classification of the ages of the inmates, acoord- 
ing to the inquiry : Under two years of age, twenty-one ; between 
the ages of two and sixteen years, three hundred and forty-two ; 
hetween sixteen and thirty, two hundred and sixty-foor; between 
thirty and fifty, six hnndred and fifty-seven ; between fifty and eighty, 
five hundred and forty-two; over eighty yearsold, forty-fonr. Twenty- 
eight became dependeut at birth; two iinndred and ninety-six before 
they had reached ten years of age ; one hundred and thirty-eight, 
when between the ages of ten and twenty years ; seven hundred and 
one, when between twenty and forty ; four hundred and eighty-two, 
when between forty and sixty, and two hnndred and twenty-five after 
they had passed sixty years. The duration of the dependence was 
■toertained to have been as follows : Lean than one year, four hundred 
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sad siztf-two ; one y«ar and less than two yenrs, two hundred and 
seventy-three; two jeare and lesa than fire, five hundred and seven; 
five years and 1^6 than ten, three hundred and sizty'One ; ten yeart 
and less than twenty, two hundred and twenty-fonr ; twenty years 
and less than thirty, thirty-seven ; thirty years and less than forty, 
fire ; over forty years, one. The average daration of the depend- 
ence, up to the time of the ozamination, appeared to have been 4.31 
years ; the aggr^ate, eight tboasand and fifty-foar years. 

The edncational attainments and habits of the inmates of this insti- 
tntion are shown by the following statement : Of those of adnit age 
and proper intelligence, only two hundred and forty-one, or a little 
over sixteen per cent had received a &ir common school edncation ; 
five hundred and ninety had learned so as to read only ; two hundred 
and twenty-four could read and write, and four hundred and thirty- 
three were without any education. Four hundred and ninety-one of 
the men, or nearly seventy-fire per cent, and three hundred and seven 
of the women, or about thirty-eeven per cent, admitted that they had 
formed habits of inebriety. The previous habits of forty-two of tiie 
men, and one hundred and sizty-fire of the women, could not be ascer- 
tained. The fathers of five hundred and nineteen, and the mothers 
of two hundred and eizty-fonr, were said to have been intemperate. 

The number of families represented in the institution was sixteen 
hundred and sizty-eigbt. The dependent, unfortunate and vicions 
outgrowth of the families, in three generations, as far as could be 
learned, had been as follows : Faupere, two thousand and forty-nine; 
insane, seven hundred and fifty-five ; idiots, tweuty-three ; inebriates, 
nine hundred and seventy-five. Five hundred and thirty-two of the 
inmates were parents. These, it was ascertained, had thirteen hun- 
dred and forty-five children living, of whom one hundred and fifty- 
two were in poor-houses, nine in asylums and six in refuges. Eleven 
hundred and forty-three were said to be s^lf-eupporting, while the con- 
dition of thirty-five was not definitely known. 

The evidences of eutailment of panperiem in the families repre- 
sented in the institution, appeared as follows : Forty-siz were the 
offspring of pauper fathers; two hundred and fourteen of pauper 
mothers, and in eleven instances, the pauperism on the maternal side 
was traced back to the third generation. Two hundred and seven 
had pauper brothers ; one hundred and seventy-three, pauper sisters ; 
fire, pauper uncles, and thirteen, pauper aunts. 

The following conclusions were formed regarding the future of the 
inmates of this institution : Three hnndred and tbirty-seren will prob- 
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ftbly go out and provide for themselree ; three bandred and eighteen 
xaa.j be trained to eelf-Bapportiiig indoBtrieB, ii' soon removed and 
placed under proper influeoces, and nine hundred and forty-two are 
qnite sare to remain dependent the balance of their lives. The con- 
dition of two hundred and seventy-three was sncb aa to render it 
difficult to predict, with an; degree of certainty, as to their futore. 

Lewis Ooukxt. 

Tliis county haa a aobetantial poor-house ediflee* pleasantly sitnated 
Dear Iiowville. It is a three-story biiok building, nearly new, in 
excellent repair, and sarronnded by eommodiooB and finely condi- 
tioned yards. A small detached brick structure is appropriated to 
the cbnmic insane. It is in good preservation, comfortably furnished, 
and meets very properly the requirements of this class. 

The institution, apon the occasion of the inquiry, had under its 
care fifty-three (68) pauper inmates, twenty-nine (29) males and 
twenty-four (24) females. These varied in age as follows; nnder six- 
teen years, three ; between the ages of sixteen and thirty years, seven ; 
between thirty and fifty, fifteen ; between fifty and seventy, seven- 
teen ; over seventy years old, eleven. One was bom in the house ; 
eight were admitted before reaching the age of twenty years; 
twenty-one when between the ages of twenty and forty ; seven when 
between forty and sixty ; and sixteen after they had passed sixty 
years of age. Seven had been in the honse less than tme year ; 
twenty-three, one year and less than five years ; sixteen, five years 
and less than twenty ; five, twenty years and less than thirty ; one, 
thirty years and less than forty ; and one over forty years. The sum 
of all the time spent in the institution by its inmates, when exam- 
ined, amounted to fonr hundred and nine years, equivalent to an 
average of 7.71 years to each. 

The examination showed that the greater portion of the inmates 
were natives — twenty-nine naming New York, and two, other 
States 6f the Union, as their places of birth. One was said to have 
been bom in Canada; fonr in Ireland ; seven in Germany, and six 
in other European countries. The birthplaces of four could not t>e 
learned. The birth of the parents, as far as ascertained, was fonnd 
to be about equally native and foreign. The education and habits 
of the adult inmates were stated thus : Thirteen had been instracted . 
in common schools; six eonld read and write; ten had learned to 
read only, and twelve had grown up without any educational train- 
ing. Four of the men and ten of the women claimed to be totally 
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abetment, while thirteen of the former and two of tlie latter, it was 
Biud, had formed habits of inebriety. In the other cases, nothing 
definite could be learned regarding their former habits. 

The inmates represented fbrty-sevon families whiob, in three gen- 
erations, it vaa ascertained, had prodnoed, in all, seventy-three public 
dependents, thirty-six insane persona, ten idiots and sixteen Inebi-i- 
ates. Eighteen were parents having an aggregate of forty-threa 
living children. These were said to be conditioned in life as follows : 
In poor-houses, four ; boand ont, one; self-sustaiaiug, thirty-«ighb 

A vigorous system of placing ont children in families is now in 
force in the oonnty, and its beneficial results are qnite apparent. 
8ome of the evils incident to the rearing of (^ildren in poor-honse 
associations, ae practiced in former years in the county, are, however, 
still observable . in the institntion, but these are gradnally passing 
away. Of those examined, five were the offspring of pauper fathers, 
and nine of pauper mothers ; seven had pauper br^thers^ and three 
pauper sisters ; and in two cases the panperism had run through three 
generations. 

The following were the families groaped. in the house when the 
examination was made : A man aged »xty, and bis wife seventy years 
old, childless and wholly dependent ; the father, mother and two 
brothers of the former were paupers, and the latter has pauper rela- 
tives ; have been in the institution four yeara, and w<ve previously 
aided outside several years ; a widowed woman, seventy-two years 
old, in the honee six years with three idiotic children, two males and 
one female, aged respectively fifty, thirty-eight and thirty years ; the 
mother uneducated, but said to have been temperate, industrious and 
frugal, the father intempraate and debased ; a man and wife, inmates 
about one year, the former sev^ity-eigbt, the latter sixty-^ght years 
old ; both feeble and infirm, and aided for some time before admis- 
sion ; have a daughter, but not able to prpvide for their support ; 
and two sisters, bo^i idiotic, the older eighteen and the younger five 
years of age, inmates two years ; the btber and mother paupers, and 
said to have been of weak intellect. 

Among the other cases were the following : A bright intelligent 
girl nine years old, under care about one year, said to be orphaned and 
neglected, is soon to be placed in a family; a woman eighty-five years 
old and a widow, has been only one year in the house, but recraved 
ont-door relief for fifteen years before admission ; is the mother of 
two living children, one a eon with a large family being aided ont- 
side; an idiot male, twenty-one years old, three years in the institu- 
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tion ; had a weak minded pauper sieter, tbe mother of two illegiti- 
mate children ; tlie lather said to have beea an habitual drunkard; 
and a married man aisty-livo years of age, weak minded and nearly 
blind ; has three children living, one intelligent and two of feeble 
intellect, all of whom, ae ;et, provide for themselves. 

The general character of the inaane in this institution will be seen 
\tj the following cases : A married woman fifty-one years old and the 
mother of two children ; was taken insane at the age of twenty-nine; 
spent two years at the State asylum and the balance of the time in 
this institation ; father and mother were paupers, the latter dying 
insane; a married man forty-five years of age, very intemperate and 
three years insane, two of which were passed in the State institution, 
has five livmg children, all of whom it is said provide for themselves ; 
nothing satisfKctory could be ascertained as to hla family or the prob- 
able cause of the disease ; an unmarried man twenty-live years old, 
insane threeyears, and treated first at the State asylum ; the mother 
was leebli minded and the maternal grandmother died insane ; one 
inatemsl aunt bore two illegitimate cliildren in the poor-house, 
another, with a child, was an inmate of tlie liouse six years, and 
another led a dissolute lito and was also a pauper ; a single man aged 
forty-one years and seventeen years in the house, without treatment 
at the State asylum ; the mother died insane and two brothers and » 
sister were thus diseased; an educated married woman forty-nine 
years old, nine of which have been spent in this honee insane; bad a 
sister who died insane ; a married woman, twenty-six years of age, 
insane two years, daring one of which was under treatment at the 
State asy lam; mother died insane, and a maternal uncle and aunt 
were insane ; a woman tlilrty-five years old, married aud abandoned 
by her husband ; sixteen years insane, two of which were spent at 
the State asylum aud the balance mostly in th» house ; mother and 
[Mtemsl grand&ther died insane ; and a single man aged thirty-two 
yean, very intemperate ; was taken insane in the a^my when twenty 
years of age; under eare of the State asylum one year, without 
improvement; &tber and mother intemperate, the latter being fee- 
ble minded. 

The nttw helplessness of the inmates of this home will be 
observed by the following statememt of the condaeione arrived at 
regarding their future, at the time of the examination : Of those thee 
under care only two will probably go out and provide for themselves ; 
one may he trained to become eel^npporting if early removed and 
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placed nuder ^od influences ; and fifty will, donbtless, be dependent 
iipon the pablic the remainder of their Uvea. 

LimrosTOK Codnti. 

The poor-honse of this connt; is pleasantly located near the Tillage 
of G^eneseo. It is a sabstantial brick bnilding in good repair, and 
surronnded by tastefully laid out and well kept groaodB. The 
chronic insane are provided for in a detached brick structure, situated 
near the main edifice. It is comfortably furnished and meets very 
ptoperly the necessities of this class of insane. 

At the time of the inqniry, the institntion had under its care one 
hundred and six (106) panpers, twenty (20) of whom were insane. 
They were divided as to sex, as follows : Males, fifty-five (55); females, 
fifty-one (61). Sixty-two were bom in New York j fourteen in other 
Btates of the Union, and two in Canada. Of the others, seventeen 
were bom in Ireland, and eight in other European countries. The 
birthplaces of three conld not be learned. The parentage of the 
persons examined, so far as ascertained, appeared also to be mostly 
native. 

The following statement shows the education and habits of the 
inmates of this institution : Of those of adnlt age, thirty-three had 
attended common schools ; eleven had learned to read only ; ten conld 
read and write, and twenty-nine were wholly witbont edneationa] 
training. Six of the men and twenty of the women, were said to 
be strictly temperate; twenty-nine of the former and seven of the 
latter, confessed the immoderate use of intoxicating drinks, and in 
twenty-one instances, the former practices could not be ascwtained. 
The fathers of thirty-two and the mothers of fifty-one, were said to 
have been temperate. 

The periods in life in which the inmates of this institntion became 
dependent, according to the facts obtained, were as folbws: At 
birth, eight; before arriving at the age of twenty years, fourteen ; 
when between the ages of twenty and thir^ years, sixteen ; when 
between thirty and fifty, twenty-fonr; when between fifty and . 
seventy, twenty-eight ; alter they had passed seventy years of age, 
sixteen. When examined, their ^es were thus classified : Under 
two years old, four ; between the ages of two and sixteen years, 
thirteen ; between sixteen and thirty, fourteen ; between thirty and 
fifty, twenty-three ; between fifty and eighty, forty-one ; over eighty 
years old, eleven. Ten had been in the institution less than one 
year ; fifty, one year and less than five years ; twenty-three, five 
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;ean and lees than ten ; fifteen, tea years and lees than twenty, and 
eight over twenty years. The average time spent in the honse by all 
the inmates had been 5.18 years, the aggregate, five hnudred and forty- 
nine years. 

The nomber of iiimUieB represented in the institntioD, was eighty- 
nine. There bad sprang from these families, in three generations, ao tfu 
as conld be traced oat, one hundred and thirty-two public dependents ; 
twenty'^onr insane ; nine idiots, and seventy-three intemperate per- 
sons. Twenty-two of the inmates were parents, said to have in all, 
sizty-two living children. The condition of three of these children 
could not be fully ascertained. The situation of the others was stated 
to be as follows : In poor-houses, fifteen ; bound out, seven ; selt 
supporting, thirty-seven. 

Until recently, this county has allowed its dependent children to 
be retained in the poor-house, and endeavored to educate and train 
them in a school connected with the institution. A wiser policy 
regarding this class is now, however, in force. The children are tem- 
porarily provided for in aaylnms, at Eochester, under favorable terms 
to the connty, and thence, as good opportunities ofier, they are 
placed in families in the city or conntry. The evil effects of the 
former practice of consigning children to the poor-house, are still 
observable in the institution among its older inmates, and considera- 
ble time must intervene before these are fully eradicated. Five of 
those examined were the offspring of panper fathers and eighteen of 
panper mothers ; nine had pauper brothers and thirteen panper sif- 
ters, and in one instance, the pauperism extended back to the third 
generation, both on the paternal and maternal sides. 

The following were some of the families grouped in the institu- 
tion : A'Woman forty-foar years old, with a boy aged nine and a 
girl six years old, born in the institution ; was admitted to the pooi> 
house of a neighboring county, with her sick husband, since dead, 
when twenty-nine years of age, where she gave birth to her first 
child, and remained about one year ; has five children in all, three of 
whom are bound ont ; the boy, now with her, was placed in a family 
vhen six years old, bnt soon returned to the institution ; both chil- 
dren intelligent and healtby, and if removed might probably be 
trained to provide tor themselves ; the woman uneducated but said 
to be temperate, industrious and very useful ; two sisters aged 
respectively fifty-three and forty years, both of feeble intellect ; the 
former single and an inmate since twenty years of age, the latter 
twice> married, now a widow, and in the honse nearly five years with 
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her oldest child, a danghter, aged twenty-one years, and also feeblfl 
minded; has a younger child placed out and said to be doing well; 
an unmarried woman twenty-five years of age, with an illegitimate 
child one year old, bom in the poor-honse of an adjoining county ; 
has a sister, an dpileptic, also in the institntioa ; hare been iumatea 
only abont one year, but both probably will continue to be public bur- 
dens through life ; a Single woman tliirty^three years old and eight 
years an inmate ; is very well educated and said to be temperate and 
- a good laborer ; has an illegitimate boy nine years old, who was 
admitted with her, and a girl six years of age, bom in the institu- 
tion ; both children are fairly intelligent and if removed could be 
trained to usef ulness ; the mother, debased by poor-house association^ 
has no inclination to leave the institntioa ; a bright, intelligent, 
well educated unmarried woman, twenty years of age, recently admit- 
ted, with an illegitimate child six months old ; ia said to be respect- 
ably connected and well behaved, and will probably soon be removed ; 
a single colored girl aged eighteon years, with an illegitimate child 
one year old, born in the honse ; has the ability to provide for her- 
self and child, yet will not probably do so ; a widowed woman ninety 
years old and totally blind, with an unmarried danghter aged sizty- 
fonr years, feeble minded and an epileptic; have both been six yeare 
in the honse and are wholly dependent ; a married woman of feeble 
intellect, aged thirty-three years, abandoned by her husband, having 
a child with her nearly three years old ; has two older children pro- 
vided for by their father ; a man and hia wife, both abont fifty years 
of ^e, the tbrmer an inmate six and the latter sixteen years, the 
woman having an. illegitimate, epileptic girl in the house, fifteen years 
old, and all likely to continue dependent the balance of their lives ; 
two brothers aged respectively eight and Six years, both intelligent, 
and inmates two years ; the mother dead and the father inteinperate, 
dissolute and debased ; and a widowed woman aged thirty-three 
years, with two children, the youngest being about one year old, and 
illegitimate; is educated and temperate, but depraved and vagrant, 
and givea but little hope of reformation. 

The following, among other cases in the institution at the time of 
the examination, are given as showing the various phases of paoper- 
ism, and its sources, in the county : A woman of weak intellect, aged 
sixty-five years, unmarried, and thirty-five years an inmate ; has bad 
one sister and two brothers who were paupers, and died in poor- 
houses ; a single woman, twenty-three years old ; was orphaned at 
the age of two years, placed in a family, but soon cast off and 
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aegleoted ; admitted to the poor-honso id early life, went oat sooA 
after, bnt returned when twenty years old, and will probably con- 
tinae to be a pabliQ barden ; a widowed woman, aged eigbty-nina 
years, and two years in the institution ; is apparently respectable, bnt 
has DO cbildran or relatives able to provide fot her maiatenance ; a 
man ninety-five years old, twice married, but now a widower ; is 
fairly educated and temperate; has been an inmate only abont one 
year, and is wholly dependent ; a colored man, single, aged twenty- 
four years, an inmate only a abort time ; is paralytic and nearly help- 
lees ; a single man, seventy-seven years of age, well edncated, and 
said to have been industrious and frugal; admitted to the house 
some fifteen years ago on acoonnt of sickness,, recovered soon and 
went out, but returned two years since, and will, doubtless, hereafter 
bnrden the county; and a man thirty years old, a widower, one year 
an inmate ; has no education, is intemperate and vagrant, and has 
been in jail for drankenness and disorderly conduct ; is industrious 
under proper restraint, but, left at large, is aaid to be idle, shiftless 
and vicious. 

The insane were all of the chronic class, and most of them quite 
aged, bnt they presented no marked peculiarities. The records 
showed that a considerable portion of th6m had been treated at the 
State aqrlnm. Many of them had been in tiie house for a long time, 
and they were generally deemed to be incurable. 

The indications were that eighty-five of the inmates of this insti- 
tution would bnrden the pnblic the remainder of their lives ; three 
will probably go out and provide for themselves ; fonr may be trained 
to self-assertion, if soon removed and placed nnder proper influences ; 
and the fiitnre of fovrteen seemed in doubt. 

Madisoh Coinrrr. 

The Madison county poor-honse is an old dilapidated etrncture, 
and poorly suited for its purposes. The apartments occupied by the 
insane have been recently repaired and improved, and are quite 
comfortable. The institution is pleasantly situated near the village 
of Eaton. Its accommodations are for abont one hnodt^d and fifty 
persons. 

The number of imnates at the time of the examination was ; males, 
forty-five (46), females, forty-four (44), total, eighty-nine (89), Of 
these, twenty-one (21) were chronic insane, and two were colored. 
They were classified by birth as follows : New York, forty-six ; other 
States, sixteen ; Canada, qqo ; England, three ; Ireland, fourteen ; 
12 



..,,\C 



178 AirifUAL Report of tsb 

other European conatrieB, live ; birtliplnces uDknown, fonr. The 
&tliers of fifty, and the mothers of fifty-one, were born in the 
United States, and the fathers of twenty-eight and tlie mothers of 
twenty-seven were of foreign birth. In eleven cases the birthplaces 
of the parents could not be ascertained. 

The inquiry showed that the inmates of this poor-house were 
mostly of mature age, only tliree being under sixteen yeara old ; fif- 
teen were between the ages of sixteen and thirty years ; twenty-two 
between thirty and fifty ; twenty-seven between fifty and seventy ; and 
twenty-two were over seventy years old, of whom ten had passed the 
age of eighty yeara. Twelve became dependent before reaching the 
age of twenty years ; twenty-five when between the ages of twenty 
and forty ; twenty-nine when between forty and sixty, and twenty- 
three a&jst they were sixty years old. Kineteen had been dependent 
less than two years ; twenty-eight two years and less than five ; sixteen 
five years and less than ten ; twenty-four, ten years and less than 
thirty, and two over thirty years. The average time spent in poor- 
houses by all the inmates was 7.80 years ; the aggregate, six hundred 
and ninety-fonr years. 

The educational attainments of the inmates of this institation were 
ascertained to be as follows : Of those of adult age and having capacity 
to receive instruction, twenty-nine, or less than thirty-six per cent, 
had enjoyed the advantages of common school training ; fifteen had 
learned to read and write; ten could read o.nly, and twenty-four were 
without any education. The proportion of intemperate appeared 
quite large. Six of the men and sixteen of the women claimed to be 
totally abstinent, while thirty of the former and ten of the latter, 
admitted having formed habits of inebriety, of whom twenty-one, 
or nearly twenty-seven per cent, confessed that they had been con- 
firmed dmnkards. The habits of three of the men and thirteen of 
the women, could not be satisfactorily leiirned. A large proportion 
of the parents, it was stated, was also intemperate. 

Until within a few years, the practice of consigning dependent 
children to poor-houses, has prevailed in this county, with the evil 
and baneful results every where attending the system. To properly 
meet the needs of this class, the Madison County Orphan Asylum, 
in 1874, was established. This institution, founded solely through 
the munificence of a distingnishod and philanthropic citizen of the 
county, since deceased, is located at Peterboro. It receives and pro- 
vides for the dependent children of the county, who, otherwise, would 
be sent to the poor-house. These are educated and, trained for a time 
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in the institution, and thence are placed in families, and thus absorbed 
into tbe rigorouB and Belf-aupportingpopulation. ThiBteodg to break 
the line of pauper descent, in the dependent families of the county, 
and its beneficial resnlts, social as well as iinaacial, are already felt. 
Of the inmates of the poor-lionee examined, only three were the 
offspring of panper fathers, and fonr of pauper mothers. These were 
.cases that bad been for a long time in the institution, and no further 
entailment of pauperism in their cases, seemed probable. In no 
instance could the dependence be traced back to the third gen- 
eration. 

The inmates of this institution were representatives of eighty-three 
families, from which it was ascertained there had sprung, in three 
generations, one hnndred and two public dependents ; thirty-four 
insane ; ten idiots and seventy-one inebriates. Twenty-eeren of them 
were parents having an aggregate of fifty-two living children. These 
were said to be situated in life as follows : In poor-hooses, three ; in 
asylums, eight ; in prisons and penitentiaries, two ; bound out, four ; 
selfenstaining, thirty-two ; condition unknown, three. 

The various phases of pauperism, and the chief agencies which have 
operated in inducing dependence in this county, may be best shown 
by extracts from the notes of the inquiry. The following were among 
the cases examined: A married man fifly^eight years old, feeble 
minded and two years an inmate ; has one deaf mute child in an asy- 
lum, and nine other children said to provide for themselves; was 
aided outside with his &mily over ten years before admission to the 
bouse ; a man eighty years old and widowed ; was admitted to the 
poor-house of an eastern county, when fifty-two years old, with hia 
wife and two children ; has been in this house twenty-four years, 
where his wife and children died ; is very intemperate and entirely 
dependent ; a single man thirty-nine years of age, said to be a refugee 
from « southern State, suffering with chronic rheumatism ; has been 
in the honsaahout six yearsand will probablyfiontinue to burden the 
county; a man sixty-five years old, widowed, and grossly intemper- 
ate;' was admitted to the house at the age of forty-five years and since 
then has been in various other poor-honses, and repeatedly in jail for 
drunkenness; the father and two sisters have been paupers; has two 
children, one of whom is known to be self-supporting ; an idiotic 
woman, mulatto, fitty-eight years old, admitted when ten years of 
age ; said to have been longer In the house than any other of the 
inmates ; is completely helpless, and nothing is known regarding her 
parentage ; a single mulatto woman, thoroughly depraved, aged 
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■ twentj-fonr years, received in th« bouse when eleven years old j haa 
beeD placed in families several times, but returned as incorrif^ible ; is 
the mother of two illegitimate childreo, in the care of th? asylum ; 
a weak minded woman forty years old, twenty of which have been 
spent in tbis house ; married a panper inmate some five years since, 
and has one child in the asylum ; recently abandoned by her husband, 
and is wholly dependent ; a single woman aged twenty-three years 
with an illegitimate child one year old, snd has another child adoptea 
into a family ; was orphaned in early life and had no fixed home after 
fifteen years of age ; is fairly educated and temperate, bat debased 
and vagrant, and gives no hopes of improvement ; a widowed woman 
eighty years old, only one year in the house ; has one self-supporting 
child, and one in an insane asylum ; is well educated, temperate and 
respectable; and a single woman of foreign birth, aged forty-six 
years ; came to this country some nine years ago, crippled with rheu- 
matism, and soon after entered the poor-house, where she has since 
remained ; is wholly dependent, and will dotibtlese burden theeonnty 
the balance of her life. 

A few eases of the insane examined, it is thought, may properly 
be noticed here ; A single man aged twenty-nine years, and an 
unmarried sister twenty-fbur years old ; the former insane seven and 
the latter four years, two of which were spent at the State asylum ; 
the parents said to have been weak minded \ an unmarried man aged 
thirty years, two years insane at the State asylum and five years in 
this honse ; is quiet and harmless and considered incurable ; a eidgle 
man thirty-three years old, insane seven years ; was a soldier in the 
late war, and the insanity is supposed to have been induced by the 
service ; has not been at any State asylum ; a man forty-five years of 
age and unmarried ; has been insane twenty years, the whole of the 
time in this house ; no other cases of insanity known to have occur- 
red in the family ; a single woman aged sixty years ; has spent twen- 
ty-five years in the house, as insane, without any treatment else- 
where ; an unmarried woman, thirty-nine years old, insane less than 
one year, and no application made for her admission to the State asy- 
lum ; has fair physical organization and would seem to be curable ; a 
married woman forty -four years of age ; taken insane when twenty- 
eight years old ; has been, in all, about three years in the house; ia 
an habitual dninkard, and considered incnrable ; a widowed woman 
aged sixty-nine years ; has been in the honse three years, and gives 
no hope of recoveiy ; and two sisters, twins, unmarried, and fifty- 
nine years old ; one insane three years, two of which were spent at 
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tlie State ABylum, Und the uthef one 7^r ; both helpless and regarded 
as wliolly dependent. 
The inquiry showed that the inmatea of this honse ^ere generally 
' of the helpIeBB and dependent cUbb of panpers, only two exhibiting 
powers of self-assertion bo aa to warrant the belief they would go ont 
and provide for themeelveB ; the condition of three was such as to 
involve their future in donht ; and two, it was thonght, might become 
Belf-*npporting if soon removed and placed under proper snrronnd- 
ingB. The others, it seemed qnite certain, would continue to be pub- 
lic burdens the remainder of their lives. 

MONKOS OOTJMTT. 

The poor-house of this county, erected in 1872, is situated near the 
city of Eochester. It is a substantial, well deisigned three story and' 
basement brick ediflde, consisting of a central building and two lat- 
eral wings, and has accommodations for five hundred Inmates. The 
location is pleasant and healthful, the grounds are well nnderdrained 
and finely laid out, and the institution contains all the conveniences 
and comforts requisite for its purposes. The lunatic asylum is a bricli: 
structure pleasantly situated near the main edifice, and has accommo- 
dations for about one hundred and fifty patients. It receives, ander 
authority of the Legislature, both acute and 6hronic insane, and is 
managed by trustees selected by the board of supervisors, a resi- 
dent phyBician having the immediate charge. The expenses are met 
' by the income from paying patients and by appropriations from the 
county treasury. 

Upon the occasion of the inquiry, the whole number of paupers 
under county care, including one hundred and forty-six (146) insane, 
was three hundred and twenty-seven (327); of these one hundred and 
sixty-six (166) were males and one hundred and sixty-one (161) females, 
classified by birth as follows ; New Tork, ninety ; other States of 
the Union, fifteen ; Canada, eleven ; England, seventeen ; Ireland, 
one hundred and thirty-eight ; Scotland, nine ; Germany, forty-one ; 
other European countries, six. The fathers of fifty-fonr and the 
mothers of fifty-five were bom in the United States ; and the fathers 
of two hundred and forty-four and the mothers of two hundred and 
forty-five were of foreign birth. The nativity of the fathers of thirty- 
two and of the mothers of twenty-seven could not be ascertained. 
Nine of the inmates were homeless children; one was a woman aban- 
doned by her liuaband ; seventy-two were old and destitnte persons ; 
thirty-two were permanently, and thirteen temporarily diseased ; 
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three were crippled, two deformed and nine blind, one hundred and 
forty-six Insane, twelve idiotic, three epileptic, seven paralytic, six 
feeble minded, and twelve vagrant. 

The following is a elaasiflcation of the ages of the inmatee ; Under 
two years old, seven ; between the ages of two and Bixteen years, three ; 
between sixteen and forty, ninety-fonr; between forty and sixty, one 
hundred and thirteen ; between sixty and eighty, ninety-five ; over 
eighty years of age, fifteen. Six became dependent upon the county 
at birtb ; eighty-two before they were thirty years old ; sixty-seven 
when between the ages of thirty and forty; one hundred and two 
when between forty and sixty ; thirty-eight when between sixty and 
seventy, and thirty-two after they had passed the latter age. Sixty- 
five had been in the institution one year; one hundred and foor 
one year and less than five years ; one handred and forty-four five 
years and less than twenty ; thirteen twenty years and less than thirty, 
and one over thirty years. The whole time spent in poor-houses by 
all the inmates, as summed op, amounted to two thoosand one hun- 
dred and ten years. This would give an average of 6.46 years of 
poor-house life to each inmate. 

The examination showed a greater degree of intelligence among 
the inmates of this institution than is generally found in this class in 
poor-houses. The following is a summary of the facts obtained upon 
this point : Of those of adult age and having the capacity for instruc- 
tion, one hundred and eighty-seven, or over sixty-one per cent, had 
been educated in common schools; thirteen could read, and twenty 
were able to read and write. From the admissions of the persons 
and the testimony of the officers of the institution, it appeared that a 
large proportion of the Inmates had been intemperate, one hundred 
and twenty-five of the men and forty-seven of the women, or over fifty- 
six per cent, being set down as having formed habits of inebriety ; and 
of this number seventy-nine, or nearly twenty-six per cent, were said 
to have been confirmed drunkards. The habits of four of the men 
and of five of the women could not be ascertained. The others 
claimed to be totally abstinent. According to the infortnation 
obtained, tiie parents of a con»derable portion of the inmatee were of 
the intemperate class. 

The anthorities oS this connty early adopted the system of classifi- 
cation, as &r as practicable, in the support of the dependent portion , 
of its population. For several years past arrangements have existed 
with the managers of the various asylums, hospitals and homes of 
Bochester, for the reception, treatment and care of such cases as the 
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eoonty aatboritiea might desire, from time to time, to send to tbess 
institntioDB. Under these arrangementfl the children thrown npoQ 
the pnblic for snpport, have been sent to the asylnms and thence pat 
oat in families ; the sick have been transferred to the hospitals, and 
placed Tinder skillfal treatment, and the more respectable aged and 
infirm poor have been provided for in homes for this claee, having alt 
the conveniences necessary for their weliare and comfort. The 
adoption of this wise polio; has served largely to check the growth 
of panperism in the connty, by properly educating and training its 
dependent children, and promptly restoring to society, without loss 
of self-respect, those who from Bickoese or misfortnne were compelled 
to seek pobllc aid. Since the erection of the present poor-honse, with 
its adequate hospital aocommodationsj the sick have been mainly 
treated in that institatton, but the arrangements as to the care of the 
ebildren are still in force with the various asylnms. 

The inqniiy showed bnt little grouping of &miliee in the instita- 
tion ; the chief oanses of dependence being old age, sickness, insan- 
ity and the varions infirmities developed by intemperance and vicioos 
practices and indulgences. Two of the inmates had pauper fathers, 
and ten panper mothers. In a single instance only could the pau- 
perism be traced back to the third generation. Ninety-three of the 
inmates were parents who, it was said, had one hnndred and seventy- 
six living children, conditioned in life as follows : In poor-houses, 
nine ; in asylums, seven ; in refuges, two ; in prisons and penitentia- 
ries, three ; indentured in families, three; providing for themselves, 
one httndi'ed and fitly ; condition unknown, two. The number of 
families represented by the inmates was tlii'ee hundred and ten. 
There had sprung from these families, bo br as could be learned, in 
three generations, four hundred and two dependents ; one hnndred 
and sixty-one insane ; twenty-one idiots, and one hundred and ninety- 
eight inebriates. The condition of tw^ity-five of the inmates of this 
institntion was such as to involve their future ia doubt; nineteen 
will probably go out and provide for themselves ; eight may be trained , 
to self-support if promptly removed and placed under proper sur- 
ronndinge ; and two hundred and seventy-five are quite certain to 
burden the public the balance of their lives. 

The following were some of the femily groups in the institntion, 
at the time of the inquiry ; A married man of foreign birth aged 
seventy-four years, fifteen years an inmate, with his wife sixty-five 
years of age ; served in the English and United States armies twenty- 
five years, and also three years in the United States uavy ; is well edu- 
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cated and temperate ; lost his right arm aftor being dieeliarg«d from 
the service and is wholly dependent ; a married woman thirtiy-eix years 
of age, eaid to be abandoned by her bneband, with an infaiU; born in tha 
house ; has an older cbild in the.Troant Home ; ib &irly educated aod 
will probably soon go out and provide for hereelf; a single woman 
twei)ty-five years old, one month an inmate, having an ille^Umate 
child with her five years of age ; is well educated and temperate, and 
it is thought will become self-aapporting ; an educated married 
woman twenty-two yealrs old, abandoned by her husband ; has hem 
in the house about four months, and has a child bom in the ineti- 
tutioa, said to be legitimate; is temperate and induBtrione, and 
seems likely soon to provide for her mmntenance ; and a man thirty- 
two years of age, able bodied but grossly intemperate, and his wife 
aged twenty-seven years, suffering &om general debility ; with them 
two children, one seven years of age and tjhe other one year old; have 
been in the house only a few days, and will probably soon go out. 

A fbw of the other cases examined will next be noted, as showing 
the general character of the inmates of the institntion, and the canaes 
operating to induce pauperism in the county. A widowed woman 
eighty-eight years old, thirty-fonr of which have been spent in the 
poor-house; has been twjce married, both husbands dying in this insti- 
tntion ; is temperate, but uneducated and without relatives or friends 
to aid her J a married woman aged thirty years, was seized with 
epilepsy when twenty years old, abandoned by her husband and con- 
signed to the poor-house, where she has since remained ; has an epi- 
leptic sister in the insane asylum, and another who is provided for by 
friends ; is the mother of one child in the care of an orphan asylum, 
and will doubtlees burden the county through life ; a man thirty-seven 
years old and totally blind ; was placed in the asylum for the blind 
when- eight years of age, educated and instructed in the trades usually 
taught this class, and soon after being disdiarged entered tlie poor- 
house of a neighboring county ; has been twenty years in this and 
other poor-houses, and seems likely to remain dependent ; a weak 
minded ^rl twenty years old, illegitimate and bom in the poor-house; 
was placed in an orphan asylum when a child, but returned in a short 
time and has spent fourteen years in the institution ; the mother and 
one brother died paupers, and she will douhtleas Iiereafter burden the 
public ; a widowed woman fifty-four years of age, well educated but 
very intemperate ; has been two years an inmate and offers little hope 
of reformation ; has an intemperate son in the penitentiary, and a 
daughter who is an inebriate ; an unmarried woman aged thirty-three 
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years, tea jeafs io the hoaee; ie aa habitnal draiikard, well educated 
and aaid to be a good laborer ; has an illegitimate child prorided for 
at an asyluni ; a single man Berenty-siz years old, entered the pooi^ 
honaewheii fifty-aix yeara of age; ia imedaeated, intemperate aod 
never had a £xed home; an unmarried man. aged seveDty-&ur jean^ 
blind firom in jnries ; haa been fourteen yeara in the house and is entirely 
friendless; a married ma^eighty-eeven yeara of ago, fbebleand infirm; 
ia educated aod temperate, and has been five years an inmate ; has a 
wife who a blind, and a danghter eleven years old, who subsist by 
begging upon thestieetB; a single woman reeoitly admitted, twenty- 
five yeaifa old, educated futd temperate; early orphaned and without 
a fixed home, and is soon to become a mother ; and a married woman 
aged thirty-eight years, childless and deserted by her husband; is 
iutelligent and edaeated, but very iutemporate and debased ; has been 
several times in the penitentiaiy Ibr dnmkenness, and her mental 
&culti«8 are impaired so as. to predoda recovery. 

Of the insane under county management, twenty-one were in the 
poor-house edifice, and one hundred and twenty-five in t^e asylum 
bnilding. The fonner were all of the qniet chronic class, requiring 
no Bpeoial supervision. Included in the latter, however, were a con- 
siderable number of recent cases. Fifty-six (56) were males and 
nmety (90) females. 

The various phases of insanity in the institution, and the causes 
operating to produce the disease in the county, may probably be best 
shown by copying from the notes of t^e inquiry. A few of the recent 
cases will first be noticed : An unmarried man twenty-five years old, 
edaeated and temperate, insane six months ; father, mother and one 
maternal annt said to have been insane ; is quiet and harmless, but 
offers little hope of recovery ; a married mau aged forty years, four 
months insane, is thoroughly educated and of correct habits, disease 
progressing rapidly and is probably incurable ; no insanity, ae far as 
known, in other members of the family ; a woman thirty-three years 
of age, married and the raotlier of three living children ; is educated, 
temperate and of good physical oi^nizalion, and thought to be cura- 
ble, having been insane only one montli ; a single man t^ed thirty 
years, insane two months ; is a moderate drinker, well educated, and 
looked upon as convalescent ; a muried woman forty-eight years old, 
nnediicated, childless and intemperate ; has been insane three months, 
and is not regarded as a favorable case for recovery ; a single man 
aged thirty-six years, one year insane ; is without any education, dis- 
sipated, and has led a roving life ; prospects of recoveiy not encoui^ 
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aging ; an aDinarried Woman, twenty-five ytsare old,, edaeated and 
temperate; ineane sis monthe, fattier paralytic, mother iatemperste, 
and recovery donbtfal ; a married woman, fortj-five years of age, 
having one living child ; Ib edaeated but iotemperate and filthy; haa 
been insane three months, and deemed to be incnrable ; a married 
man aged forty-six years, insane four months ; is £urly educated, haa 
been a moderate drinker and an indostri^us laborer; bad a sister 
who died insane, and his prospects of recovery appear doabtfnl ; and 
a woman thirty-five years old, married und the mother of four living 
children; has been insane and under treatment two months without 
improvement ; mother and sister died insane, and her recov^y is not 
deemed probable. 

Among the chronic oases were the following: A married manfiftj- 
foor years old, temperate and thoroughly educated ; bdbre admission 
here had been in a private asylum, and twice at the State asylum, on 
each occasion being discharged improved; is subject to freq^ueut par- 
oxysms of excitement, at such times requiring careful supervision ; 
deemed incurable, father and mother having died insane; & man 
forty-two years of age, insane tliirteen years; is married and has two 
living children, both of whom are in the penitentiary ; has been very 
intemperate and gives no hope of recovery ; a married woman sixty- 
one years of age, and a daughter, single, aged thirty-eight years ; the 
former insane tbnrteen, and the latter four years, two of which were 
spent at the State asylum ; the mother ignorant and dissipated, the 
daughter fairly educated and temperate ; both are filthy and destruc- 
tive and looked upon as hopeless cases ; a single man, forty-six years 
old, live years insane ; is well educated but grossly intemperate and 
debased ; has led a roving life and been in prison for burglary ; is 
considered incurable; a man aged fifty-one years, unmarried, and 
insane seventeen years; is of foreign birth, unknown in the county, 
and will doubtless burden the public through lite ; a single woman, 
thirty-six years of age, taken insane when twenty-six years old, spend- 
ing two years thereafter at the State asylum ; is uneducated and 
intemperate and has an illegitimate child in the poor-honse; an ' 
unmarried man sixty-six years old, uneducated and intemperate ; was 
admitted to the poor-house when fourteen years of age, and has since 
been a public charge, and for the past seventeen years insane and an 
inmate of the asylum ; a single man aged thirty-two years, two years 
insane; is uneducated and very dissipated, and both parents were 
said to have been intemperiite ; lias led a life of vaj^rancy and crime, 
and is likely hereafter to burden the public; and a married woman 
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forty-five jears old, educated and temperate ; hae two BiBtere inBane, 
and gives no hope of recovery. 

The following conclusiona were arrived at regarding the futnre of 
the ioBane of thie conoty: Nine will probably recover ; the condi- 
tion of ten was such as to involve their future in doubt ; and one 
hundred and tweaty-Mven were deemed to be incurable. 

MoHTOOHBBT OoUHTT. 

This county provides for the support of its poor, uuder contract 
made, from time to time, by the board of supervisors. The building 
occupied for the purpose, formerly the property of the county, is 
situated near Fonda. It has been in use a long time but is lu fair 
condition and comfortably furnished, and has room for about oue buD- 
dred persona. 

The number of paupers nuder care at the time of the inquiry, 
including thirteen (13) classed as insane, was forty-four (14) ; of these 
twenty-four (24) were males and twenty (20) females, aged as fol- 
lows : Under sixteen years, seven ; between the ages of sixteen and 
thirty years, nine ; between thirty and fifty, thirteen ; between fifty 
and eighty, fifteen, six of the latter being over seventy years old. 
Four were bom in the poor-honse ; three were received before they 
bad arrived at the age of ten years ; seventeen when between the 
ages of ted and thirty ; twelve when between thirty and fifty ; 
and eight after they had passed tbe age of fifty years. Five had 
been in the house less than one year ; fourteen one year and less 
than five years ; twenty-two five years and leas than twenty j and 
three over twenty years. The entire time spent in the house by all 
the inmates, it was found, amouuted to three hundred and twenty- 
five years, being for each person an average of 7.39 years. 

It appeared from the inquiry that thirty-three of the inmates were 
natives of New York, and two of other States ; six were born in 
Ireland and two in Germany ; in ouo instance the birthplace could 
not be ascertained. The fathers of twenty-nine and the mothers of 
thirty-two were native, and the fathers of thirteen and the mothers 
of eleven, foreign born ; tbe nativity of the fathers of two and of the 
mother of one was unknown. 

Of the inmates of proper age and having capacity to receive 
indtrnctiou, only eleven had enjoyed the advantages of common 
school training ; two had learned to read and eight to read and write. 
The remainder were without any education. One man and three 
women claimed to have been totally abstinent, while in the cases of 
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aa of the former and fonr of the latter, notbitig conH be eatiefao- 
torily learned regarding their habits. All of the others confeesed 
intemperate practices, and thirteen were said to have been habitaid 
dmnkarda. The parents of a considerable portion of the mmBtea 
were known also to hare been intemperate. 

This conntj baa never availed itself of the accommodstioiis of 
orphan asylame, to any considerable extent, in<the care of its depend- 
ent children, bat relied mainly npon placing them direct in familiee. 
In the absence of proper opportnnities offering et) to dispose of them 
they have been sent, for the time being, to the poor-honse. As s con- 
sequence, the children from time to time have accumulated in this 
iDBtitution, thus perpetnating pauperism in families, and resulting in 
great and lasting evils. Of the inmates at the date of the examina- 
tion, nine were the offspring of panper fathers and twelve of pauper 
mothers ; eight had pauper brothers and thirteen panper sisters, and 
in two cases, both on the paternal and maternal side, the panperism 
was found to mn back to the third generation. The number of fami- 
lies represented in the institution by the inmates was thirty-six, 
from which families there had sprung in three generations, as far as 
conid be ascertained, fifty-seven public dependents, twenty-one insane 
persons, eight idiots and thirty-three inebriates. Ten of those exam- 
ined were parents having, in all, it was said, twenty-two living chil- 
dren, situated in life as follows : In poor-honses, fonr ; in asylums, 
one ; bonnd ont, three ; self-supporting, fourteen. 

The following cases, taken from the notes of the inqniry, will serve 
to show the more prominent causes which have operated to induce 
pauperism in this county ; A woman twenty years old, illegitimate, 
uneducated and vagrant; has two children in the house aged respect- 
ively three years, and six months, both illegitimate, and the latter 
born in the inBtitution ; recently married an intemperate crippled 
man, formerly a panper, and the county will doubtless be further 
burdened with additional progeny; a widowed woman, twice mar- 
ried, aged seventy-five years, and seven years an inmate ; is unedn- 
cated bnt temperate and apparently respectable ; has one self-support- 
ing child, but is likely to continne a public charge; two feeble 
minded sisters, the elder aged twenty-one, and tbe younger fifteen 
years ; the former an inmate of the honse eighteen years, and the 
latter fVom birth ; both maternal grandparents, as well as father, 
mother and other near relatives, have been paupers, and most of them 
intemperate; the degeneracy of the family renders it probable that 
other dependents may spring from it unless stringent precautionary 
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measmes are adopted ; a single woman twenty years old, blind since 
five years of age, and two brothers aged respectively fifteen and nine 
years, the former epileptic and the latter idiotio, offspring of con- 
sangnineous marriage and three years inmates; both &ther and 
moHier and three other of their children hare been panpers, the par- 
ents being nnedncated and grossly intemperate ; the entire family 
physically and mentally degenerated from long practices of dissipa- 
tion and debauchery, some of its membeiB being found in the poor* 
honse of an adjoining county, and the public seems likely to be 
largely burdened with its enpport until wholly extinct ; a man and 
hia wife, the former fifty-six years of age and the latter thirty-eight ; 
admitted to the house, with one child, eleven years ago, since which 
time three children have been bom to them, the two youngest being 
in the institution ; the man of good intellect but uneducated, intem- 
perate and crippled ; the woman of pauper descent, shiftless and 
ignorant bnt the children tairly intelligent ; a man eeventy-four years 
old, twice married bat childless ; had no opportnnities for an educa- 
tion and formed habits of dissipation in early life; has berai an 
inmate three years, prior to which he served a short term in the peni- 
tentiary, and is not probable to reform ; a weak minded woman, 
mulatto, forty-five years old, father intemperate and mother ignorant 
and debased ; has been six years an inmate and is wholly dependent 
and a married man sixty years of age, three of which have been spent 
in (he institution ; is well educated bat intemperate and debased 
has been frequently in jail and once in the penitentiary for dmnkea- 
nesB, and is deemed incorrigible. 

This county has made no special provision for its chronic panper 
insane, bnt avails itself mainly of the State aocommodations for Uiis 
elass. The following were among those under county care at the 
time of the inquiry : An unmarried man fifty years old and twenty 
years insane ; is educated and temperate and causes little trouble ; 
was in the State prison for theft before taken insane, but has not 
been at the State asylum ; a man thirty years of age, single, and 
insane ten years ; was at the State asylum for a time without improve- 
ment, and is wholly dependent ; the mother died a pauper, and an 
idiot brother eighteen years old has been in the honse since ten years 
of age ; & single woman aged f<»rty years, well edacated and temper- 
ate ; has been insane eight years, two of which were passed at the 
State asylum ; is very quiet and labors to a considerable extent, but 
considered incurable; an nnmarried woman forty-five years (Ad, 
insane three years without having been at the State asylum ; is fiiirly 
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educated, and once posseesed property bnt lost it tlirongt improvi- 
deoce ; IB 'aow entirely dependent, and offers no hope of reoorery ; a 
married womaD aged fifty years, inBone twenty-two years and aban- 
doned by her hnsband ; was nnder treatment at the State aeylnm in 
the early stage of the disease without improvement, and will proba- 
bly remain a public bnrden through life; and a single man thirty 
yeai^ old, ten years insane, two of which were spent at the State 
asylum and eight in this house ; tbe mother and one brother died 
paupers, yet no other members of the family are known to hare been 
insane ; is qniet and harmless bat wholly dependent and regarded aa 
incurable. 

The following conclusions formed as to the probable fntare of tbe 
inmates of this house, show their general helplessness and also tbe 
extent of the burden thrown upon the county for their care hereaf- 
ter : The condition of four was snch ae to render their future doubt- 
ful ; two, it was thought, might betrained to self-supporting labor if 
soon removed and given proper opportunities ; and thirty-eight 
appeared quite sure to remain dependent tbe remainder of their 
lives. 

New Yobk OoiraTr. 

The variooB departments of charities, constituting the alms-honse 
of New York county and city, are situated mainly upon the severa' 
islands formed by the Harlem and East rivers, and are under the 
general control of tbe Commissioners of Public Charities and Cor- 
rection of New Topk, who also direct the management of the peni- 
tentiaries, work-houses and city prisons. The following is s list of 
those several institutions: Alms-house proper, hospital for incura- 
bles, New York city lunatic asylum, epileptic and paralytic hospital. 
New York city asylum for the insane, nurseries and nursery hospi- 
tals, idiot asylum, and infant hospital. Besides these institutions 
there are also Bellovne hospital, at tbe foot of Twenty-sixth street, 
East river ; tbe charity and small-pox hospitals, on Blackwell's 
island ; and the relapsing fever hospital, on Hart's island. As these 
latter institutions are devoted mostly to the treatment of cases who, 
npon recovery, go out and provide for themselves, no examination of 
their inmates was conducted. 

The Alms-house prqp^. — This institution, devoted to the care 
of the aged, is situated on Blackwell's island, and consists of a depart- 
ment for males and a department for females. The former contained 
five hundred and seventy-five (575) and tbe latter five hundred and 
twenty-four (624) inmates. In these numbers are included one hnn- 
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dred asd forty-six (146) blind persons, gCQerally aged, provided for 
in separate wards and nader special snporvision. The buildings are 
Bobetantisl stone stmctures, and althongh in use a long time, tliej 
are in fair preservation. The entire department has accommodatione 
for abont twelve hundred persons. Of those nnder care at the 
time of the ingnity it was thotight that nine hnndred and fifty- 
eight, or nearly eighty-eight per cent, would probably bnrden the 
public the remainder of their lives. The condition of the others was 
such as to offer but little hope that any considerable portion of them 
would, hereafter, become self-supporting citizens. 

The Hospital for Incurables ia situated on Blactwell's island, 
near the almfl-honse proper. The bnildings are single-«tory pavilions, 
bnilt of wood, and have room for abont one hnndred and twenty-five 
patients. The number nnder care at the time of the examination, 
was one hundred and five (105), of whom fifty-one (51) were males 
and fifty-four (5i) females. All except three were over forty years 
old, and thirty had passed the age of eighty years ; thirteen were 
native and ninety-two foreign bom. At the time of the inquiry 
tbey had spent an aggregate of five hundred and fifty-six years iu 
the institution, an average of nearly five and one-third years to each 
person. It seemed quite probable that the entire number would con- 
tinno to be dependent hereafter upon public charity. 

Jl^ew York City Zunatio Aaylum. — This asylum is located on the 
northerly extremity of Blackwell's island. The principal building is a 
stone edifice, erected in IMS, and has room for about six nundred 
insane. Connected with this are sereral eingle-etory wooden pavilions, 
and also a number of other out-bnildiogs appropriated to patients. 
The whole number of insane under oare upon the occasion of the 
examination was eleven hundred and sixty-five (1,165) ; of these 
twenty-seven (27) were males and eleven hundred and thirty-eight 
(1,138) females ; one thousand one hnndred and forty-four (1,144) 
were white and twenty-one (21) colored. The number of native 
birth was one hundred and seventyK)ne ; of foreign birth, nine hun- 
dred and ninety-four. The fathers of three and the mothers of two, 
only, wore bom in the United States ; the paternal birth of one 
hnndred and forty-seven and the maternal birth of one hundred and 
forty-«ix could not he learned. The parents of the others were 
foreign bom. 

The following classification as to the ages wsa made firom the 
eecords of the institution : Under twenty years old, twelve; between 
the ages of twenty and forty years, five hundred and ninety-two ; 
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between forty and aixty. four hnndred and ninety-Beven ; over Mxty 
years old, Bixty-four. Fifty-three became insaae before they had 
reached the age of twenty years ; three hnndred and sixty-eeyen when 
between the ages of twenty and thirty ; three hundred and eighty- 
aeven when between thirty and forty ; two hundred and forty-ei^t 
when between forty and fifty ; Beventy>seTen when between fifty 
and sixty ; and thirty-three after they had passed the age of aizty 
years. One hundred and twenty-eight had been tmder care lees than 
one year; one hundred and eixty-nine one year and leas than two 
years ; three hundred and fifty two years and less than five ; three 
hnndred and twenty-one five years and less than ten ; one hnndred 
and forty ten years and less than twenty ; fifty twenty years and leea 
than thirty ; six thirty years and ^ss than forty ; and one over forty 
years. The average time which had been spent in the asylnm per 
inmate was 5.62 years, the aggregate time edz thousand, five hnndred 
and fifty-seven years. 

The probable future of the inmatee of this institation, according 
to the opinion of the resident physician, is as follows: Fermaneotly 
dependent, seven hundred and thirty-fonr; will most likely recover 
and provide for themselves, twenty-two ; future donbtfnl, fonr ban' 
dred and nine. 

The ^U^tio and Pardl/j/tio Soepital is situated near the luna- 
tic asylum, the buildings being of wood and in the pavilion style of 
u-ohitecture. The number of patients in its charge was, males sixty- 
three (63), females forty-five (46), total one hundred and eight (108). 
Of these fifty-seven (57) were epileptics, forty-seven (47) paralytics, 
and four (4) we^ sufiering with other forms of mental diaeasee. 
Forty-three were native and sixty-five foreign bom. The great- 
est portion were in middle life, and only fifteen had been in the hos- 
pital over five years. The a^;regate time spent by all the patients 
in the institution, at the time of the inquiry, was two hnndred and 
sixty years, being an average of 3.40 years to each person. It was 
thought that only one was likely to recover, and that fifly-five were 
hopelessly dependent The condition of the others was sack as to 
render it extremely doubtfnl aa to their ftitare. 

jVew Yor^ City Aaylumfor Intone. — This institntion is a com- 
manding Iffick edifice, recently erected, situated on Ward'a island. 
It is nsed exclusively for men, many of the patients having bera 
transferred from the asylum on Blockwell's island. The number of 
insane under its care at the time of tke examination was aix hnndred 
and seventy-five (675), of whom seventeen (17) were oolM-ed. One 
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hoiidrad and eiztj-oDe vere of native birth, and five bnndred and 
lourteen foreigo born, classified as to ages as follows : Under tbirt; 
years, one hundred and eighty-one ; between the ages of thirty and 
fifty years, three hundred and ninety-eeven ; between fifty and 
seventy, ninety-one ; .over seventy years old, six. Thirty-five became 
insane before they were twenty years of age ; four handred and forty- 
nine when between the ages of twenty and forty years; one hundred 
and seventy-four when between forty and sixty ; and seventeen after 
they had passed the latter age. One bnndred and thirty had been 
in the institntion less than one year; one hundred and twenty-six 
one yearand less than two years ; three hundred and eighty-five two 
years and less than five ; and thirty-four over five years. The average 
time for each person under cai'e had been a little over two years; 
the aggregate time one thousand four bnndred and ninety-seven 
years. 

The records of this asylum regarding the antecedents of the 
patients, especially as to their educational attainments and habits are 
kept and preserved with great care. From these the following facts 
were collected respecting those in the institntion at the time of the 
inquiry: Two hundred and twenty-one had been instructed iu the 
branches taught in common schools ; two hundred and tbirty-five had 
learned so , as to read and write ; one hundred and one so as to read 
only ; and one hundred and eighteen were without any education. 
Their previous habits appeared to have been as follows: Totally 
abstinent, tliirty ; moderate drinkers, one hundred and seventy-eight ; 
periodical drinkers, four hundred and tbirty-three ; constant drinkers, 
fifteen ; habits unknown, nineteen. The fathers of two hundred and 
forty-seven and the mothers of three hundred and sixty-seven were 
said to have been temperate ; and the fathers of two hundred and 
ninety-three and tho mothers of one hundred and sixty-five intem- 
perate. The habits of the parents of the others had not been satis- 
factorily ascertained. 

The following conclusions were reached regarding the future of the 
inmates of this institntion : Forty will probably fully recover and 
provide for themselves; three hundred and sixty-four are quite cei^ 
tain to be dependent npon charity through life ; and the condition 
of two hundred and seventy-one was such as to involve their future 
in doubt. A few of the latter may recover ; others will, doubtless, 
improve, but the greater portion, it is believed, will hereafter require 
supervision, and thna burden the public. 

The Nurseries and Nursery Eo^tala, situated on Randall's 
13 
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iekiid, conBist of a group of ^nildi1lgs devoted to the care and 
treatment of dependent children. Tbe number of inmates of the 
nnrsery at tlie time of the inquiry waa sii hundred and eighty-five 
(685) ; of the niireery hospitals, two hundred and seventeen (217) ; 
total, nine hundred and two (902). Of these one hundred and thir- 
ty-three (133) were adult employes, laborers and attendants, and 
seven bnndred and sixty-nine (769) children under sixteen years 
of age. 

As tbe facts regarding tbeae institntioDS, based npon the inquiry 
and personal examinations by the vice-president, have already been 
commtinicated to tbe board, it is not deemed necessary inrtber to 
refer to them in this report. It may be proper to state that since 
the inquiry was conducted, the nursery department has been broken 
up, and the children transferred to the various asylums and other 
appropriate institutions of tbe city. The nursery hospitals, however, 
are still maintained, and have under care a considerable nnmber of 
sick, feeble and infirm children. 

The Idiot Asylum, sitnated on Eandall's island, erected in 1866, 
is a well-conditioned building, appropriately fnmisbed and sur- 
rounded by finely conditioned gronnds. It receives both the teach- 
able and nnteachable classes, and poBsesses proper &cilities for 
instruction and custodial care. The nnmber of idiots in the asylam 
at the time of the examination was one hnndred and sixty-five (166), 
of whom sixty-five (65) were tinder sixteen years of age. There 
were also eighteen (18) adult paupers, engaged as laborers; thns mak- 
ing, in all, one hnndred and eighty-three (183) inmates. Of those 
classed as idiots, twenty-seven were safiering from epilepsy and two 
from general paralysis. One hnndred and twenty-seven were native 
and fifty-six foreign bom. The average time of dependence per 
inmate had been about four and one-third years. 

Infant SoepiUd. — This institntion, also sitnated on Kandall's 
island, is a commodious brick structure, erected in 1868. It receives 
nursing mothers with their children, and such foundlings and homeless 
infants as fi-om time to time may be thrown upon the public for care. 
The nnmber of inmates at the date of the examination was, males, 
one hnndred and fifty-seven (157) ; females, three hundred and four 
(304) ; total, four hundred and sixty-one (461). Of these two hnn- 
dred and sixty-five were under ten years of age, one hundred and 
eighty-eight being less than two years old. The nnmber of mothers, 
nursing women and attendants was one bnndred and ninety-six. 

The following summary of facts regarding the nativity, daration 
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of dependence, etc., of those nnder care were obtained from the 
recorde of the iDstitation : Three handred and nine, or over aixtj- 
seven per cent, were bom in the United States. The fathers of 
three handred and twenty-eiz and the mothers of three fanndred and 
sixty were of foreign birth. The birthplaces of the fathers of 
eighty-aeven and of the mothers of fifty-six conld not be ascertained. 
One hundred and six had l>een dependent from birth, and three 
hundred and twenty-five had been in the institntion lees than one 
year. Thirteen were known to have bad pauper ^tiiers, and two 
hundred and four pauper mothers. Eighty-four were said to be ille- 
gitimate. ' The average time spent in the institntion, per inmate, 
had been less than one year. 

The hospital is nnder the control of a resident physician, and has 
a number of paid nurses and attendants. Previous to 1868, infants 
and foundlings were sent to the alms-honse and placed nnder pauper 
female inmates, and the rate of mortality was exceedingly large ; the 
ratio of deaths nnder the present eastern has been greatly diminished, 
being, it is said, about the same as the rate of infant mortality in 
the city. 

0ener<U Summary. — The whole number of pauper inmates in the 
varions departments of the New York alm»-houBe at the time of the 
examination, it appears, was four thousand six hundred and nine^- 
eight (4,698) ; of whom two thousand two hundred and thirty-two 
(2,23^) were males and two thousand four hundred and sixty-six 
(3,466) females, classified as follows: Homeless children, one thou- 
sand and fifteen ; women rendered homeless by the abandonment of 
their husbands, sixty-six ; women homeless on account of the death 
of their husbands, twenty-one ; old and destitute persons, four hundred 
and sixty-seven ; permanently disabled persons from disease or sick- 
ness, two hundred and eight ; temponuily disabled persons, sixty- 
nine ; crippled and deformed, eighty-seven ; blind persons, one han- 
dred and fifty-two ; deaf mutes, three ; Insane, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-eight ; idiots, one hundred and seventy-six ; 
epileptics, eighty ; paralytics, one hundred and fifty-seven ; feeble 
minded, thirty-four; vagisnt, two hundred and eighty-five. 

The birthplaces of the inmates of this alms-house were given as 
follows: New York, one thouBaod four handred and sixty-nine; 
other States of the Union, one handred and ninety-eight ; Canada, 
twenty-two ; other British American provinces, twelve ; England, 
two handred and seven ; Ireland, two thousand and forty ; Scotland, 
fbr^-five; Wales, three; France, forty-two; Germany, five hnn- 
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dred and eeren; other Earopeui oonntries, Dinetj-cne; otber 
conntrieB, thirteen; birthplacee nniucertained, fort^-nioe. The 
fathers of three hundred aad BeTenty-eix and the mothers of three 
hnndred and Berenty-niDe were natives of Uie United States; aod 
the &thers of three thonaand six hundred and thirty and the mothers 
of Utree thousand six hundred and eighty-fonr were foreign born ; 
the birtliplaces of the fathers of six hnndred and ninetj-two, and of 
the mothers of six hnndred and thirty-five were not known. 

The ages of those present at the time of the examination were 
found to be as follows : Under two years old, one hnndred and 
eighty-eight ; between the ages of two and fivo years, one hnndred 
and seventy -seven ; between £ve and ten years, four hnndred and 
fifty-nine ; between ten and si^tfiSD years, two hnndred and eighty- 
one; between sixteen And twenty years, one hundred and twenty- 
eight ; between twenty and thirty years, six hundred and eleves ; 
between thirty and forty years, nine hnndred and sixteen ; between 
forty and fifty years, six htmdred and ninety-three ; between fifty 
and sixty years, five hundred and ten ; between sixty and seventy 
years, three hundred and ninety-seven ; between seventy and eighty 
years, two hnndred and fifty-«ix ; over eighty years of age, eighty- 
two. One hnndred and fifteen had been dependent from birth ; one 
'hundred and thirty-two were admitted before liiey were two years 
old ; two hnndred and twenty-four when between theages of two and 
five years; live hundred and fourteen when between five and ten 
yetu-s ; three hundred and eighty-four when between ten and twenty 
years; eight hundred and twenty-four when between twenty and 
tiiirty years; nine hnndred and twelve when between thirty and 
forty years-; six hnndred and twelve when between forty and fifty 
years; fonr hnndred and forty-nine when between fifty and sixty 
years ; three hundred and thirty-one when between sixty and seventy 
years, and two huUdred and one after they had passed seventy years 
of age. One thousand three hundred and sevMtty-fonr had been 
under care leas thui one year ; six hundred and ninety-two one 
year and leee than two years ; one thousand four hundred and fifty- 
fonr two years and less than five ; seven hundred and fifty-one five 
years and less than ten ; three hundred afid tbitty-eevda tea years and 
less than twenty; aev6nty-aix tw^ity years and less than thirty; 
twelve thirty years and less than forty, ^nd two over forty years. 
The average time under care per inmate was found to have been 
8.40 years ; the aggregate time fifteen thousand nine hundred and 
sixty-eight years. 
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The educational attainmeots and habits of the adult intelligenl 
inmates of this alme-houee, according to the information obtained, 
were aBfoUowB: Five hundred and twentj'-one, oronly a fraction 
over fifteen per cent, bad enjoyed the advantages of common sobool 
inetructioD ; one thousand three hundred and twenty-two had 
learned to read and write ; six hundred and twenty-one cmild read 
only, and nine hundred and fifty-three were without any edtw&tioa. 
One thousand two hundred and twenty-six, or over eighty-eix per 
cent, of the men, and eight hundred and ten, or nearly forty-one per 
. cent, of the women, were said to have been intemperate ; Mid eight 
hundred and two of the former, and three hundred and eighty-onq 
of the latter, were classed as confirmed drunkards. The former 
practices of forty-eight of the men and of one hnndred and seventy- 
four of the women, could not be learned. The proportion of the 
parents of the inmates who had been intemperate, so fiir as their 
habits could be ascertained, appeared also quite large. 

In the examination of the inmates Of -this alms-house, it was found 
extremely difficult to obtain mucb reliable infonnation regarding 
their family history. The number -of families represented in the 
institution was said to be four thousand and ninety-two. From th«ea 
families there had sprung, in three generations, so far as could 
be ascertained, five tboosand one hundred and forty-niae ptiblic 
dependents, two thousand two hundred and fifty-seven insane per- 
sons, one hundred and ninety-eight idiote, and three thonsand fonr 
hundred and ten inebriates. The fathers of seventy-seven, and 'the 
mothers of throe hundred and ninety-one were paupers ; three hun^ 
dred and eighty-five had pauper brothers, two hnndred and fifty-one 
pauper sisters, fifty-nine pauper Uncles, and thirty pauper annts^ 
The pauperism was traced back to the third generation in only six 
cases OD the paternal, and in ten cases on the maternal side. The 
number of inmates who were parents was six hundred aad eighty- 
nine; these were said to have two thonsand and fifty-eight living 
children, situated in life as follows : In alms-houses, three hundred 
imd eleven ; in asylums, twenty-eevea ; in hospitals, two ; in ref iTges 
and prisons, tbirteen ; bound out, eight ; self-supporting, one thousand 
one hnndred and thirty-eight ; condition unknown, five hnndred and 
fifty-nine. 

The following conclusions were reached regarding the future of (he 
inmates of this institution : Two thousand four bundred and seventy, 
six are quite certain, bereafler, to burden the public ; fOnr hundred 
and seventy-four will probably go out and provide for their maiiite- 
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Bftnoe ; e!x hundred luid eixty-three may be buined to wlf-sopport- 
ing indaBtriee if given favorable opportuoitiea ; aod the ooadition of 
one thonsand and eighty-fire waa such aa to involve their fatnre in 
doubt. 

NUOABA. OoXJSTt. 

This oonnty has made provision for ite pauper olassea in a substan- 
tial stone edifice, utuated some three miles from the city of Lockport. 
The building has recently been thoroughly repaired and improved, 
and meets veiy properly the purposes to vhioh it is applied ; it vill 
accommodate and partially olaasify about one hundred and fifty 



The number of paupers under care at the time of the incLoiry was: 
Males, sixty-nine (69); females, forty-six (46); total, one hundred 
and fifteen (115). Of these one hundred and nine (109) were white 
and six (6) colored. The places of birth were ascertained to hare been 
as follows : New York, forty-seren ; other States of the Union, nine ; 
Canada, six ; England, eight ; Ireland, twen^-nine ; other European 
coQutries, sixteen. The fathers of sixteen and the mothers of twen- 
ty-seven were of native birth, and the fathers of eighty and the 
mothers of seren^-one were foreign bom. The nativity of tlie 
fathers of nineteen and of the mothers of seventeen could not be 
determined. 

At the time of the examination, twenty-six of the inmates were 
under sixteen years old ; eleven were between the ages of uxteen and 
thirty years; thirteen between thirty and fifty; thirty>eight between 
fifty and sereuty ; twenty between seventy and eighty, and seven had 
passed eighty years. Two became dependent at birth ; twenty-five 
before Ibey had arrived at the age of ten years ; sixteen when between 
the ages of ten and thirty years ; twenty-two when between thirty 
and fifty ; thirty-seven when between fifty and seventy, and thirteen 
after they were seventy years old. The duration of the dependence 
was ascertained to have been as follows : Less than one year, twenty- 
two ; one year and lees than five years, fifty-one ; five years and lees 
than twenty, thirty-six ; twenty years and less than forty, five ; over 
forty years, one. The entire time of dependence of all the inmates, 
when the inqairy was made, footed np six hundred and seven years. 
This would give an average of 6.38 years' dependence for each penon 
then Quder care. 

The ioquii7 as to the educational attainments of the inmates of this 
honse showed that of those .of adult f^, thirty-ox or nearly forty- 
four per cent, had been instructed in common schools ; six could read ; 
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BeTenteen read and write, and twenty-three were without any educa- 
tion. The proportion of intemperate, as will be seen by the following 
statement, was exceedingly large : Thirty-eight of the men, or over 
eighty-foor per cent, admitted having formed habits of dissipation. 
Of the women, ten claimed to have been totally abstinent, while 
twenty-four, or nearly eighty-five per cent, confessed intemperate 
practicee. Twenty-nine of the men and ten of the women were 
known to have been confirmed inebriates. A considerable portion of 
the parents whose habits were ascertained, appeared also to have been 
intemperate. 

There can be no doubt that this county suffers very largely, on 
account of the failure heretofore to provide for its dependent chil- 
dren otherwise titan in the poor-house. It is true, a system of placing 
inch children in ^milies as opportunities offered has existed, but expe- 
rience has demonstrated that this has been inadequate to provide for 
the whole of this daes. As a result, children from time to time have 
aocnmnlated in the poor-house, and notwithstanding the effort to 
keep them separate from the other inmates and educate them to use- 
fulness, they have been thrown more or leas in the company of aduit 
paupers, with tlie serious and lasting evils attending such association. 
The number of ohihlren in the poor-house, at the time of the inquiry, 
as has been stated, was twenty-six, or nearly twenty-three per cent of 
all the inmates. An effort was soon thereafter made to remove the 
children, and provide for their temporary care in the Home for the 
Friendless at Lockport, and other appropriate institutions, which has 
unce been fully accomplished. It will require considerable time, 
however, entirely to eradicate the evils arising from the former sys- 
tem existing in the county, regarding this class. 

The following summary of tacts obtained respecting the inmates 
.of this poor-house, at the time of the examination, shows fully the 
evils referred to : The number of families represented in the institu- 
tion was ninety. From these families, so far as could be learned, 
there had sprung, in three generations, two hundred and seventy-one 
persons as burdens upon the public and the disturbers of social order. 
Of these one hundred and forty-nine were paupers ; thirteen insane ; 
twelve idiots and ninety-seven inebriates. The fathers of six and the 
mothers of twenty-three of those under care, belonged to the pauper 
dass, and a large number had brothers, sisters and other near rela- 
tives who were, or had been, paupers. In two cases, the pauperism, 
it was found, Iiad descended througli three generations. The number 
of inmates who were parents was twenty-seven. These were said to 
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bavo in &U fifty-five living children, of whom eighteen were in pooi" 
houses and five bound out. The condition of one conld not be asoer^ 
tained ; the others, it was thought, were self-supporting. 

The following were some of the family groaps in the institution : 
A man sixty-two years of age, and his third wife, forty-fire years old, 
with her two children, aged respeetirely twelve and seven years ; 
the man an inmate six, and the woman and children four-years; 
both the man and wife very intemperate and diebased ; the children 
&irly intelligent and attend the school in the honse ; a weak minded, 
uneducated single woman, twenty-nine years old, and two illegiti- 
mate children, one ^cd five and the other three years ; have been 
inmates two years, and the mother will probably remain a public 
burden ; the children, if removed, may probably be trained to ase- 
falness ; a widowed woman, thirty-three years of age and three chil- 
dren, seven, four, and three years old respectively ; have been 
inmates only a few months ; the woman educated, temperate and 
healthy, and conld provide for herself were Uie ohCdren removed ; 
an uneducated, intemperate mairied woman aged tweaty-four years, 
abandoned by her husband ; has one child with her, five, and one 
three years old ; have been inmates only a short time ; were the chil- 
dren placed out the mother conld maintain herself; a weak minded, 
Ignorant, intemperate married man forty-eight years of age, and hie 
wife, fifty-two years old, a woman of fair intellect, good health, and 
temperate, and three idiotic children, aged respectively twenty-seven, 
twenty-five and twenty-three years ; the family provided for near the 
poor-house, by the county, the mother assuming the care of the dhil- 
dren, one of whom is blind aud one epileptic; they have been thus 
maintained about four years, and seeni likely to continue public bur- 
dens; have three other children who are said, at present, to provide 
for themselves ; an unmarried woman, thirty-seven years of age, and 
an illegitimate child three years old, born in the honse ; the woman 
was an inmate of the institution in childhood, was placed out, but 
afterwards returned, and will probably remain through life ; the father, 
mother, two brothers and one sister, paupers ; a woman forty-six 
years old, abandoned by her husband, and an inmate nintt years ; bae 
fonr children in the house, aged respectively nineteen, ten, eight and 
four years, tiiree of whom were bom in the institution ; the eldett 
wo years in the house of refuge for truancy, and is now helpleas 
:rom disease; the others healthy fmd intelligent, and under, proper 
;raining might probably be made useful ; an^ed man and his wife, 
the former well educated, the latter ignorant, and both intemperate; 
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hare bean iomates five years, are Childless, and, probably, lixed bur- 
dens upon the eouDtj ; and a married woman twentj-eeven years of 
^;e, with an illegitimate child one year old ; abandoned by her hus- 
band soon after marriage, and has eince led a vagrant life ; hae been 
eight years in the pocff-honse, and offers no hope of improvement. 

Among the other oases in the inatitnt'ion the following may be 
noted : An nnmarried man seventy-two years old, educated and tem- 
perate ; lost both eyes by a powder blast wben twenty^even years 
of age, and has since been in the bouse, being the oldest inmate of 
the inetitntion ; bae no friends or relatives living, and is entirely 
dependent upon the poblic ; a single man, foreign bora, aged sixty- 
five years ; came to this county thirty-one years since with a sister, 
being then totally blind ; has been twenty-six years in the house, and 
as he has no relations to provide for him, is likely to remain a charge 
npon the county Uiroogh life ; an idiot male, fifty years c^ age ; was 
brought by his puents from Canada when about twenty-four years 
old, abandoned by them, and has since been an inmate; is entirely 
helpless and probably a permanent burden ; a man seventy-two years 
of age, a widower, five years an inmate ; is uneducated, very intemper- 
ate and has been in jail for drunkenness ; has had four deaf-mute chil- 
dren educated in the State institation, three of whom are now living, 
and provide for themselves ; an educated widowed woman eighty-four 
years old, thirteen years in this and oth^* poor-houses ; has been 
twice married, her last husband being sentenced to State prison 
during life for crime ; is said to have been the mother of twelve chil- 
dren, but has no knowledge as to their condition ; has probably led s 
dissolute life, and is wlioUy dependent ; a colored woman sixty-seven 
years of ^b, widowed, and two yearo an inmate ; ia ednoated, tem- 
perate, aud said to have been industrious; has been blind several 
years and is without friends to assume the burden of her care ; a sin- 
gle man aged fifty-one years, of foreign birth, educated but intem- 
perate ; became an inmate of the house on aocount of disease 
contracted from exposure six years f^, soon after arriving in this 
country ; is without friends and probably incurable ; and a married 
man sixty-four years old, educated but debauched by intemperate and 
vicions habits ; was once possessed of considerable property, bat now 
wholly destitute; has five children who are siud to provide for 
themselves. 

Upon the opening of the State asylum for the chronic insane, the 
authorities of this county transferred most of those then under local 
care to that institution. Since then nearly all of this class coming 
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upon the public for support liav© been thua provided for, bo that, at 
the time of the inquiry, there were only eight chronic insane, iive 
men and three women, in the county asylum ; these were all mild 
and harmlesa, and require no special mention. 

The examination of the inmates of this house led to the conclnsion 
that four of them only were likely to go out, of their own accord, 
and provide for themaelveB. It was thought that five, if soon 
removed, might be trained to Belf-eupporting indnBtrieB, while the 
condition of twenty-six was such that no reliable opinion could be 
formed as to their future. The others, amounting to nearly seventy 
per cent of all those under care, it seemed quite certain would hereaf- 
ter burden the county, 

Oneida Codntt. 

The Oneida county poor-house is a commodious t^ree-story brick 
edifice, located near the city of Some. The building is well arranged 
for its purposes, kept in good repair, and is furnished with every 
needed comfort for the inmates. It will accommodate and suitably 
classify about two hundred and fifty persons. The lunatic asylum 
situate near the main building is a well built brick structure, comfort- 
ably furnished, and has room for about one hundred and fifty patients. 
The location is pleasant and healthy, and the grounds are finely laid 
out, nnderdrained, and ornamented with shrubbeiy and plants. 

When the inquiry was conducted, the entire institution had three 
hundred and twelve (312) persons under its care. One hundred and 
eighty (180) of these were in the poor-bouse proper, and one hundred 
and thirty-two (132) in the insane department. Of the former, one 
hundred and ten (110) were males, and seventy (70) females ; of the 
latter, forty-six (46) were males, and eighty-six (86) females ; the sexes 
in the whole institution being thus equally divided. The nativity as 
shown by the records was as follows: New York, one hundred and 
twenty-six ; other States of the Union, forty ; Canada, five ; Eng- 
land, nineteen; Ireland, seventy-seven; other European countries, 
thirty-sis ; unknown, nine. The fathers of seventy-eight and the 
mothers of eighty-one were native born. The birthplaces of the 
fathers of ninety and of the motliers of eighty-seven could not be 
ascertained. The parents of one hundred and forty-four it thus 
. appears were of foreign birth. 

The ^ee of the inmates of the institution, at the time of the exam- 
ination, were as follows: Under ten years old, eighteen; between 
the ages of ten years and twenty, thirteen ; between twenty and 
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forty, ninety-four ; between fort; and fiAj, forty-five j between fifty 
and sixty, for^-nine ; between sixty and seventy, forty-two ; between 
seventy and eighty, thirty-three ; over eighty years of age, eighteen. 
Eight Iwcame dependent at birth ; thirty-nine before they had reached 
the Sigb of twenty yean ; Bizty-«ight, when between the ages of twenty 
and thirty years ; ninety-seven, when between thirty and fifty ; 
seventy-one, when between fifty and seventy, and twenty-nine after 
they had passed the latter age. £ighty-eight had been dependent less 
than one year ; niDety-fiigbt, one year and less than five years ; one 
hundred and seven, five years and less than twenty ; eighteen, twenty 
years and less than forty, and one over forty years. The entire time 
of dependence of all the inmates, at the time of the inquiry, footed 
np one thousand nine handred and forty-seven years. This would 
give an average dependence of 6,21 years per inmate. 

The degree of intelligence of the inmates of this bonse was found 
to be aboat the same as the average of this class, in similar institu* 
tions, while the proportion of intemperate, especially in the case of 
the men, appeared nnasually large. Tbe following are the facts 
obtained upon these points : Of the adult inmates of proper capacity 
to receive instruction, one hundred and twenty, or about forty-two 
per cent, bad enjoyed the advantages of common school tr^ning ; 
forty ooald read only, and the same number bad learned so as to read 
and write ; the others, comprising about twenty-nine per cent, were 
witbont any education. Twenty-five of the men, and sixty-five of 
the women, it was said, bad been strictly temperate. Of the men, 
one hundred, or over seventy-one per cent, confessed habits of ine- 
briety, and twenty-six of the women were known also to have been 
intemperate. The habits of fifteen of the former and fifty-two of 
tiie latter could not be ascertained. The proportion of the parents 
of die inmates classed as intemperate seemed also quite lai^ 

This county was among the first in the State to provide for its 
dqtendent children separate from adult paupers. For a number of 
years arrangements have existed with the various orphan asylums in 
the city of ITtica, by which this class of children have been tempo- 
rarily maintained and cared for in these institutions, and thence 
placed in families. The expense, it is said, has been somewhat 
greater than it would have been to provide for them in the poor-house ; 
but this it is thought, has been more than counterbalanced by the 
advantages enjoyed by the children, and the facilities with which 
they have been placed in families, and thus restored to the self sup- 
porting popnlation. As a result of this policy regarding its depend- 
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ent ctiildren, the cottnty ie remarkably exempt from panperism entailed 
in families, which ezista so largely in many of the countiea, tbe 
Bonrce of great eocial evilB, and imposing heavy hardens npoo the 
pnhlic. The following facte elirated by the iaqairy, aad beariDg npon 
this point will serve to show more folly the advantages derived from 
the policy thus pursned by the county, in reqieet to its dependent 
children. 

The inmates examined represented two hnndred and ninety-eight 
families, all therefore, except fourteen, being cases of individoal paa- 
perism. Five only were the offspring of pauper Others, and twenty 
of pauper mothers, and in no ioetaQoe could tbe panperism be traced 
back to the third generation. The nomber who were pareota was 
tbirty-five, having in all, it was said, eereaty-nnie living children. 
Twelve of these, mostly infuits, were in poor-houses ; eight were in 
asylums ; nine were adopted in families, and forty-nine were pro- 
viding for thenuelves. The condition of one could not be definttely 
ascertained. 

Conclusions r^u^ing the probable future of the inmates of this 
institution were formed as follows : Two hundred and fifty-six seemed 
quite certain to burden the public the remainder of their livos ; eeven 
will doubtless go out and provide for their own maintenance; Hid 
twenty-four may become self-supporting. The condition of the others 
was such as to preclude any definite opinion as to Uie future. 

The following cases, taken irom the notes of the examiuatinn, may 
be of interest as showing the general character of the inmates of the 
institution, and the sources of pauperism in the county, A few of 
the family groups will fii-et be noticed : A man and his wife, the for- 
mer aged seventy-three and the latter sixty-one years ; the man igno- 
rant and intemperate, the woman feirly educated but nearly blind ^ 
have been inmates ten years, are childless and without friends to aid 
in their support; a married woman of foreign birth, twenty-three 
years old, abandoned by her husband, and an inmate within three 
years after her arrival in this country ; has three young children, two 
of whom (twins) were born in the institution soon after her adioia- 
sion ; went out thereafter, cohabited a short time with her husband, 
returned and gave birth to the other child ; will be disoharged soon, 
and tbe children sent to an asylum ; three married women, aba&- 
doned by thor husbands, each with a child as an inmate ; two yomg 
women, single, each having an illegitimate child in the house ; two 
sisters aged respectively fifteen and twenty-four yetu-s and eight 
years ininat«s; the younger feeble minded, the elder epileptic; both 
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bbelj to renlaiii dependent throngli life) the father and mother har- 
ing been paapers ; and a widowed woman, eighty years old, with an 
idiot daughter, thirtj-£ve yciam of age ; both inmates twenty years. 
Among other cases in the institution, the following may be noticed : 
A boy thirteen years of age, abandoned by his parents when an 
infant, and admitted to the house; was transferred to an asylum 
when three years old, where he remained nine years ; was recently 
returned to the institution on account of diseased eyes, probably 
entailed from parents, and incurable; fitther and mother both intem- 
perate, debased and profligate, and with others of their children bare 
been paupers; an unmarried woman thirty-four years old, fourteen 
of which have been passed in poor-houses ; was neglected in early 
lite and formed habits of vagrancy and idleness ; is uneducated, noto- 
rioosly debased, and has been repeatedly in jail for drunkenness ; a 
sin^d woman aged fifty-seven years, admitted to the poor-house when 
thirfy years old ; was three years in the house of refiige when a child, 
and' has also been in jail; is intemperate, nnedncated, diseased and 
nearly blind, and doubtless a fixed dependent ; a woman eighty-two 
years of age, and an inmate thirty-eight years ; is crippled, nearly 
blind and entirely belpleas ; a weak minded man, single, uneducated 
and intemperate ; was in the house of refuge when a hoy, and for the 
past ten years has spent most of the time in poor-houses ; is thor- 
onghly debased, and will probably burden ihc public through life; 
and three young men, all single, fairly educated, and claiming to be 
out of employment ; have been inmates only a short time, and are 
expected floon to go out and provide for themselves. 

The insane nnder oare were wholly chronic cases ; and it is the 
policy of the county to retain all of this class, who become public 
t^iarges, nnder local management -Sixty-four were born in the 
United States, one in Canada, find the others were of foreign birth. 
Thirteen of the men and tliirty-five of the women were said to be 
temperate ; the habits of fifteen of the former and forty-four of the 
latter could not be ascertained ; the others were classed as inebriates. 

The following ibcts regarding the ages of the insane, the duration - 
of the disease, etc., were compiled from the records at the time of the 
mquiry : Sixteen were nnder thirty years of age ; ninety-eight were 
between the ages of thirty and sixty years, and eighteen were over 
six^ years old. Fifty-three were taken insane before they had 
reached the age of thirty years ; fifty-six when they were between the 
ages of thirty and fifty years ; and twenty-three after they had 
passed the latter age. The whole time spent by thorn in the instltu- 
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tioD lainmed up one tbonsitnd and forty yean. Tbis pvn an aT«r> 
age dependence of 8.06 years, while the average dependence of the 
iumaten of the poor-honse proper amonnted only to 4.95 yeara. 

The following opinions were held by those in charge as to the 
probable fotiire of the insane of tbis institntion : One hnndred and 
twenty-seven were looked npon as wholly incurable ; three it was 
thought would recover; while the future of two was regarded 
doubtful. 

Onondaqa Cophtt. 

The Onondaga county poor-house is a massive stone etmctnre com 
mandingly situated at Onondaga Hill, three miles from the city ol 
Syracuse. It has good arrangements for heating, ventilation and 
buthing, and hospital apartments for the sick. The building throngh- 
out is in good repair and appropriately furnished. It will accommo- 
date about two hnndred persons. The department for insane, consist- 
ing of two buildings, one for men and one for women, is also of atone, 
situated adjoining the main edifice. It is well furnished and arranged 
so as completely to separate the sexes, and also enables a partid claau- 
fication. It affords room for over one hnndred patients. 

At the time of the inquiry, the poor-honse proper contained one 
hundred and seventeen (117), and the insane department ninety-five 
(95) inmates; total in the entire institution, two hnndred and 
twelve (212). The sexes were represented as follows : In the poo^ 
house, males, eighty-three (83); females, thirty-four (84); in the 
insane department, males, thirty-two (32) ; females, sixty>three (63). 
The olasBifieation according to birth was aa follows : New York, 
seventy-eeven ; other States of the Union, twelve; Canada, three; 
Ireland, seventy-nine; other European conntries, forty-one. The 
fathers of seventy-three and the mothers of seventy-six, were native 
born ; and the fathers of one hnndred and thirty-eight, and the 
mothers of one hnndred and thirty-five, foreign bom. The birth- 
places of the parents of one conld not be ascertained. 

The inmates were mostly of matutie age, only twenty-one being 
under tliirty years old, and many of them as will be seen, were in 
advanced life. Eighty-eight, were between the ages of thirty and 
fifty years ; seventy-one between fifty and seventy ; twenty-eight 
between seventy and eighty, and four were over eighty years old. 
Eleven only became dependent before they had reached tiie age of 
twenty years ; one hnndred and twen^-nine, when between the ages 
of twenty and fifty ; fifty-fonr, when between fifty and seventy, and 
eighteen after they had passed seventy years of age. The depend- 
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ence in forty-nine cases had existed less than one year ; in sisty-five 
cases, one year and less than five years ; in eighty-six cases, five years 
and less than twenty, and in twelve cases, over thwenty years. The 
whole time of dependence of the inmates of the poor-honaes bad been 
ax hundred and five years ; of the insane department, six hundred 
and thirty-eight years ; aggr^ate dependence, twelve hnndred and 
forty-three years. This gave an average duration of dependence of 
those in the poor-bonse, of 5.17 years ; of those in the insane depart- 
ment, 6.70 years, and of all 5.86 years. One hnndred and seventy- 
one were regarded as fixed dependents ; twenty-two, it was thought, 
would go out of their own accord and provide for themselves ; five 
were soon to be removed and placed in self-supporting situations ; 
and the condition of fourteen was snch as to involve their future in 
donbt. 

The educational attainments of the inmates of this house were 
found to be far in advance of this class of persons, generally, in the 
State. The proportion of intemperate appeared nnusnally large, 
especially in the case of tbe men. The facte obtained regarding these 
points were as follows : One hnndred and twenty-one, or nearly sixty 
per cent, of the adult inmates of proper capacity had been instructed 
in common schools; fifteen had learned to read only, and eleven 
could read and write. Tbe remainder were without any educa- 
tion. Of the men, eighty-nine, or over eighty per cent, admitted 
having formed habits of dissipation, and fitly of these were said to 
have been confirmed dmnkards. Eighteen of tbe women also con- 
fessed to former practices of inebriety. The habits of five of tbe men 
and of ten of the women could not be satisfactorily learned. Tbe 
others claimed to have been heretofore strictly temperate. The pro- 
portion of intemperate of tbe parents of the inmates, so far as their 
habits were ascertained, appeared quite small. 

This connty suffers in a comparatively small degree from entailed 
pauperism. For a nnmber of years, a vigorous system of placing out 
dependent children has beeii in opeiation in tbe coanty, and those 
who could not be thus readily disposed of, have been temporarily 
provided for in the varions asylnnu of Syracuse. In this way a com- 
plete separation of this class of children from adult paupers has been 
effected, and the line of pauper descent in families broken. The 
beneficial results of this system is shown in a small ratio of pauperism 
to the population, in the county, as will be seen by comparison with 
that of many other counties. The following facte bearing upon this 
point were elicited by the inquiry : The persons then niider care rep- 
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resented two hundred and nine femiliee, from which it appeared tiut 
all except tliree, were isolated cases of panperiem. The nnmber of 
pnblic dependents in thase families, in three generations, was eaid to 
have been two hundred and twenty-five ; insane, ninety-eight ; idiots, 
ten ; inebriates, one hundred and eighty-five ; inmates of penitentia- 
ries and prisons, six. Fitty-one were parents, having in all, ninety- 
eiz living children, of whom three were in poor-houses; eight in 
asylums ; one was bound out and seventy-nine were self-supporting. 
The condition of five could not be ascertained. 

The following were the only family groups in the poor-house at the 
time of the examination : A man aged eeventy-ax and his second 
wife, seventy-four years old, the former an inmate one year and the 
latter eight years; each fairly educated, but grossly intemperate; 
were aided outside for some time and are now wholly dependent ; an 
unmarried woman forty-two years of t^, sixteen of which have been 
spent in poor-honses ; has a weak minded iU^timate girl with her, 
nine years old, born in the bouse, and has also two other illegitimate 
children whose condition is unknown ; the woman orphaned when 
young, neglected thereafter, and early entered upon a life of 
debauchery and shame ; is uneducated and thoronghly depraved, and 
offers no hope of reformation ; a single woman aged thirty-two years, 
having an illegitimate girl with her three years oM; the woman fairly 
intelligent, but uneducated, vagrant and debased ; has been an inmata 
four years, and her child from its birth ; and an unmarried woman 
twenty-one years of age, one year an inmate with an illegitiDiata 
child ; said to be educated, temperate and industrious, and likely Boon 
to go ont and provide for herself. 

Among other eases in the institution the following may be noticed i 
An unmarried woman forty-eight years old, anedncated and intem- 
perate ; has spent six years in this poor-house at various times, befog 
last committed for vagrancy, and has also been in the penitentiary 
for drunkenness; is healthy, industrious and useful in the institation, 
but thoronghly incorrigible when at large ; a feeble minded woman 
twenty-five years of age, and unmarried ; has been three years in the 
house, and has an illegitimate child at the idiot asylum ; seems proba- 
ble to burden the public the remunder of her life ; a man said to he 
over one hundred years old, a widower, and an inmate seven years ; 
is educated but very intemperate, and a laborer by occupation ; has 
one child, unable to provide for him. Mid is therefore wholly 
dependent ; a married man aged seventy-six years, educated and tem- 
perate, an inmate only a short time ; is in the hospital department, 
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and entirely helpless ; has five children, said to be able but unwilling 
to provide for his mflintenance ; a man seventy-three years of age, a 
widower, and in tiie honse only two weeks ; is .snedncated, a moder- 
ate drinkM", and said to have been indnstrioas and saving; hag two 
children in good cnrcnmstanoes who refuse to care for him ; is quite 
infirm, and no^le to provide for himself; a tray sixteen years old, 
the youngest of six ^ildren, admitted to the houae when ten yeu's 
of age ; is anedaoded, nearly blind, and wholly dependent ; father 
and mother intemperate, and with other children have been pauper 
mmates, and several of them also in the penitentiary ; and a man, 
a widower, aged fifty-five years, ei^teen of which have been 
passed Id poor^onees ; is well educated, but intempenM and 
depraved ; has ability ^ provide iot himselt^ yet Irom habits ot' drank- 
enoeaa and debauoheiy seems probable to harden the public through 
life. 

The insane of this county jH^aented no marked peculiarities. All 
, were dironie cases and many of them bad been under care a long 
time. Forty-eight were native bom y one was bom in Canada ; and 
forty-seven were of foreign birtli. Seventy-seven wwe regarded as 
wholly incnrable ; seven seemed likely to recover ; and the futare of 
eleven was tlionght to be uncertain. As yet the county has declined 
the State aocommodatioae for the c^ironic insane, the authorities pi-e- 
femng, for the present at least, to retain this class under local inan- 
agonent. The boildings in-nse are, for the time being, sufficient for 
the purpose, and the supervision and care seem to be adequate and 
proper. 

Ontabio OoDHTt. 

The Ontario county poor-bouse is pleasantly situated aboat three 
miles from the village ot' Oanandugua. It has been in use for sev- 
eral years, hut is in good preservation, and baa been recently repaired 
uid improved. The grounds are weU laid out and planted, and the 
place has an air of neatneaa and comfort. The institution will accom- 
modate about one hundred and twenty-five penoo*. 

The number of panper inmates at the time of the inqairy was, 
nutles, Beventy-<Hie (71) ; females forty-two (43) ; total, one hundred 
uid thirteen (113). Of thwe aijty-nine were bom in the United 
States, fifty-six being natives of New Y«rk ; four in England ; thirty- 
five in Ireland, and four in oUier £uropean oountries. The birth- 
place of one could not be ascertained. The fathem of thirty-seven 
and the mothers of forty-three were natives ; and the fathers of fifty- 
eight and the mothers of fifty-aeven were foreign bora. Tiw nativ- 
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ity of the ftthers of eighteen unci of the mothers of thirteen was 
nnknown. 

It appeared from the records that seven of the iomatee became 
dependent at birth ; twentj-one before thej had reached the age of 
ten years; thirty-four when between the ages of ten and forty yearn; 
thirty-three when between forty and sixty; fifteen when bettreen 
sixty and eighty ; and three after they had passed eighty yearsof age. 
When examined twenty-three were nnder the age of sixteen years; 
thirty-seven were between the ages of sixteen and fifty ; thirty-fonr 
between fifty and seventy ; and nineteen were over seventy years 
old. Fourteen had been dependent less than one year ; forty-three 
one year and less tlian five years ; seventeen five years and less than 
ten ; twenty-six ten years and less than twenty ; and thirteen more 
than twenty years. The whole time spent by all of them in poor- 
honses, f^gregated eight hundred and eighty-seven years : equivalent 
to an average of 5.8S years to eaoh person. 

As will be seen by the following statements this county suffers 
largely from entailed pauperism, and the grouping of fiuuilies in its 
poor-house : Twelve of the inmates had panper fathers ; twenty-six, 
pauper mothers; sixteen, pauper brothers, and eighteen, panper 
sisters. In two instances, both, on the paternal and maternal side, 
the pauperism had descended in an uubroken line through three 
generations, and the pauper entailment in these familes was still going 
on. The inmates represented ninety iamilies, from which it was ascer- 
tained there had sprung, in three generations, one hundred and sixty- 
eight public dependents ; twenty-six insane persons ; twelve idiots, 
and one hundred and three inebriates. Twenty-six of those under care 
were parents, having in all, it was said, sixty-three living children. 
Of theae, nineteen were in poor-houses ; five bound out ; thirty-^ght 
self-supporting, and the condition of one was not known. 

The educational attainments of the inmates of this house and their 
habits, are shown by the following stateraent : Of those of adult age 
and capacity for instmction, thirty-seven, or about forty-four per cent, 
had attended common schools ; fourteen of the others had learned to 
read ; seven to read and write, and twenty-six were without any edu- 
cation. Forty-three of the men, or nearly eighty per cent, and 
ten of the women, or over thirty-three per cent, were known to 
have been intemperate ; and nine of the former and sixteen of the 
latter, professed total abstinence. The habtts of two- of the men and 
of four of the women could not be ascertained. A large portion of 
the parents was said to Iiave been also intemperate. 
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TTntil quite reoeotlj and since the inqairy was instituted, no sepa- 
ration of the dependent children of this county from the adult paupers 
was effected. It bad been the practice of the authorities to admit this 
class of children to the poor-hoDse, whether orphaned or having parents 
Jiving, train and educate them in a school maintained on the grounds 
of the institution, and thence place them in families ae opportunities 
presented. A portion of them iu this way were absorbed into the 
self-enpportiug population, and became nseful meinbere of society, 
bat large numbers, upon the first discouragement in their new relations, 
returned to the institution again to burden the county, and many of 
them through life. The system recently adopted by the county in 
providing temporarily, in the asylums at Oanandaigua, for snch chil- 
dren as cannot readily be placed in families, is said, thus far, to have 
worked satisfactorily and with good results. The county, however, 
still supers to a large degree from the evils growing out of the former 
practice regarding this class, and which will require a long time fully 
to eradicate. These evils may be liest observed by reference to some 
of the panper fomiliee in the institution at the time of the examina- 
tion, the more prominent of which were the following: A man and 
his wife aged respectively sixty-five and fifty-five years, the former 
eighteen and \}a» latter twenty-five years in the house ; the man 
uneducated, intemperate and ehiftleas, said to have been in several other 
pooT-hooseB, and also repeatedly in jail for drunkenness ; the woman 
temperate and industrious, but feeble and infirm ; have one child, 
formerly an inmate, but at present in family care ; two feeble minded 
brothers, one aged, forty apd the other thirty years ; the former an 
inmate twenty-five ypars, and the latter from birth; the father intemp- 
erate, idle and vagrant, tlie mother weak minded and died a pauper ; 
a man forty-six years old, nneducated and intemperate, hie wife thirty- 
two years of age, and a boy and a girl aged respectively thirteen and 
nine years; the man an inmate fifteen years, the woman and boy each 
ten years, and the girl from birth ; have two other children who have 
been inmates, one of whom is now self sustaining, the condition of 
the other being nuknown ; the family aided outside before admission, 
is thoroughly debased and seems likely to continue to burden the 
public ; a feeble minded married man aged fifty-five years, and a son, 
an idiot, twenty years old ; the former an inmate since thirty-five 
years of age, and the latter from birth ; the wife, formerly a pauper, 
is said to be intelligent and now provides for herself; a woman aged 
thirty-five years, admitted to the house with her hnsband, intemper- 
ate, when twenty>QU9 ,Tears oM ; has a l^itimate feeble minded child. 
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six ;eara of age, born in tfa« iostitBtiOT), and sinoe being widoWed 
has given birtb to two ille^Umate children who are alto inmateB ; the 
woman weak iiiiuded, uneducated and debased, aeeniB likely to bur^ 
den the connty throngh life, and probably with additional progeny ; 
a married woman aged fitlj-three yean, admitted when thirty-^ght 
years old with her hnsband and a female child, then one yeaf of age ; 
hag two older children eaid to be self enpporting; the hnsband intem- 
perate and thriftleas, bnt at preswitproridea for himself; a woman 
forty-three years of age, married, edncfttei], temperate and induatri- 
one, abandonod by her hueband, said to be intemperate and de[HiiTed ; 
has been an itimato one year with five children, one boy and fonr girle, 
aged reepectively nine, seven, six, fonr and two years; children fairly 
intelligent and if relieved of their care, the mothwoonld proonreher 
own maintenance; a brother and sister, colored, the former «ged 
eight and the latter six years, two years inmatee ; Uie parents intemp- 
erate, indolent and debased ; the (^ildren intelligent and may be 
trained to svpiwrt themselves; a married man sizty-eix yea^ of age, 
with a son twenty-one years old, iniaates six years; the former 
unedncated, intemperate and infirm, the latter feeble minded and 
both probably fixed dependents; a widowed woman aged forty years, 
feirly edncAted and seemingly respectable, an inmate one year wiUi 
an intelligent male child twelve years old ; has fonr other ohildi'en, 
three of whom have also been in the bonse, one at present being ont 
on trial, and the others maintained by relatives; is capable of self- 
supporting labor, and were her child removed would donbtleas take 
measures to provide for herself; and a married woman twoaity-six 
years of age, jreqaently in jail for intoxication, two years an inmate 
with a male child three years old, and an infant girl aged two months; 
led a vagrant life in childhood, die father, mother and four sisters 
being paupers ; is debased and thoroughly degraded by sensual and 
immoral practices, and gives little promise of reformation ; the hus- 
band said to be able, but declines to provide for her support. 

A few of the individuid cases examined will now be noticed : A 
colored man, widower, and said to be one hundred and eleven years 
of age, providing for his support by hie labor until within tiie past' 
two years ; is fiiirly educated, has been a babitnal drinker from early 
life, and possesses ^I of his natural faculties nearly unimpaired ; hss 
no children and is hopelessly dependent; a single man aixty-two 
years old, of foreign birth, one year in the country, and recently 
admitted to the house ; is well edncated but intemperate and has led 
a roving life ; has no relatives in the country, and appears quite 
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probable to coDtiniie a public charge ; a girl eighteen jotus c£ age, 
unmarried, and only three months in the honee ; is well connected, 
prepoesesBing in appearance, bnt BhameleBB in oondnct ; was early 
orphaned, and has led a roving vagrant life ; k soon to become a 
mother and ofFere no hope of reformation ; a wii}owed woman sev- 
enty-five years old, twenty-five of which have been spent in this poor- 
hoiise; is edncated and temperate, and has fonr self-Gnpporting chil- 
dren, but they make no provision for her maintenance ; and a single 
man aged thirty-one years, under eentenee as a vagrant ; has been in 
poor-boneee and jails most of the time for the past eight years, and 
seeme likely hereafter to burden the pnblic. 

The fhture of the inmates of this institnljon it seems probable will 
be as follows : FermanenCly dependent ninety-one ; will go ont and 
provide for themselveB, six ; may be made self-mpporting if removed 
and placed under proper infiaences, nine ; future doubttttl, seven. 

ThiB county began to transfer it» chronic insan» to the custody, of 
the State upon the opening of the Willard Asylum, and now baa 
some fifty of this class nnder care in that institution. The number 
in the poor-house at the time of the examination wae t^, sev^i 
men and three women. These were all qniet, lutnuless eases, and 
receive no special attention. 

OUSOB COCBTT. 

This connty, at the time of the inquiry, had two fauDdred and eight- 
een (318) paupers, in all, nnder local care, as follows : In the Orange 
county poor-honse one hundred and sixty (160) ; in the Kewbnrgh 
city and town alras-bonse, fifty-eight (58). Of these one hundred and 
ten (110) were maloB and one hundred and eight (108) females. The 
county poor-house contained thirty (80), and the city and town alms- 
bonse four' (4) colored inmates. , . 

Orange Cownty PooT^kouae. ~- This institntiou is situated about 
three miles from the village c^ Goshen. The baildiog ia a substan- 
tial stone edifice, in good repMr and fnmiBbed with modem conven- 
iences. It will accommodate abont two bimdred persone. 

The inmates at tbe date of the examinatioa were divided as to 
sex as follows : Males, seventy-eight (78) ; femides, eighty-two (82). 
One hundred and seventeen were nativee of New York, and three of 
other Btates of the TJnton ; thirty-eigbt were foreiga bom ; and the 
birthplaces of two couM not be determined. One hundred and foor 
vX the parents, or sixty-five per cent, were of native birth. 

The f^ee of the inmates were ascertained to be as follows : Under 
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sixteen jeare, tweiity-niae; between the agee of sixteen and Ibrty, 
thirty-aeren ; between forty and seventy, fitl;y-two ; between eeventy 
and eighty, thirty-two ; over eighty years of age, ten. Fonrteen had 
been paupers from birth ; eeven became dependent before they wore 
two years old ; eleven vhen between the agea of two and ten years ; 
thirty-two when between ten and thirty ; thirty-nine when between 
thirty and fifty ; forty when between fifty and seventy, and seven- 
teen after they had passed the latter age. Thirteen bad been imuates 
less than one year ; seventy, one year and less than live years ; thir- 
ty-one, five years and less than ten ; twenty-five, ten years and less 
than twenty ; nine, twenty years and less than thirty ; ten, tliirty 
years and less than forty ; and two over forty years. The time of 
dependence of all the inmates summed up one thousand and sixty- 
five years. This would give an average dependence of 6.66 years 
to each person. 

The examination showed that a large number of the inmates of 
this institution had become objects of charity on account of old ag^ 
eiukneBS, and otber causes, over which they bad no control, but a con- 
siderable portion of them, it seemed, had sunk to the line of public 
dependence by reason of vicious practices and indulgences which if 
avoided would probably have saved them from pauperism. As a class 
they were generally ignorant and intemperate, and many of them 
debased and depraved. This will be observed by the following sum- 
mary of facts obtained upon tliese points: Of those of adult ago and 
capacity to profit by instruction, only thirteen, or less than eleven 
per cent liad a common school education. Twenty had learned to 
read, and forty-seven could read and write. The otliers were without 
any education. All except six of the men and twenty-one of the 
women, so far as their habits could be ascertained, were said to have 
been intemperate. The proportion of intemperate among the parents 
was also fonnd to be quite lai^. 

A very prolific souroe of pauperism in this county has been the 
association heretofore of 'dependent children with adult paupers. 
Until within a short time, and since the inquiry was conducted, it 
has been the practice to provide for this olass of children of the 
county at the poor-house, until homes could be secured for them in 
families. A school was maintained at the institution, and every 
endeavor possible made to educate and train the children to uaeful- 
ness, but generally, it is said, with poor success, many of tbem after 
iieing placed out returning to the poor-house, thereafter to burden 
the county through life. Under the present system, the children are 
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for the time being provided for in asylums, snbject to the Bupervi- 
sion of the saperiDtendent of the poor, and from these institutioiiB are 
transferred to family homes aa sitaations offer. This eystem thas far 
has worked satisfactorily, and the results are said to be gratifying. 
A considerable time mast intervene, however, before the evils arising 
from the former practice regarding the care of dependent children of 
the county are fully eradicated. These evils will be cleatly seen by 
the following facts obtained by the inquiry respecting the inmates of 
the institution then ander core: 

The number of femilies represented by the inmates was one hun- 
dred and thirty. According to the records there had sprung from 
these families, in three generations, two hundred and forty-three 
paupers, twenty-one insane, thirteen idiots, and one hundred and six- 
teen inebriates. Of those then in the institution, nine had pauper 
fathers, thirty-one pauper mothers, six pauper grandfathers, three 
pauper grandmothers, nineteen pauper brothers, eighteen pauper 
sisters, four pauper uncles, and nine pauper aunts. The number who 
were parents was twenty-nine. They were said to have sixty-one 
living children, situated in life as follows : In poor-houses, twenty- 
five ; bound out, four ; self-supporting, twenty-nine ; condition 
unknown, three. 

The following were some of the more notable pauper families in 
the institution at the time of the examination : A woman, widowed, 
eighty years old, educated and temperate ; admitted with her hus- 
band, since deceased, and three female children, two of whom are 
dead, twenty years ago ; a daughter forty-four years old, ignorant and 
depraved, married at nineteen, now widowed ; had three children by 
her husband, one only being living, and subsequently four illegiti- 
mate children, all of whom are dead ; two granddaughters, one 
twenty-four, and the other thirteen years of age ; the former single, 
uneducated, ignorant and debased, and the latter an idiot ; and a 
great-granddaughter, three years old, illegitimate, also an idiot and 
blind; two brothers, aged respectively sixteen and twelve, inmates 
three years ; the older uneducated, vicious, and depraved, the younger 
an idiot; the father intemperate, the mother dead; a widowed 
woman, twenty-eight years of age, educated and temperate, one year 
an inmate; has five children, one self-supporting, one bound out, one 
aided in a femily, and two in the poor-house, the youngest, an infant, 
being illegitimate ; is industrious and healthy, and will probably soon 
provide for herself; an unmarried woman, twenty years old, with an 
illegitimate child, and her sister, aged thirty-sLx years, with two ille- 
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gitimate tdiildren ; both women feeble minded and nnedncftted, and 
probably permanent burdene upon the eounty ; a toan, eigb^ jearSf 
single, nnedncatad and intemperate, and hie aieter, eeveat7-«ight jean 
old, a widow having three self-sopporting cluldreD ; the former an 
inmate t«o, and the latter ten jeara ; both feeble and infirm, and 
seem likely to burden tlie pnblicr through life; an nnmarried wotnao, 
forty years of age, with an illegitimate child fpor years old, born in 
thiB house ; the child healthy and intelligeBt, and if removed the 
mother might proviilo for herself; a married woman aged tweuty-five 
years, abandoned by her husband, an inmate four years ; has two 
children with her, the youngest being illegitimate and bom in the 
house ; is educated, but intemperate and depraved, and offers little 
hope of reformation ; a widowed woman, fifty years old, nnedncated 
and intemperate, and her daughter, twenty-one years of age, inmates 
two years; the former feeble and infirm, the latter an epileptic, and 
both hopelessly dependent ; an unmarried woman twenty-two years 
of age, an inmate five years, with an illegitimate child ; is ignorant, 
idle and vagrant, and will probably entail further burdens upon the 
county ; two brothers, aged respectively sixteen and ten years, inmates 
one year, abandoned by their parents, said to be intemperate and 
vagrant; are fairly intelligent, and if removed might probably be 
trained to nsefulness ; and a man eighty-four, with his wife eighty- 
two years of age ; both educated and industrious, but the former very 
intemperate ; have been aided outBide several years, are childless, 
infirm and wholly dependent. 

Among the single cases under care at the time of the inquiry, the 
following may be noted : A weak minded single woman, forty-six 
years old, and an inmate since two years of age ; is entirely depend- 
ent, the parents having died paupers ; an unmarried man, eighteen 
years of age, in the house five years; both parents, maternal grand- 
father, .and one brother have been paupers; is fairly intelligent, has 
learned to read and write, and if secured a good situation might be 
made usefiil ; a single woman, twenty-one years old, educated, indus- 
trions and temperate ; has been an inmate thirteen years, and her 
mother, a brother and a sister, have also been panpers ; is crippled, 
but free from vices, and under favorable sarronndings might provide 
for herself; a widowed woman, aged seventy years, ten of which have 
been spent in this {netitation ; has two self-supporting children, and 
one child in a poor-honse in an adjoining State; is infirm, helpless, 
and wholly dependent; a boy, seventeen years old, illegitimate, 
vagrant and depraved, the mother having been a pauper ; has been 
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%B ianute seven years, nnd giveB little promise of refcdnnation ; ami a 
^1 aged ten years, admitted when aix years old, on account of the 
death of her patenta; is iotellif^nt, and might be trained to nsefiil- 
Bfitt if removed and (Jaced under proper eurrouaduigs. 

This CDvnty early began the transfer of its chronie insane to the 
&Bte institotion Sot this olsH. The number ander coooty oare at the 
time of the ini)Biry, was only fifteen, moat of whom were quiet, harm- 
less eases. Since then the oonnty has erected a bsildisg adjoining 
the pooF-hoHEe and appropriately famished it witk the riew of retain- 
ing its chronic insane under local management It has in all about 
fitly-live of this clfus, provided for at the publie expense. 

The following oondusious were reatdied regarding the probable 
future of the inmates of this honae, at the time of the examination : 
Fennanently depradent, one hundred and sixteen ; will go out and 
provide for themselves, sev^ ; may become self-sapporting if removed 
and placed under proper influescee, niaebeen ; future doubtful, eighteen. 

Neuiburgh Citiy and Town Ahm-house. — This ioBtitation, designed 
for the poor of Newbui^h city and towu, is located about two miles 
from Kewbargh, and is entirely distinct in its management from the 
eoanty poor^iouse. The building is a well de6%ned brick edifice, 
pleasantly situated, and supplied with every convenience and comfort 
requisite for its purposes. It will accommodate about one hundred 
persons^ 

Of those nnder care at the time of examination, thirty-two (32) 
were males, and twenty^ix (26) females, classified by birth as follows: 
United States, thirty j England, six ; Ireland, seventeen ; Germany, 
one ; places of birth unknown, four. Eleven, were under sixteen years 
of age ; twdve were between the ages of sixteen and forty ; twenty- 
one between forty and seventy; niue between seventy and eighty; 
and five were over eighty years old. Fifteen became dependent 
befiwe they had attained the age of twenty years; thirteen, when 
between the ages of twenty and forty ; twelve^ when between forty 
and sixty ; sixteen, when between sixty and eighty ; and two after they 
had passed the age of eighty years. Twelve had been nnder oare leu 
tiian one year ; thirteen, one year and leea than two years ; fifteen, 
two years and less than five; seventeen, five years and less than 
twenty; and one over forty years. The average time of dependence 
per inmate, it appeared, had been 4.38 years; the a^regate two 
hundred and fifty-four years. 

The greater portion of the inmates of this institution. It wae ttecer- 
tftined, .were ignorant, and the ratio of intemperate also appeared t« 
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'nQ quite large. Of thoee of adult ago onlj' one liad enjoyed the 
Hdvantages of thorough traiuing iii sciiool; tlve had learned to read, 
and twentf-siz to read and write. The edacatiou of the others had 
been wholly neglected. Two of the men and four of the women 
claimed to be etrictly temperate ; twenty-two of the former and seven 
of the latter were known to be intemperate ; and the habits of three 
of the men and six of the women could not be ascertained. Thirty- 
five were looked upon as fixed dependents; twenty-two, it aeemed, 
might be trained to self-eupporting indnstrieB ; and the iuture of one 
wae n^rded as doubtful. 

The number of &milie8 represented by the inmates of this institu- 
tion was fifty-one. The burdensome and disturbing classes of society 
produced by these families in three generationB, so far as could be 
learned, had been as follows: Public dependents, sixty-six; insane 
persons, seven ; idiot«, three ; inebriates, thirty-nine. Five were par^ 
ents, said to have in all fourteen living children. Of these, eight 
were in poor-houses, and three selt-snpporting. The condition of the 
others was unknown. 

A few of the oases under care at the time of the inquiry will now 
be noticed : A man ninety-four years of age, a widower, seven years 
in the institution ; is uneducated, intemperate, childless and wholly 
dependent ; a widowed woman tliirty-five years old, an inmate one 
year, with three children aged respectively six and four years, and 
five months, the latter illegitimate and bom in this house ; is igno- 
rant, intem|>erate and depraved, and likely to continue a publio bui^ 
den ; a married woman thirty^ix years of age, abandoned by her 
husband, and recently admitted with three childi-en, the eldest aged 
eleven and the youngest six years; the woman uneducated and an 
inebriate ; the children comely and intelligent, and might be trained 
to usefulness, if removed to proper surroundings ; a woman thirty 
years old, divorced, and two years an inmate; has two cliildren in 
the house, one aged nine, and one two years, the latter being illegiti- 
mate; isintemperate,unedueated and vagrant, and gives little promise 
of reformation ; two sisters, aged respectively fifty-two and sixty-six 
years, the former feeble minded, the latter nearly blind ; the younger 
an inmate five, and the elder ten years; both uneducated, given to 
inebriety, and regarded as fixed dependents; and a boy fourteen years 
old, an orphan, lately received on account of sickness ; is intelligent 
and well behaved, and likely soon to recover and provide for himself. 

The institution has separate apartments for tlie clirouic insane, but 
the authorities send most of this class to the appropriate State asylum. 
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The namber under care at tbe time of the inquiry was seven. These 
were mild, quiet ijases, uone of whom presented any featares worthy 
of special mention. 

OsIiBaub County. 

The poor-hoose of this county is situated about three miles from 
the vilh^ of Albion. It is a small brick stroctore, much worn, and 
has no [Hxiper couvenieoces for its purposes. The authorities, it is 
Bfud, desi^ to erect a more commodious and suitable building at an 
early day. 

There were fifty-eight (58) pereous in this house at the time of the 
inquiry, being supported at the public ezpeuse. Of these, thirty-sis 
(86) were males, aod twenty-two (22) females, classified by birth as 
follows: United States, forty-two; Ireland, eleven ; other European 
countries, three ; places of birth unknown, two. The birth of the 
parents, as &r as could be ascertained, appeared also to bc largely 
native. ' 

The examination showed more intelligence in tbe inmates of this 
house than is asually found in this class of persons in such institu- 
tions ; and that a large portiou of them bad been reduced to panpeiv 
ism by vicions practices and indulgences, who, otherwise, might 
probably have been selt-supporting. The following information was 
gained upon these points : Of those of mature age, twenty-eight, or 
nearly sixty-one per cent, had been fairly educated ; two of the others 
could, read ; and four could read and write. Twenty-four of the men, 
or eighty per cent, were known to have been intemperate, of whom 
sixteen were classed as confirmed drunkards ; and seven of the women, 
or over forty-two per cent, confessed having formed habits of ine- 
briety. The proportion of intemperate of the parents, so far as their ' 
habits could be ascertained, appeared quite small. 
, The following tfcts regarding tbe ages of the inmates of this insti- 
tution, the period of life in which the dependence commenced, and 
the duration of the pauperism were obtained by the inquiry : Six 
were under sixteen years of age ; eight were between the ages of six- 
teen and forty; twenty-two between forty and sixty; twenty-one 
l>etwean sixty and eighty ; and one was over eighty years old. Three 
had been dependent from birth; eight became public charges before 
they had reached the age of twenty years ; twelve, when between tbe 
ages of twenty and forty years; thirty, when between forty and seventy ; 
uid five after they had passed seventy years of age. Eighteen had 
been in the house less than two years; thirteen, two years and less 
than five ; twelve, five years and less than ten ; eleven, ten years and 
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tees than thirty ; throc^ thirty yeu» and less than forty ; and one 
over forty years. The eunming up showed an aggregate depeadenea 
of all the inmates amounting to four hundred and forty>«eTen yeatfl, 
giving an average dependence of 7.71 years to each person. 

A department for children waa being maintained by this connty at 
the time of the inquiry, on the grounds of the poor-hoose. This was 
soon after broken up, the children then ander care being tvaoefenred 
to asylums or placed in fomiliee ; and sines theo, all of this dass 
thrown upon tlie public for support, have been thus provided for. 
The eSeots of the former practice regarding the eare of childraa are 
still seen in the connty in the fiH'm of entailed pauperism, the evils of 
which will doubtless be felt for eonsidwable time. Of the persons 
examined, three were the offspring of pauper Others, and six of pau- 
per mothers ; and seven had pauper brothers, and five, pauper sisters. 

The inmates were representatives of fifty bmilies, tVom which, it 
was ascertained, there had sprung in three generations the following 
burdensome, unfortunate and turbulent olasses of society: Public 
dependents, seventy-six ; insane persons, twelve ; idiots, seven ; ine- 
briates, fifty-three. Sixteen were said to be parents having in the 
whole thirty-one living children. Of t^eso, six were in poor-houses, 
one was indentured, and twenty-two were self-supporting. The condi- 
tion of two could not be ascertained. 

The following were among the fhmily graups inthehonae at the 
time of the inquiry : A married "woman, colored, thirty years of age, 
and her illegitimate diild four months old ; is ignorant, vioJoue and 
degnuled, and offers no promise of reformatroB ; has two other chil- 
dren, one bound out, and one self-supporting ; a man and his wife 
■ aged respectively fifty-eight and forty-four years, and th«r danghter 
thirteen years of age, inmates four years ,' the parents educated but 
debased by habits of inebriety and debauchery ; have boHi been in 
the work-house for drunkenness, and seem likely to continne public 
burdens; the child intelligent, and under proper corrective agencies 
might he trained to usefulness ; and a man seventy-five years old, and 
his wife fifty seven years of age, the former an inmate five and the 
latter six years ; both fiiirly edncated, but dissolute and intemperate, 
ehildlees, and wholly dependent. 

A few of the single eases examined will ne)ct be noticed : An unmar- 
ried man sixtiy-five years old, foreign bom, unedncated and intemper^ 
ate, twenty-three years an inmate ; is incapacitated for labor from 
practices of debauchery, and classed as a fixed dependent; a man aged 
seventy-three year^ a widower, nine years in the hoose ; is ignorant, 
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iDtetnperate fuid diildless, and has lost all trace of relstiTea ; hw 
repeatedly been in jail for drankeaaeeB, and seems probable to burden 
the pnblia tlirongh life ; a single man forty-seven yeara of age, uned- 
noated, intemperate, and aearly blind ; eatered the poor-house of a 
neighboring county when eighteen years old, and since then has led 
a vagrant life, alternating most of the time between poor-houses and 
jaile ; has been in thie house about one year, and being helpless will 
iloubtlese remain a public oluuf;e ; an unmarried woman forty-nine 
years of age, ednoated but intemperate, five years an intnate ; is feeble 
and infirm, and givee little hope of recovery ; a single woman aged 
eeventy-fira years, said to have been in the boose fifty yeare; has had 
three illegitiiDate children ^1 of whom are dead ; is feeble minded, 
ignorant, nearly belpleea, and whoUy dependent; a woman &rty-five' 
years old, widow«d,aDd an inmate ten years; father, mother and one 
aster have been paupers; is fairly educated and temperate, but infirm 
and a fixed bu«den ; and an unmarried woman believed to be nearly 
one hundred years old, thirty of which have been spent in this house; 
is infirm u\A helpless, enUrcly friendlesB and totally dependent. 

This ooanty has no accommodations for its chronic insane, it being 
the purpose of its authorities to send all c^ this olasa requiring special 
supervision to the appropriate State asylum. The number of insane 
in the house at the time of the inquiry was five, of whom two were 
men, and throe women. They were all quiet, harmless oases, min- 
gling freely with the other inmates, and were said to be good laborers. 

The future of the inmates of this institution, it is believed, may be 
Bimimed up as follows : Permanently dependent, fifty-two ; liltely to 
go out and provide for themselves, two ; future doubtful, foiu. 

OswBGo Couurr. 

At the time <^ the inquiry there were one bandred and fifteen* 
(115) panpers being supported in this county .nnder local m^agement, 
as follows: In the Oswego county poorJienie eevttity-OBe (71); in 
the Oswego city alms-house fortysfour (44). The sexes were, males 
sixty-ihree (68) ; femalee fi%-two (S3). 

Oaw*^ Coun^ Poor^htnue. — This is a plain, twoetMy and higli 
basement bviok edifie^ containing modem improvements for heating, 
Tflotilation and bathing, and planned to accommodate one hundred 
persona. It is pleasantly shuated near the village of Mexico. The 
lunatic asylum is also of brick, and furni^ea room for about fifty 
patients. The grounds are fin^y laid out and planted, and the plaoe 
baa a neat and inviting appearance. 
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Of the inmates tlien nnder care thtrty-eix (S6), eigliteen (18) males, 
and eighteen (18) femalea, were in the poor-houee proper; and thirty- 
five (35), nineteen (19) males and sixteen (16) females, in the insane 
department. These were classified by birth as follows : United States, 
forty-five ; Canada, two ; England, five j Ireland, fifteen ; Gemiany, 
one. The birthplaces of three were cnknown. The ])arentage of 
the inmates, as far as could be ascertained, wae also mainly native. 

All of the inmates except one were over sixteen years of age. 
Twenty-five were between the ages of sixteen an<J forty years ; twenty- 
seven between forty and sixty ; fifteen betwewi sixty and eiglity ; and 
three had passed the latter age. One had been dependent from birth; 
four became public charges when they were between the ages of ten 
and twenty years ; seventeen when between twenty and thirty ; 
twenty-nine when between thirty and fifty ; fourteen when between 
fifty and seventy ; and six after they were seventy years old. The 
dependence in eight cases had existed less than one year ; in twenty- 
seven cases, one year and less than five years ; in twenty-one cases, 
five years and less than ten ; in fourteen cases, ten years and less than 
thirty ; and in one instance over thirty years. The whole time spent 
in the institntion by all the inmates was ascertained then to have 
been four hundred and seventy-five years, equivalent to 6.69 to each 
person. 

The inmates of this institution in intelligence were above the aver- 
age of this class of persons, thirty-nine, or over sixty-six per cent of 
those of adnlt age having been educated in common schools. The 
following facta were obtained regarding their habits : Twenty of the 
men and eight of the women were known to have been intemperate ; 
and eleven of the former and two of tlie latter were classed as con- 
firmed inebriates. The habits of two of the men and four of the 
women were not known ; and bat little could be ascertained respect- 
ing the habits of the parents. 

The authorities of this connty for a number of years have looked 
with great care after the welfare of its aufortnuate and dependent 
children. A considerable portion of these are placed direetly in 
femilies, and the others are sent to the Oswego Orphan Asylum, and 
thence transferred to homes, as good situations from time to time are 
secured. Under this system the t^ildren are cared for entirely sep- 
arated from adult paupers, and thus reared and trained to nsefnlnesB. 
The following facts elicited by the inquiry are of interest as bearing 
upon this point : Fifteen of the inmates were parents, having in all 
twelity-seven living children. Of these one only, an infiint, was in 
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the poor-hoaee ; three were in asylums; three booDd out; and nine- 
teen were self-enpportiDg. The condition of one conld not be 
definitely SBcertained. 

The nnmber of families represented in the institution was sei^eoty. 
The nnmber of persons in these families, in three generations, known 
to have been dependent upon public charity, was ninety-seven ; the 
number of insane, forty-two; idiots, twenty; inebriates fifty-one. 
Three were the ofiTspring of pauper fathers ; six of pauper mothers : 
and in one instance the panperism had descended through three 
generations. Sixty-eight were r^arded as fixed dependents, and tlie 
fntnre of three was looked upon as doubtful. 

A few of the cases in the poor-house department will now be 
noticed : A man sixty-eight years old, educated and industrious, but 
intemperate, five years an inmate ; is a widower, has two self-sap- 
porting children, yet likely to remain a public burden ; a man aged 
sixty-nine years, six of which have been spent in this, and one in the 
poor-house of an adjoining county; is well educated and intelligent, 
but intemperate, licentions and debased; has five children, said to 
provide for themselves, but seems probable to burden the county 
through life ; an nnmarried man, eighty-nine years of age, thirteen 
years an inmate; is educated and industrious, but debased by intem- 
perate habits and wholly dependent; a married woman deserted by 
her husband ; is the mother of two children, one being in au asylum 
and the other bound out ; has been an inmate only a short time, but 
gives little promise of becoming self-supporting; a woman aged 
eigbty-three years, forty-two years a widow, and four years in the 
house; is educated, industrious and temperate, but infirm and hope- 
lessly dependent; and au unmarried woman, twenty-nine years of 
age, bom in the poor-house of a neighboring county ; has had five 
illegitimate children, one of whom only is living ; the &tber, mother 
and five sisters have been, paupers ; is ignorant, shiftless and vagrant, 
and gives no hope of reformation. 

The insane under care at the time of the examination, were wholly 
chronic eases. A few of this class have been transferred to the State 
institution, but it is the policy of the county to retain its chronic 
insane, generally under local management. The buildings, for the 
time being, are quite sufficient for this purpose, and the attention and 
care seems adequate and proper. 

The Oawego City Alms-houae, is a conveniently planned and well 
'built brick structure, situated upon a productive and highly cultivated 
form some three miles from the city. It receives and provides. fi>r 
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the poor of Oswego eitj ftiid is under the managoment of a board of 
commissions^ It will aocommodate about ooe hundred peraons. 

The inmates at the time of the inquiry were twenty-aix (26) malefi, 
and eighteen (18) females. Tliirty-fiTe of these were oonudered as 
fixed dependents ; four it wae thoogfat nugbt recover ; and tlie future 
of fire was regarded aa in doubt. Seven vwe imder eixteen yean 
old ; ten were between tlM ages <^ sixteen and forty; seven between 
forty and sixty ; fifteen between sixty and eighty, and five were over 
eighty years of age. The classification by birth was as foUofro; 
United States, thirteen ; Canada, four ; Ireland, nineteen ; othra 
European countries, eight. 

The dependence in four oases began before the persons bad readied 
the age of two years ; in fivfi cases, when between the agee of two and 
ten yeftrs; in twelve cases, when between ten and thirty; in ten 
oaeee,' when between Uiirty and sixty; and in tiiirteen caaee, after 
they were sixty jears of t^e. Twelve had beai public charges leu 
than one year; ten one year and leas than five years ; and twmty- 
two more than five years. The average duration of depend^ice^ it 
appeared had been 5.80 years ; the aggregate, two hundred aud fifty- 
five years. 

The following is a statement regarding the educational attainments 
and liabits of the persons examined : Of thoee of mature age, eighteen, 
or nearly fiity-tbree per cent, had been instructed in common schools ; 
five of the others bad learned to read ; and eleven were without any 
edncatioo. Two of tlie men and nine of the women were said to be 
strictly temperate; and twenty of the former, and two of the latter, 
were classed as inebriates. The Withers of eleven, and the motheM 
of seven, were said also to have been intemperate. 

The Buthoritiee of this institution pnrsne the same general poliey 
regarding dependent ohiJdret) as those of the coanty institution, plac- 
ing temporarily in the Obw4^ Or]^an Asylum suoh of this dase as 
cannot readily be seeui-ed situations in Eaoiilies. Of the peraoaa 
under care at the time of the inquiry only one had a pauper father, 
and seven, pauper mothers. The number of families represented in 
the institution was t^irty-eeven, from which had sprang in three 
generations, fifty-two dependents, three insane persons, three idiott 
and thirty-six inebriates. Four were parents having eleven living 
children. These were said to be conditioned in life as follows : In 
Bsylnms, two ; bound out, two ; ecdf-Buetainiug, seven. 

The following were among the eases in the iustitatien, upon tht 
occasion of the examination : A man^ aged eighty-two years, a widower 
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reeently admitted ^ in edacated, temperate and indnstrioin; fans ten 
sel&BDpportJDg children, bnt searns probable to remain a public bar- 
dffli ; a iBan and his wife, aged Fespectirely aereoty-aeTen and Berent;- 
five years, aix yean in this house ; both educated, temperate and 
indnstrions, bat childleas and wholly dependent ; a man Beventy-niae 
years old, a widower, anedacated, intemperate and shiftless ; has been 
ten years an inmate, and r^arded as a fixed dependent ; a widowed 
woman^ seTeoty-eight years of age, educated, temperate, and seem 
ingly respectable ; has been im inmate only a short time, bat is child 
less, feeble and infirm, and Itkdy to remain ; a feeble minded, 
anedacated, mairied woman, thirty-one years old, eeren years an 
inmate ; has two illegitimate children placed oat, and seems probable 
fnrther to bni^en the pablic with her progeny ; uid an nnedaoated 
single wamaa, aged forty years, six years in the honee; is weak 
minded, feeble aad infirm, and regarded as a fixed depeiulent. 

The institution has no accoramodationa for the insane. Only two 
of this class, one man and one woman, were cnder care at the time of 
the isquiry. Both of these were mild chronic cases, well behsTed, 
and requiring no special snperrision. 

Otsboo OorHTT. 

The Otsego coahby poor-bonse is aitnated abont three miles from 
the rillf^ of CooperstowD, the connty seat. The bnilding has been 
in use for a nnmbw of years, is maoh worn, and will reqairo soon tp 
be replaced by a new stmctare. A separate building is set apiu^ for 
the chronic insane, bnt it contains &w eonveniences requisite for its 
puiposes. 

The inatitntion, at the time of the inquiry, had eighty-two (82) 
' pauper inmates. Of these forty-four (44) were males, and thirty-eight 
(38) feoialee, of: the following nationalities : United States, sixty-six ; 
Irelaad, ten ; otlier Enropean countries, six. The fathers of forty- 
seren and the mothers of fifty-foar were of native birth ; and the 
&thera of twenty-four, aad the mothers of nineteen, forfiigD born. 
The birtliplaoeB oi the fathers of eleven, and of the mothers of nine, 
could not be determined. 

The following facts were ascertained as to the ages, etc., of the 
persoBB examined : Nineteen were nnder sixteen yeara old ; twenty- 
tliree were betwem the ages of nxteen and forty years ; sixteen, 
between forty and sixty ; twenty-one, between sixty and eighty ; and 
- three had passed the latter age. Ten had been dependent from 
birth; thirteen of the others were thrown upon the public for sup. 
15 
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port before they had readied the age of tea years; twenty-one, ^eo 
between the agea of ten and thirty; twenty-three, when between 
thirty and sixty ; thirteen, when between sixty and eighty ; and two 
after they were eighty years old. Twelve had been in the house less 
than two years; twenty-three, two yearaand leae than fire; nineteen, 
iive years and less than ten ; twenty-four, ten years and less than 
thirty ; and four, over thirty years. The aggregate time of depend- 
ence of all the iomatee was found to liare been six hundred and 
eighty-eight years ; the average to each person 8.39 years. 

In point of intelligence, the inmates of this bouse compared favor- 
ably with others of thip class, in eimilar institutions; but a large 
proportion, especially of the men were found to be addi^ed to intern- 
'perate and vicious practices. Twenty-three of those of mature age^ 
or about fift^-two per cent had been fiiirly educated in common 
schools; three of the others could read, and the same number h&d 
learned to read and write; the residue were without any education. 
Of the men, eighteen, or over seventy-ei^t per oent were said to be 
intemperate ; and Jive of the women, or nearly twenty-four per cent, 
admitted having formed habits of inebriety. The ratio of intemper 
ance among the parents of these appeared also to be proportionably 
large. 

It has been the practice of this county, to maintain a department 
for children in Connection with its poor-honse, and employ teachers 
to educate and train them in that institution. The evil effects of this 
practice is plainly stamped npon the dependent population of the 
county, as will be seen by the following statement regarding the 
inmates of the house at the time of the examination : Thirteen of 
these were the offspring of pauper fatliers, and twenty, of pauper 
mothers; fifteen had pauper brothers, and nineteen, pauper sisters; 
and in Sve cases, the pauperism was traced back to the grandparents 
on both the paternal and maternal side. The number of families 
represented by the inmates was seventy-six, from which there was 
known to have sprung, in three generations, one hnndred and six 
public dependents; fourteen, insane persons ; twenty-one idiots; and 
tifty-one inebriates. Eighteen of those in the bouse were parents, 
having in all sixty-two living children. Tliese were said to be situated 
in life as follows: In poor-houses, sixteeir; indentared in fomiliee, 
two ; self-providing, thirty-six ; condition unknown, eight. 

Since the inquiry was conducted, the department for children in 
this institution has been broken up, and the children then under care 
transferred to tlie Orphans' Home at Oooperstown. They there enjoy 
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the advantages of a thorougb edncatioa, and indiridiial trainiog, free 
from die asBocifttion of adult paupere, and better facilities than in the 
poor-honse are at band to aeoure sitnatioDS for them in familiea. Id 
this maoDer the children are being rapidly absorbed into the self-snp- 
porting population, the line of pauperism in families broken, and the 
public burdens thereby greatly lessened. The evils of the former 
practice regarding the care of dependent children in tbiaconnty will 
be readily obserred by brief mention of some of the cases undei' care 
at the time of the examination. 

A few of the families then grouped in the institution will be first 
noticed : A woman thirty yeara old, twice married, an inniate three 
years, and her second hnsband aged aerenty-one years, thirteen years 
in the hoase ; have one child bound oat, and two in the institution 
aged respectively five and two years ; the woman educated and tem- 
perate, but from an idle and thriftless family, three brothers and one 
BiBter having been paupers ; the man ignorant, intemperate, shiftless 
and debased, and repeatedly in jul for vagntncy and petty offenses; both 
ohildrea apparently intelligent, and nnder proper inflnencea, mi^ht 
probably be trained to support themselves ; a widowed woman aged 
thirty-three years, edaoated and temperate, twice married and an 
inmate twelve years; has five children in the house, three by the first 
and two by the second husband, the eldest being twelve, and the 
youngest two years of age, three of whom were bum in the institu- 
tion ; the children are healthy and seemingly intelligent, and if placed 
in good situations, might be educated to usefulness ; a married woman 
aged twenty-nine years deserted by her husband, leaving two children 
in this house, the elder four years, and the younger one year old : 
the woman ignorant, intemperate and shiftless, her father, mother, 
one brother and two sisters having been paupers ; was in the poor- 
honse when a child, afterwards placed out, but retnrned, and has been 
an inmate in all elev^ years; seems likely to burden the pablic 
throngh life, and the children can be saved from permanent depend- 
ence only by removal to proper surroundings; two sisters, colored, 
aged respectively twenty and ten years, fonr years inmates; the 
former has two illegitimate children in the house, the elder five years 
of age, the younger an in&nt, and bom In the institution; ia 
thoronghly ignorant and depraved, and seems lihely with her pro- 
geny, long to burden the county; a feeble minded single woman, 
aged twenty-seven yeare, admitted with her n other, when nine years 
old ; has an ille^timate child three years of agv, bom in the house, and 
both appear prabt^ble to raniain public charges ; and n vea,k minded 
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woman, tbiit^ jean of a^, single, and an inmate since ten years 
old ; has an illogitimate, idiotic child, aged eeven years, and both are 
■doabtlesB fixed dependents. 

Other oaeefl examined, and thoifght deaintble to note : A nun fifty- 
nine years of age, ftn idiot, and forty-seven years in the hoose ; bo 
records as to his &mQy, or other relatives, and he is wholly dependent ; 
a colored man, a vidowep, seventy-three years old, ednoated, indns- 
trioas bat intemperate, two years in the honse{ has one self-support' 
ing child, but is probable to burden the county through life ; a single 
man aged thirty years, and seven years an inmate; is nnedaoated, an 
epileptic, entirely ftiendleas, and ^ves no hope of lecovery; an 
anmarried man sixty-fbnr years of age, early edncetioD neglected, and 
. grossly intemperate ; has spent fifteen years in this and other poor- 
honaes, is infirm soA cri[^led by disease and exposure and wholly 
dependent ; a married, woman eighty j^ears old, nine of whieh have 
been passed in this boase ; is well edaeated uid remarkably intelli- 
geDt,bnt nototionsly intemperate ; has six self-rapiporting ehildrmi, 
and is the only member of her fiimilybdonging to ths pauper class; 
a widowed woman aged thirty-five years, three times married, first 
when only thirteen years of age ; is ignorant, intemperate and vagrant, 
arid has spent twelve years in poor-honses; has seven living children, 
three of whom have been paupers, and she seems likely to burden the 
piiblio with additional progeny; an uDmanied wom«) thirty-three 
years old, two years in this home ; is anedneated, intemperate and 
itoentions, and diseased so as probably to burden the public through 
life; and a single, weak minded j^rl seventeen years of age, bom of 
intemperate parents, foor years an inmate ; has an ille^timate child 
provided for in a family, and is considered hopelessly dependent. 

The nnmber of insane in this county snder local care at the time 
of the inquiry was thirteen. Five of these wbre men and vif^i 
women. All of them were chronie oases, and many of themhad been 
inmates for a long time. They were generally qniet, well behaved 
cases, aod nothing was obeerved in any of them appearing to reqoire 
special mention. 

As regards the fntnre of the inmates of this bouse, it seemed rea- 
sonably certain that fifty-three of them would require to be cared for 
by the public the remainder of their lives ; fourteen, mostly children. 
It was thought might be trained to self-supporting indnstries; and 
the condition of fifteen was each as to involve their fntore in 
doubt. 
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POTNAH OODOTT. 

The poor-hoiise of this county ia located near Carmel, the coantj 
8est, The bnilding has been in oso along time, is macb dilapidated, 
and needs to be replaced by a new stmctnre. It baa room for aboot 
flfby persons. 

The nnmber of panpera iti the bonee when the exBiniDation was 
made waa, males twenty-one (31); females eighteen (18); total 
thirty-nine (39). Thirty-three of ttieae were bom in NewTork; 
fonr in Ireland ; and two in Germany. The birth of the paranta 
thns appeared: Fathers native, nineteen; fbreign, dxteen; nnaacer- 
tained, fonr ; mothera native, twenty-one ; foreign, fifteen ; unascer- 
tained, three. 

The following was learned r^ar^ng the ages of the inmates at the 
time of the inqniry, the ages at which th6 dependence began, and the 
duration of the panperism : Seven were Under five years of age ; nine 
were between the ages of five and sixteen years ; eight between six- 
teen and fifty ; seven between fifty and seventy ; and eight were over 
seventyyears old. Two were bom in the honse; twdve were received 
before they were ten years of age ; seven when between the ages of 
ten and thirty y^rs ; ten when between thirty and sixty ; and eight 
after they had passed the latter age. Kineteen had been inmates less 
than two years ; twelvb two years and less than ten ; three ten yeare 
and less than thirty; four thirty years and less than forty; and one 
over forty years. I^e average time of dependence appeared to have 
been 7.13 years; the aggregate two hundred and seventy-eight years. 

The inqniry rihowed that ten, or nearly fifly-nine per cent of the 
adult inmates of this house, of proper intelligence, had been trained 
in common schools. Two of the others had leamed to read, and five 
were without any education. All of the men, and three, or over 
forty-four per cent, of the women, w«re known to have been intem- 
perate ; and six of the former; and two of the latter were classed as 
confirmed drunkards. But little conld be leamed regarding the 
habits of the parents of the inmates. 

It has been heretofore, and is stillthe policy of this county to con- 
sign to the poor-bonse such of its dependent children as cannot readily 
be provided for in families, and thence place them out as situations 
offer. Under this policy large numbers of children, from time to 
time, accnmnlate in the institution, the nnmber in its care npon the 
occasion of the inquiry being sixteen, or over forty-one per cent of all 
the inmatcH, most of whom were iairly intelligent. That this policy 
has proved disastrons to the best interests of the county, is apparent 



,v....,Coi>^lc 



380 Ahsual Rspost'of tbs 

from the facts obtaiued by the ezaminstioD, r^nrding the penont 
then m the iostitutioa. The nnmber of familiea represented by the 
inmates was twenty-seven, the outgrowth from which, in three genera- 
tions, summed up uinety-four of the bnrdeaaome, nufortanate, and 
turbnleut classes of society as follows : Paupers, dfty-six ; insane, 
five; idiots, six; inebriates, tweaty-seveo. Ten of those then under 
care, or nearly tweuty-six per cent, were the descendaDts of pauper 
mothers \ one had a pauper father ; six, pauper brothers ; and oiiie, 
pauper sisters. Fourteen were parents having in all forty-eeven liv- 
iug children, of whom twelve, or over twenty-five per cent were in 
poor-houses ; and oue waa indeutured in a family. The others were 
said to be self-providing. 

The following wwe the family groups in the institation : A man 
seventy-six yeai-e old, and his daughter, an idiot, fifteen years of age, 
inmates one year ; the man well educated, but very intemperate, 
degraded and debased, and the child entirely helpless; has five other 
children, supporting themselves but unable to provide for hia maiu- 
teuance; a widowed woman aged thirty-six years, and a female child 
twelve years old, au idiot, crippled and helpless ; the woman fairly 
educated, has formed habits of drink but appears respectable ; is in 
receipt of a pension, part of it being applied for .the maintenance of 
her children ; have been inmates one year, and seem probable to 
remain as wards of the county ; a single woman thirty-three yeai-s 
old with two ille^timate childreu, a girl seven years of age, and a 
boy au infant, the latter bom in the institution, inmates only a tew 
months ; has had another illegitimate child who died in the poor-house 
of an adjoiuing county ; the woman educated and temperate, but lost 
to sell-respeet from vicious and degrading practices long indulged, 
and ofiers little hope of reforEoation ; au educated married woman 
aged thirty-four years, deserted by her husband, has been in the house 
four years with her eldest child, a girl seven years of age, and has 
with her another child, also a girl, three years old, born in the insti- 
tution ; the woman, intelligent, healthy and industrioos, and relieved 
of her children, would, doubtless, provide for herself; a woman thirty- 
seven years old, married and abandoned by her husband, having with 
her three children, all boys, sged respectively ten years, five years, 
and one year; have been in the house only a few mouths, but were 
aided outside over two years before admission ; the woman unedu- 
cated, but temperate, healthy and seemingly respectable ; has three 
children self-supporting, and if the others were placed out, might 
provide for her maintenauoej a married woman, thirty-six years of 
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age, with three ehildrco, s gtri ak years old, and two bo^s, one aged 
eight, and the other five years ; the woman niieda(»ted, but>temper- 
ate, we)} behaved, and a good laborer, and the children healthy and 
intelligent ; have been inmates nearly five years, and the husband, 
said to be intemperate and dissolute, makes no provision for their 
maintenance, nor inqaires as to their welfare ; and two brothers, the 
elder fonr, and the yonnger three years old, inmates one year; the 
mother dead, and the &tber intemperate and profligate, and neglects 
to provide for them ; both children seemingly intelligent, and under 
proper training, might probably be reared to asefnlness. 

Among other eases in the institution were the following : A mar^ 
ried man eighty-tbnr years of age, educated, temperate and seemingly 
respectable ; is said to have been onee in good cirenmstanoes, bat was 
wronged by his children of whom he has three self-supporting ; has 
been five years in the institution, and appears likely to remain the 
balance of his life ; an educated married man of good habits, seventy- 
two years old, one year an inmate ; has nine self-providing ohildreni 
bat they make no provision for his maintenance ; is paralytic, and 
greatly enfeebled, and seems probable, permanently to burden 
the connty ; a widowed woman forty-six years of age, and for the 
past eleven years an inmate of the house; was in the institntioo 
when a child with other members of her family, and subsequently 
placed out ; is ignorant, degraded and debased by vicious practices 
and indulgences, and greatly enfeebled ; has six self-sapporting chil- 
dren, bat dedinee to live with any of them, preferring the associa* 
tions of the poor-house; and a feeble minded single woman, fifty- 
seven years old, an inmate sinee twenty-five years of age ; has borne 
two illegitimate children, one of whom, a daughter, is living, and 
provides for herself; is feeble, infirm and nearly helpless, and 
undoubtedly a permanent burden apbn the connty. 

This county has several chronic insane provided for at t^e State 
Aeylnm. The number nnder local care at the time of the inquiry, 
was four, one man and three women. All were mild, harmless cases, 
and mingled freely with the other inmates. 

It seemed probable that two of the inmates of this house woald,- 
of their own accord, go out and provide for their mu^tenance ; and 
that twelve, mostly children, if removed and placed under proper 
surroundings, might be trained to usefnlness. The condition of 
four was snoh that no definite conclusions could be formed as to 
their fhture. The others were regarded as fixed dependents. 



sdbvGoogIc 



£^ Ansval Rsport or x^m 

QuEsm OoinTTT. 
The number of paapen examined in this connty was one hnDdre4 
ftod nine (109), as fuJlows; In the Queeoa county poor-honae thirty- 
eight (88); in the Hempstead tovn poor-house thirty-aine (39); in 
the Oyster Bay and North Hempstead town poor-honse thirty-two 
(S2). Of these eeraity (70) were males, and thirty-Dine (39) females. 
The QueeM Oovm^ Poor-htnue^ completed nod oecnpied only 4 
few weeks priw to the exunination, is sltiuted oa a small island, on 
the south shore of Long island, about five mil^ from the yilh^ of 
Hempstead. Its inmates examined, were twenty-one (31) males, and 
seventeen (17) females, olass^ed by birth as ibtlows : tToited States, 
twenty-one ; Iretand, twelve ; Oermany, two ; bifthplaoes aoknown, 
three. Five were under sixteen years old ; foRrteen were between 
the ages of sixteen and forty years; twelve betweea forty and fifty; 
and seven were over fifty yeWs of age. Three became d^ftendent 
before they were two years old ; uxteen ^en between the agte of 
two and twenty years; eleven when betweea twenty and thirty; 
and eight after they bad passed the age of thirty years. The dara^ 
tion of the paaperism had been as follows: Less than one year, 
nine ; one yen and less than two years, seven ; two years aod less 
tlian five, twelve ; five years and less than twenty, ten. 

Of the adult, intelligent inmates, eleven had enjoyed the advan- 
tages of common tohooL training ; three coQld read ; nine coald read 
and write ; and twi were without any eduoation- Two were the 
of&pring of pauper &tlwrs, and five of patiper mothers. Seven 
were parents, said to have in all thirteen living t^ildfeu, of whom 
five were in poor-hooses, four iodeatnTed, and £>nr providing for 
themselves. The namber of Catnilies represented by die inmates 
was thirty-tbroej the nnfortunate And vicious outgrowth fh)m whioh, 
in three generations, was ascertained to have been as follows : Pnbr 
lie dependeDts, forty-seven ; insane persons, sixteen ; idiots, three ; 
inebriates, twenty-three. 

The indieations were that two of tbe inraatea oC this bouse would 
go out and provide for thetnselveB ; five seemed to have capacity to 
become self-sustaining, if removed and properly trained ; the othere 
belonged to the pennanently dependent olaae. 

The B&mpaUad T<hen Poor-hevse, is a coDTeoieut and well fur 
nished wooden edifice, situated near Hempstead village. Ita panper 
inmates at the time of the inquiry were twwty-seven (27) males, 
and twelve (10)' females, c^ whom twenty-three were natives, and 
sixteen foreign born. Six were under sixteen years of age ; fifteen 
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were betwewi the ages of sixteen and fdtj jearB ; foorteen betweso 
fiftj and eighty ; and foQr vere in advance of the Uttei; age. The 
dependence in three; of the c&eea eommeveed before they hitd arrived 
at the age of two years ; in four oases yib&a between the ages of two 
and thirty years ; in Hfteen, eaeea when between ^irty and tif ty ; 
in ten cases when between fifty and Berenty;.and in seven .cases 
after they were seventy yeara old. Tweoty^onr had been dependent 
less than one year; four one year aqd less tbsn two years ;. nine two 
years and less than ten j and two more than ten yeaice. 

The inmates of this house exhibited aboat the oaoal intelUgeojoe of 
this class of persons, eixteeni or nearly fifty per csent of those of mature 
ago, having been educated in ctuomon aohools. The proportion of 
inJiemperate however appeared to be veiy large, twenty-one of tha 
men, or eighty-four per cent, and fbar of the womeO) or fifteen per 
cent, admitting the use of intoxicating drinks. Eighteen of the 
men, and the fonr womw, were daeeed as habitual and confirmed 
drunkards. The niunber of families represented by the inmates waa 
thirty ; the number of dependents sprang from these fomiUes in. .three 
generations, fifty-five; and the uomber of inebriates, forty. Five of 
those under oare were the offspring of pauper fathers, and ux of 
pauper mothers, Twentf were parents, having an aggregate of sixty- 
three living children, of whom eight were in poor-booses ; one was 
bound out; and fifty-foor were said to be self-enstaining. 

The following were the family groupe in the institution, at the time 
of the inquiry : A man thirty-nine years of age, bis wife aged thirty- 
three years, and a female dbild two years old, inmates only a few 
we^ ; the man ignorant and grossly intemperate, the woman edu- 
cated, temperate, indivtrioaB and seemingly re&poctable ; both of good 
constitution and healthy, and probable soon to go out ; a man and his 
wife, the fermer aged thirty-eight, and the latter thirty-five years, and 
th«r two children, a girl nine, and a boy three years of age ; (he man 
educated but intemperate, the woman ignorant, yet totally abetinent, 
and the ehildrra a^^rarently intelligent; have been inmates fonr 
montlis, Mid it is thought will early be die^arged ; an unmarried 
feeble minded woman, forty yiears old, and an illegitimate idiot child 
thirteen years of age ; both have been twelve years under care, and 
are quite likely to remain public burdens ; a married woman aged 
fifty-twoyears, and lier boy nine years old, inmates four years ; receired 
a good education, married when twenty-nine years of age, afterwards 
beeame dissipated and separated from her husband, and for a number 
of years waa aided outside ; has one ditld provided for in a family, 
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and the other if removed and eaitabi; traioed would doabUees grow 
Dp to nsefalneas ; and a man seventy-flve yean old and hie eeooud 
wife aged sixty years, recently admitted ; both uneducated, but eaid 
to have been temperate and iadnstrioaB ; the former has five and the 
latter four self-Bupporting children, yet both seem probable hereafter 
to bnrdea'the public. 

A few of the other cases examined, will next be noticed : A single 
man fifty-four years of age, well educated, and recently admitted ; 
is io feeble health and entirely fnendless and offers little Iiope of 
recovery ; a widow aged forty-two years, educated, but very intemper- 
ate ; is temporarily disabled by disease, and expected soon to go out ; 
a married man thirty-seven years old, foreign born, and an inmate 
only a short time; is well educated but an habitual drunkard, too 
indolent to provide for himself; a man aged eighty-four years, twice 
married, now a widower, and two years in the house ; is fairly edu- 
cated and temperate, but quite feeble and infirm ; has four self-eaport* 
ing children, yet appears probable to remain a public charge the 
balance of his life ; and an unmarried man thirty-five years old, ignorant 
and intemperate, recently received in the house j is io full health but 
shiftless and improvident and quite likely to become afixed dependent 

The future of three of the inmates of this house was r^;arded as 
doubtful ; sixteen, it was thought would in the end go oat and provide 
for themselves; two of the others were believed capable of self- 
supporting labor if properly encouraged ; and eighteen were looked 
upon as permanent burdens. 

The Oyster Bay and Korth Hempstead Town Poor-hotis«, is 
situated near Brockville and receives and provides for the poor of 
those towns. At the time of the inquiry it bad twenty-two (32) male, 
and ten (10) female panper inmates, eight of whom were colored 
representing twenty-eiz families from which there bad sprang in three 
generations, so far as could be ascertuned, forty -nine public depend' 
enta. Three of those under care were the children of pauper fathers, 
and nine, of pauper mothers; and four had pauper brothers, and two, 
panper sisters. The number who were heads of families was seven. 
These were said to have twenty-nine living children, conditioned ii 
life as follows: In poor-houses, four; in family situations, three 
self-sustaining, twenty-two. 

The nativity and ages of the inmates appeared as follows: Native 
born, twenty-two ; foreign bom, nine ; birthplace nnknown, one. 
Under sixteen years of age, seven ; between the ages of sixteen and 
forty years, two ; between forty and sixty, thirteen ; over sixty yearf 
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old, ten. Six were born in the poor-hooee; two of the others were 
admitted before they were twenty years of age ; ten, when between 
die ages of twenty and fifty ; twelve, when between fifty and seventy ; 
and two after they bad paeued the latter age. Eight bad been 
dependent leas than two years ; foarteen, two years and less than ten ; 
six, ten years and lesB than twenty; and four, over twenty years. 

As a whole, the inmates of this house were extremely ignorant, 
and a large proportion of them intemperate. The following is a 
sammary of the facts collected upon these points : Of those of mature 
age and capaoity tor instruction, eight had learned to read and write ; 
two could read only ; and the ol^rs were without any education. 
Thirteen of the men, or nearly eighty-seven per cent, and three of 
the women, or seventy-five per cent, were said to have been intem- 
perate; and ten of the former, and one of the latter, were classed 
as confirmed inebriates. The proportion of the parents known to 
have been intemperate appeared also quite large. 

The following were the fiunilies in the care of the institution upon 
the occasion of the examination : A man and his wife, aged respec- 
tively sixty-eight, and fifty-eight years, uneducated and intemperate, 
inmates ten years ; the former partially blind, the latter paralytic, 
and both looked npon as fixed dependents; a widowed woman, twice 
married, forty-two years of age, and an inmate most of the time since 
thirty-five years old ; has six living cfaildreu, four self-support! ng, 
and two, a boy aged five years, and a girl one year old in this bouse ; 
is uneducated and indolent, and gives little hope of providing for 
herself; a man seventy-two years of age, and bis second wife, forty- 
nine years old, the former an inmate sixteen, and the latter twenty- 
eight years ; the woman has borne four illegitimate children, one of 
whom, an idiot girl, fifteen years old is now in this bouse; the man 
and woman both, ignorant, shiftless and depraved, and claeaed as peiv 
muient burdens; and two illegitimate children, broljier and sister, 
the former aged fonr and the latter eight years, inmates from birth ; 
both bright and intelligent, and under proper sarroundings might be 
trained to usefulness. 

Among other cases in the institution were the following : A single 
man, sixty-five years of age, an inmate ten years; is unedncated, 
intemperate, pai-alytic, and nearly helpless; a man fifty years old, a 
widower recently admitted ; is ignorant, grossly intemperate, nearly 
blind, and wholly dependent ; an unmarried feeble minded woman, 
aged forty years, twenty of which have been spent as a pauper, and 
gives no promise of future self support ; a single weak minded 
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ffotnaa tvBatyioat years old, iUegitimate, and an inmate from birth ; 
baa borne one Ulegitiinate child, now dead, and is r^^arded as a fixed 
bnrden ; an unmarried woman forty-eix years of age, ignorant, very 
intemperate, and a vagrant ; has passed fiye years in tbe institadon 
and offers little hope ot refbrmatJoa ; and a single man aged thirty 
years, illegitimate, ncedncated and debased ; faae been aa inmate 
throe years, also repeatedly In jail, and seema likely to bnrden the 
public through life. 

It appeared pvobdUe thdtt four of tbe inmates of this iDetitatioD, if 
placed under good influences, might grow up to useiulness ; eaghtem 
were looked apon as fixed public burdens ; and the future of ten was 
regarded as in doubt. 

Bbnbsblasb Coohtt. 

The pooMionse of this county stands on elevated ground, near the 
city of Troy. Tbe buitdinge have been in Use a number of years, but 
they are in Mt condition, and comfortably furnished. Tbe institu- 
tion has room for about two hundred and fitty persons. 

The pauper inmates at the time of the examination were : Males 
eighty-three (83) ; females eeventy-tliree (73) ; total, one hundred and 
fifty-six (166). These were classified by birth as follows: United 
Btates, seventy-four ; Canada, two ; Ireland, seventy ; other European 
countries, ten. The fathers of one hundred and ten, and the mothers 
of one hundred and nine were foreign born ; and the birthplaces of 
twenty-eight of the former, and c^ twenty-two of tJie latter conld not 
be learned. 

The following facts were obtained by the inquiry, r^pecting the 
i^;eB, time of dependence, etc., of the persons there under care: 
Fifteen were under two years old ; twelve were between the ages of 
two and five years ; seven, between five and sixteen ; thirty-six, 
between sixteen Mid forty ; forty-four, betweenfortyand sixty; thirty- 
eight, between sixty and ei^ty ; and four in advance of the latter 
age. Sixteen were born in the institution ; nine of the others entered 
it before they were two years of age ; fourteen, when between the 
ages of two and twenty years; fifty-two, when between twenty and 
forty ; fiftythree, when between fi>rty and seventy ; and twelve after 
they were seventy years old. Forty-eight had been in its care less 
than one year ; fifteen, one year and less thsa two years ; thirty-six, 
two years and less than five; twenty-three, five years and less than 
ten ; twenty-five, ten years and less than twenty; seven, twenty years 
and less than thirty ; and two over thirty years. The entire time 
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spent in the house by all the iniuates, footed np eight hnndred and 
Biibeen yenre, being an average of 5. S3 years per inmate. 

A large proportion of the perBone in e&re of thia ioatitntion belonged 
to the ignorant and intemperate elass c^ panpers, as will be seen by 
the following statement of &ctB collected upon the subject : Of those 
of mature age, only forty-three, or abont. thirty-eight per cent, had 
been trained in school; foarteea of the others had learned to read, 
and seven to read and write; the remainder were without any educa- 
tion. Fifty of the men, or nearly ninety-one per cent, and twenty-two 
of the women, or over .sixty-six per cent of those whose habits could 
be ascertfuned, were classed as intemperate ; and thirty-two of the 
former and eleven of the latter, it was said, had been habitnal and 
oonfirmed dmnkards. Bat little , conld be learned respecting the 
habits of their ancestors. 

This ooQsty, eereral years since, adopted a thorongh system of 
oUesificatioD, in the case of its dependent classes. Under this system 
the children over three years of age, hare been sent to the various 
asylums at Troy; the more urgent sick and eargical cases to the 
hospitals of that city ; Mid the insane, both acute and chronic, to the 
appropriate inatitataone for these classes. Evidences oi pauper entail- 
ment to the third generation existed in three instances only, on the 
maternal, and in no instance on the paternal side. Among the inmates 
examined, seven desoended from pauper fathers, and thirty-two from 
pauper mothers. The latter were mostly infanta, to be disposed of 
upon arriving at proper age. 

The families represented by the inmates nnmbered one hundred 
and thirty-«ix. The burdensome, unfortunate and vicious clasBea, 
which had spmng from these families in three generations, so &r as 
Icnown, had been as follows: Paupers, one hnndred and ninety-seven ; 
insane, twenty-foar; idiots, ten; inebriates, one hnndred and three! 
criminals, fifteen. Thirty-six of those under care were said to be heads 
of fiUniliesin which were nnmbered eighty-nine living children. The 
condition of fifteen of these was unknown; forty-fonr were providing 
for themselves; and thirty were dependent. Of the latter, twenty- 
four- were in poor-bonses, and six in asylums. 

The following were some of the family groups in the institnti<»i 
upon the occasion of the inquiry : A married woman thirty-one years 
of age, separated fVpm her hnsband nearly twelve years, since which 
time she has borne three illegitimate children, one of whom is dead, 
and two are now with her, the youngest beiifg four months old ; is 
Igiiontiit, vagrant and depraved, and gives little promise of fntaie 
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■elf-flopport ; an nnmarried woman aged twenty-aeven years, with 
two illegitimate children, the elder being three years of age, and has 
another child in asylnm care ; is nnedncated, intemperate and debaaed, 
and has been an inmate most of the time for the past six years ; may 
in time go oat, bnt is quite probable to retnm, farther to bnrden the 
connty ; a married woman thirty years of age, deserted by her hus- 
band, recently admitted with an in&nt ; is fairly connected, and 
temperate, bnt in poor health, with fatnre uncertain ; a woman thirty 
years old, abandoned by her husband, said to be intemperate and 
profligate, an inmate one year ; lias two children, one in an asylnm, 
and the other, a girl three years of age with her ; is temperate and 
healthy, bnt ignorant and disinclined to sel^xertion ; a colored woman, 
aged fifty-nine years, married bnt separated from her husband ; has 
borne twelve children, one only, a girl seven years old, being alive 
and an inmate ; ia uneducated, and grossly intemperate, having been 
repeatedly locked up for dmnkenness; was recently admitted, yet 
appears likely hereafter to burden the public; a woman thirty-two 
years of age, twice married, but abandoned by her second Imsband ; 
has two children, the elder, a boy, in an asylnm, and the other, an 
infant girl, an inmate ; is educated, temperate, and apparently respect- 
able, and seems likely soon to provide for herself; a colored married 
woman, forty-five years of age, separated from h^r hnaband, «ud 
recently received with an infant dtild aaid to be illegitimate; is 
nnedncatcd and very intemperate, having been twice in the peniten- 
tiary for dmnkenness and ragrancy, and appears probable further to 
burden the public ; and an nnmarried girl nineteen years old, foreign 
born, and only a few months in the country ; was admitted to the 
institution soon after her arrival, where she gave birth to a child ; is 
nnediicated, bnt temperate and industrious, and bids fair in the end 
to go out and provide for her maintenance. 

A few of the other classes examined will next be noticed : A widowed 
woman fifty-four years of age, uneducated and intemperate and sev- 
eral times in the penitentiary for drunkenness and disorderly conduct ; 
has been an inmate ton years, is the mother of two aelf-supporting 
cliildren, but probable to remain a public charge the balance of her 
life ; an unmarried woman i^ed fifty-four years, fifteen of which have 
been spent in this house ; is uneducated, confirmed in habits of dmnk- 
enness, and looked upon as a fixed dependent ; a married woman, 
forty-five years of age, separated from her husband, and an inmate 
at various times for the past ten years ; is ignorant, intemperate and 
vagrant and not likely to be reclaimed ; a single man aged thirty-fire 
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years, nnedncated, vagrant aDd inteinperate ; has been an inmate 
three jeare, and also in jail for drunkenneSB, and regarded as incor- 
rigible; a weak minded unmarried man thirty-one years old, and 
fifteen years in the honse; is in feeble health, without friends, and 
wholly dependent ; a man seventy years of age, a widower, edncated 
bnt very intemperate and an inmate twenty years; has six Belf-«ap> 
porting children, bnt is looked upon as a permanent burden upon the 
oonoty ; and an nnmarrled man fifty-eight years old, and an inmate 
since thirty-seven years of age ; is crippled, infirm and friendleea, and 
classed as a fixed dependent. 

The probable future of the inmates of this hoaae may be thns 
summed np : Eighty-nine give no hopes of future self-support; 
twenty-three seem likely of their own accord to go out and provide 
for themselves ; nine may be trained to neefulness if removed and 
placed under proper guidance ; while the prospects of thirty-five, 
mostly infants, may be regarded as doubtful. 

HlDBUONn COPNTT. 

The Bichmond county poor-house is situated in the town of 
Xorthfield, near the village of New Dorp. It has been in use several 
years, but has recently undergone repairs and alterations and is quite 
comfortable. The institution will accommodate about one hundred 
and twenty-five persons. 

Thd nomber of paupers in the care of the institution upon the 
occasion of the inquiry waa eighty-four (84). Of these forty-six (46) 
were males, and thirty-eight (38) females, classified by birth as follows : 
New York, tliirty-six ; other States of the Union, eight ; Canada, 
one; England, two; Ireland, twenty-nine; Qermany, five; other 
European countries, three. The fathers of nineteen, and the mothers 
of twenty-one, were native bom . and the fathers of sixty-five, and 
the mothers of sixty-three were of foreign birth. 

The following facts were obtained regarding the ages of the inmates 
when examined, the periods in life in which they became dependent, 
and the duration of the pauperism : Eighteen were nnder sixteen 
years old ; six, were between the ages of sixteen and thirty years ; 
twenty-two, between thirty and fifty ; twenty-five, between fifty and 
seventy; ten, between seventy and eighty ; and three were in advance 
of the latter age. Eight, were horn in poor-houses ; eleven of the 
oUiers were admitted before they were ten years old ; twelve, when 
between the ages of ten and thirty years; twenty-seven, when 
between thirty and fifty; thirteen, when between fifty and sixty; 
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seven, when between sixty and seventy; and six after tliey liad 
passed the age of seventy years. Twenty had been dependent less 
than one year j three, one year and less than two years ; twenty-six, 
two years and less than five; fonrteen, five years and less than ton; 
sixteen, ten years and less than twenty ; and four, over twenty years. 
The average dependence per inmate, appeared then to have been 6,39 
years ; the aggregate, five hundred and thirty-seven years. 

The inmates of this house were largely characterized by their 
ignorance, and by early pernicions habits and indnlgencea. Of those 
of matnre age, twenty-seven, or nearly forty-one per Cent were wholly 
nnedncated; five,1iad learned to read; six, to read and write; and 
twenty-eight bad been trained in common schools. All of the men 
except three, whose habits could sot be learned, admitted practices 
of inebriety ; and twenty-seven of them, or over seventy-seven per 
cent were known to have been habitnal drnnkards. The habits of 
the women were classified as follows: Totally abstinent, sixteen; 
moderate drinkers, eight ; periodical drinkers, fonr ; confirmed inebri- 
ates, two; habits nnknown, one. The fathers of nineteen, and the 
mothers of forty-foar were classed as temperate ; and the 'Others of 
filty-one, and the pothers of twenty-three, as intemperate. The 
habits of the &thers of fonrteen, and of the raothoTB of seventeen, 
conld not be ascertained. 

The number of families represented by the inmates was sixty-nine. 
Tba total burdensome, -unfortunate and turbulent classes, of these 
families in three generations, so far as could be learned, summed up, 
one hundred and ninety^nine persons, as follows : Pnblic dependents, 
ninety-foor; insane, thirteen; inebriates, ninety-two. Three were 
the descendants of pauper fathers; thirteen of pauper mothers; and 
in one instance the pauperism was traced to the grandparents. 
Twenty-seven were heads of families having in all eighty-two 
living children. Of these, fifteen were in poor-honses ; five in asy- 
lums; five indentured in homes'; and fifty-six weresatd to be self- 
sustaining. 'Ilie condition of one conld not be learned. The children 
in the institution at the time of the examination have, since then 
been removed, and placed in families, or asylunie, and the system of 
pooi^ouse care of this class iias been wholly abandoned. These 
ends have been readily attained by the authorities, and it h believed 
with highly beneficial resnlts. 

The evils attending the association of dependent children with 
adult paupers, will be clearly seen by the following coses of families 
'grouped in this institution at the time of the inquiry : A married 
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womaD, thirty years old, deserted by her hnsband, with fonr children 
aged respectively six, four, three and two years ; the woman uneda- 
cated and intemperate, and her hnsband also an inebriate ; have been 
iomateB nearly two years, and the woman, being allowed to retain 
her children, evinces no desire to go oat and provide for herself; an 
nnedncated, intemperate woman, thirty-five years of age, widowed, 
and nine years an inmate ; has two children with her, the elder seven 
and the yoanger five years old, both bom in the honse, the father 
haviDg been a pauper and grossly intemperate ; a widowed woman, 
thirty-seven years old, an inmate nine years ; has a son ten years old 
who entered the poor-house with her, and another five years of age, 
born in the institution ; the woman healthy, but ignorant, intemper- 
ate and depraved, and seems likely to remain a pnblic burden ; the 
children intelligent, and, if removed to proper earronndings, might be 
trained to usefulness ; three young single women, each with an ille- 
gitimate child, and one widowed woman with two illegitimate chil- 
dren, all except one uneducated, intemperate and vagrant, and quite 
probable further to burden the public with their prugeny; a man 
eighty years of age, twice married, but childless, an inmate twenty 
years, and hie brother, sixty-five years old and ten years in the house ; 
both well edacated bnt habitual drunkards, and looked upon as fixed 
dependents; and two brothers, one ^ed fifty-eight and one fifty 
years, inmates four years ; the elder single, the younger a widower, 
having five self-supporting children ; both nnedncated and enfeebled 
by habits of dissipation, and seem probable hereafter to bnrdea 
the public 

A few of the other cases examined will next be noticed: A 
widowed woman thirty-two years of age, educated and temperate and 
an inmate ten years ; has had two children since her admission to 
the honse, one of whom is dead, and one provided for in a family; 
was early orphaned and homeless, and gives no promise of fntnre self- 
support ; a man aged sixty-two years, a widower, foreign born, nine 
years in this country, and fonr years a pauper inmate ; is ignorant, 
intemperate and profligate, and quite certain to remain a public 
charge ; a widower sixty-five years old, well educated, but very intem- 
perate, and an inmate fonr years ; has five children who provide for 
themselves, but is regarded as a permanent burden upon the public ; 
s single man fifty-nine years of age, thoroughly educated but an 
inveterate drunkard and vagrant ; has been an inmate only a short 
time, yet seems likely to remain through life ; and an uneducated, 
intemperate single womAn, tliirty years old, ten years an inmate ; haa 
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been repeatedly in jail for drunkennees and vagrancy, and iB thor- 
oughly degraded by vicious and debasing practices, and offers no 
hope of relurintition. 

The authorities of this connty provide for it« chronic insane 
mainly in the appropriate State asylum for this class, ^he nomhei 
under care at the time of the inquiry was ten (10) of whom fonr (4) 
were males, and six (6) females. All were qniet, harmless cases, 
looked npon generally as incurable, and receiving no special atten- 
tion. 

The following conclusions were reached regarding the probable 
future of the inmates of this honse: Permanently dependent, fifty- 
three; likely to provide for themeelvee, two; capable of self-mainte- 
nance under proper guidance, seventeen ; future doubtfiil, twelve. 

BoOELABD C!0UHT7. 

The institution for the poor of this connty is sitnated at Monsey, 
six miles from the village of Suffem. It consists of two wooden 
buildings adjoining, having accommodations for about seventy-five 
persons. The baildings are old but comfortable, and appropriately 
furnished, and the location is pleasant and healthy. 

Upon the occasion of the inquiry the institution had fifty (50) per- 
sons under its sheltering care — thirty-two (32) males, and eighteen 
(18) females. Twenty-nine of these were natives of New York ; 
fonr of other States of the Union ; five of England ; eight of Ireland ; 
one of France ; and three of Germany. The parents of twenty-four 
were native, and of twenty-six foreign bom. 

The ages, duration of dependence, etc., of the inmates of this 
institution, appeared as follows: Fourteen were under sixteen years 
old ; eight were between the ages of sixteen and forty years ; tiiir- 
teen between forty and sixty; six between sixty and seventy; and 
nine had passed the latter age. Three were born in the poor-house ; 
seven were admitted before they had reached the age of ten years ; 
six when between the ages of ten and twenty ; ten when between 
twenty and forty ; thirteen when between forty and sixty ; and eleven 
after they were over sixty years old. The dependence in eleven 
cases had existed less than one year; in sixteen cases, one year and 
less than five; in fourteen cases, five years and less than ten; in 
eight cases, ten years and less tlian twenty ; and in two cases, over 
twenty years. The summing up showed an aggregate dependence 
of all the inmates when examiued of two hundred and sixty-two 
years ; and an average to each person of 5.24 years. 
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The edncstional attainments of the inmates of this house were 
fonud to be aboat the same as that of this class generally in like 
institntions ; bat the proportion of illiterate, especiallj in tbe 
cases of the men^ appeared quite lai^. Of those of proper age, 
seventeen had enjojed the advantages of common school training ; 
fonr had been edaoated to read, and one to read and write ; th« 
others were entirely ignorant. Four of the men and six of the 
women claimed to be totally abstinent ; while nineteen of the former 
and foor of the latter confessed having formed habits of inebriety. 
Of these, fonrteen, or forty per cent, were known to have been 
habitual drnnkards. The habits of two conld not be ascertained. 
The proportion of intemperate among the parents of the inmates, so 
far as known, appeared also qaite large. 

The inmates when examined represented forty-six families, from 
which there were known to have sprung, in three generations, seventy ' 
paupers, four insane persons, two idiots, and thirty'^ne inebriates. 
The heads of fiunilies, consisting of one or both parents, numbered 
fonrteen. The children of these families then living, footed up fifty- 
two, situated in life as follows : In poor-honses, five ; placed oat, 
two ; self-providing, forty-one ; condition unknown, four. Five of 
those under care were the offspring of panper mothers. In no 
instance conld the pauperism be traced to the third generation. 

The following were the families in the iuBtitation 'at the time of 
the examination ; A widowed woman tliirty years old, uneducated 
and intemperate, an inmate only a few months j has six living chil- 
dren, three of whom are self-supporting, and tlirce inmates with her, 
the youngest, an infant, being illegitimate and bom in the poor-house ; 
is friendless, and seems probable hereafter to burden the public ; a 
married woman aged twenty-seven years, deserted by her husband, 
with an infant child born in this institution; has been an inmate 
only a short time, is educated and temperate, and appears likely soon 
to provide for herself; two orphaned children, the elder aged ten, 
and the younger five years, inmates one year ; and two other children, 
s boy seven, and a girl six years old, abandoned by their father. 

Otiier cases were examined as follows: An nnmarried woman aged 
forty-two years, eleven years an inmate; has had four illegitimate 
children, two of whom are dead, and two provided for in families ; is 
educated, but intemperate and vagrant, and gives no promise of 
reformation ; a single woman, nineteen years of age, first admitted 
to the poor-house when twelve years old, and for some time past hae 
led a vagrant, tramping life ; is ignorant, shiftless and d^raded, and 
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looked upon as inoorri^ble; an nnmarried mao aged thirty yean, 
nnedncated, intemperate, and nearly blind ; hae been eighteen jeare 
an inmate, is without friends, and regarded ae a fixed harden ; a 
angle woman ninety years of age, twenty-five years in the hooae ; ie 
ancdncated, bnt temperate, without friends, and wholly dependent ; 
an ignorant, intemperate, nnmarried colored man, forty years old, 
eight years an inmate, and ofiers no hope of future eelf-eupport ; 
and a widowed woman aged fifty-five years, nine years in the house ; 
ia educated and temperate, bnt an epileptic, and likely to burden the 
public through lift. 

The county provides for its chronic insane mainly at the State 
asylum for this class. The namber under eonnty oare at the time 
of the examination was two, both women. These were quiet, well- 
behaved cases, and allowed to mingle with the other inmatea. 

The condition of the inmates of this house led to more hopeful 
conclusions respecting their future than is generally reached as to this 
clasB in similar institutions. Twenty-fdnr, or only forty per cent, were 
looked upon as hopelessly dependent. Of the others it was thought 
that three would soon go out and provide for themselves, and that 
eleven if promptly removed and properly guided might be made eelf- 
BUpporting. The fnture of twelve was r^arded as uncertain, though 
it seemed probable that a portion of them, at least, might be eduoated 
to usefulness. 

St. Lawbehoe Ooohtt. 

The St. Lawrence county poor-honse, erected in 1869, ia a substan- 
tial brick edifice containing modern improvements for heating, bath- 
ing, etc., and will accommodate and suitably classify about two hundred 
and fifty inmates. It is pleasantly situated near the village of Canton. 

The nnmber of persons in the care of the institution npon tJie 
occasion of the inqniry was, males forlr|r-three (48) ; females sixty-one 
(61) ; total one hundred and four (104). Of these, fire were bom in 
the poor-house; twenty-three of the others were admitted before 
arriving at the age of twenty years ; eighteen wlien between the ages 
of twenty and forty ; thirty-two when between forty and sixty ; 
twen^-one when between sixty and eighty ; and five after they were 
in advance of eighty years. The ages at the time of the examination 
appeared as follows : Under two years, six ; between the ages of two 
and sixteen years, seven ; between sixteen and thirty, fifteen ; 
between thirty and fifty, twenty-one; between fifty and seventy, 
thirty ; between seventy and eighty, fifteen ; over eighty years old, 
ten. Twenty-fonr had been in the honae leas than one year; thirty- 
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■even, ooe yesr and less than five years ; thirty, five years and lees 
thsa ten ; seven, teu years aod lese tbao twenty ; four, twenty years 
and lees than thifty ; and one more than thirty years. The aggregate 
time of dependence then had been fbnr hundred and forty-six years ; 
the average per inmate 4.S9 years. 

The birt^plaoee of eight of the inmatos of the honse coald not he 
ascertained. Of the others, thirty-fonr were horn in New York ; 
fourteen in other States of the Union ; seventeen in Canada; five in 
England ; twenty-two in Ireland ; and four in other Eoropean ooun- 
trisB. The fathers of twenty-one, and the mothers of twenty-nine, 
were native, and the fitithwa of forty, and the moth»« of thirty-eight, 
foreign horn. The birthplaoea of the fiithers of forty, and of the 
mothera (^ thirty-seren, were unknown. The ft^owing facte were 
developed by the inqniry, regu^ing the education and habits of the 
inmates of the institntion : Of those of mature age and capacity for 
inetruction, twenty-eeven, or nearly thirty-five per cent were without 
any education ; eleven <^ the others had learned to read ; seven to 
read and write ; and thirty-three had enjoyed tlie advantages of coni> 
mon eehooJ training. The habits of three of the men, and of nine 
of the women conld not be leanied. Of the others, three of the men 
only, and twenty-seren of the women, were elaeaed ae temperate ; 
the reeidne were said to have formed habits of dmokenneee. The 
fathers of forty, and the mothers of nine were known also to have 
been intemperate. 

In the dispoution of the dependent diildren of this county, the 
authorities have cbiefiy relied upon family agencies ; and it is said, 
they have generally been able properly thns to provide for all of this 
class. The amount of pauper entailment in the oases of the persons 
trader care, when the inqniry was made, appeued to be quite email, 
only two being the offspring of panper lathers, and twelve, mostly 
in&nts, of pauper moth^v. The number of families represented in 
the institntion was ninety-two. The burdensome, ni^ortunate and 
disturbing classes of society in theee fitmiliee, in three generations, 
summed up two hundred and thirty^ve, aa folloiira : Public depend- 
ents, one hondred and sixteen ; insane persons, twenty-aeven ,- idiots, 
eighteen ; inebriates, seventy*fonr. Thirty-one of tboeo under care 
were parents having in «11 eeventy-fonr liviag children. The condi- 
tion of twenty-one of them oonld not be satislactorily determined. 
Of the others, ten were in poor-bonsea, eleven in funily sitnatioDS, 
and thirty-two self-sapporting. 

The following were the iamily groups in the house at the time of 
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the inqaiiy: A single woman twenty-six yean old, an inmate only 
a few months; has two illegitimate children with her, the yonnger 
bom in the honse, and has also aoother ille^tima^ child, provided 
for by friends ; is edacated and temperate, bat confirmed iu habits of 
vagrancy, and likely hereafter to bnrden the public ; an idiot male, 
thirty-one years old, and hie sister twenty-two years of age, also an 
idiot and epileptic, the former an inmate six, and the latter four years, 
the father being feeble minded and intemperate and aided ontaide ; 
an nnmarried girl eighteen years of age, with an illegitimate child 
seren months old, inmates six months ; is edncated, temperate and 
healthy, and bids fair bood to go ont and provide for herself; a single 
woman thirty-three years old, nneducated, vagrant and depraved, nine 
months an inmate, with two illegitimate children, the elder aged 
seven years, and the younger, one year ; a widowed woman aged sixty 
years, and her danghter, crippled, thirty-eix years old, inmates thirty- 
two years ; both ignorant, feeble and infirm, and regarded as fixed 
dependents ; a woman, widowed, seventy-two years of age, an inmate 
eight years, with her married daughter ai| epileptic, aged forty-nine 
years ; is the mother of two other children self-sustaining, and the 
danghter has foor children, two providing for themselves, and two 
placed in families ; both women feeble and helpless, and quite certain 
to remain public charges ; an uneducated intemperate married woman, 
aged forty>nine years, supposed to be from Canada, with a child six 
years old, inmates tour years, and both probably permanent depend- 
ents ; a temperate married man, fitty-eight years old, snfiering from 
chorea, and his sister aged forty-two years, ignorant and weak minded, 
the former an inmate seven months, and the latter two years, and both 
likely to remain through life ; and an unmarried woman aged twenty- 

. five years, and an inmate since nineteen years old ; has an iUegitimate 
child with her, aged three months, bom in the house, and also two 
oth^ children, placed out ; is ignorant, vagrant and debased, and gives 
little promise of reformation. 

Included with the other cases examined were the following: A 
man fifty-seven years of age, a widower, nine years in the house on 
account of the accidental loss of eyes and wholly dependent ; a 
single woman aged twenty-four years, in the house two weeks, com- 
mitted as a vagrant; has been so committed twice before, and alsu 
several timee to jail for like ofiense, and is looked upon as incorrigible ; 
a deaf mute single woman, fifty-four years of age, uneducated, and 
an inmate nearly fifty years ; an unmarried feeble minded woman, 

■ aged fifty-six years, fourteen pf which have been spent iu this house ; 
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parents firet eoneine, ignorant, intemperate, idle and shifUesa ; a bid- 
gle woman twenty-eiglit years old, six years an inmate, and lias two 
illegitimate children provided for in families ; the father, mother and 
one brother have been panpers, and she seems likely hereafter to bur- 
den the county ; an uneducated intemperate man, a widower, aged 
seventy-three yeai-s, only five months in the house; is paralytic, 
nearly blind, and regarded as a fixed bt^rden ; and an idiot, a female, 
thirty-two years old, eight years in the house, and entirely friendless. 

Also the following : A feeble minded single woman, twenty-five 
years of age, an inmate twenty-three years, a waif, and hopelessly 
dependent ; an ignorant, grossly intemperate man, a widower, ninety 
years old, recently admitted; has five self-supporting children, but is 
looked upon as a fixed burden ; a single woman, aged thirty-seven 
years, five years an inmate, is educated and temperate, but sick and 
infirm, and not likely to recover; an unmarried man sixty-one years 
old, recently &om Canada, in the honse one year, and seems probable 
to remain through life; a single woman thirty-eight years of age, 
and six years a pauper inmate; first entered the poor-house when 
sixteen years old, remained only a short time, went out and led a 
vagrant, dissolute life nntil thirty-two years of age, returning tlien to 
the institation ; is suffering from disease induced by debasing practices, 
and appears likely to burden the public through life ; and an unmar- 
ried girl aged seventeen years, ignorant, vagrant, and in feeble health, 
an inmate six years; the father, mother, one brother and one sister 
have been paupers, and she ofTers little promise of future self-support. 

Upon the opening of the Willard Asylum in 1869, this county 
transferred its chronic insane, then in the county poor-house, to that 
institution. Since that date others of this class have been thus dis- 
posed of, and the system of county care for the insane was, for some 
time, entirely abandoned. Within the past year, however, the 
anthorities have set apart and fitted np apartments in the poor-house 
for a limited number of the more quiet and orderly of this dase with 
the view of retaining them under local control. The number of such 
insane in care of the institution at the time of the inquiry was, males 
four (4) ; females seventeen (17) ; total twenty-one (21). 

As regards tlie future of the inmates of this house, it was the 
opinion that seventy-three of them would probably burden the county 
through life ; two it was thought would, of their own accord, aoon go 
ont and provide for themselves ; eight seemed capable of maintaining 
themselves if removed and placed under good eurroundings ; and the 
fhture of twenty-one was looked upon as doubtful. 
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The erection of a new poor-bouse was began in this connty ia 1869, 
bnt it was not fall; completed antil 1873. Tbe bailding is a plua 
brick structure, well planned and arranged, and ia wholly adequate 
to the present req^airements. It is pleasantly located on the site of 
the old edifice, near the village of Ballston. 

Tbe e:[amination showed tHat there were ilien one hundred and 
fourteen (IH) panpers in the care of this institntioD, of whom twenty- 
three (23) were insane. The number of males was sizty (60) ; females 
fifty-four (54). They were classified according to birth as follows : 
New York, sixty-six; others of the United States, fire; England, 
two; Ireland, thirty-eight; other countries of Europe, three. The 
parents of aixty-two were native, and of forty-seven foreign bom. 
The birthplaces of tbe parents of five could not be ascertained. 

Tbe proportion of aged in the institution, as appeared by the 
inqnivy, was exceedingly large. Of those then in its care, fourteen 
were under twenty years of ?ge ; sixteen were between the ages of 
twenty and forty ; thirty-two between forty and sixty ; twenty-one 
between sixty and seventy ; twenty-three between seventy and 
eighty; and eiglit had passed the latter age. Three were born in 
the poor-Iionse ; fifteen of the others became dependent before tliey 
were twenty years of age ; twenty-seven when between the ages of 
twenty and forty ; thirty-eight when between forty and sixty ; sixteen 
when between sixty and seventy ; and fifteen after they were seventy 
years old. Twenty had been inmates less than one year; ten, one 
year and less than two years; thirty-tliree, two years and less than 
fl!ve; eighteen, five years and less than ten; twenty-two, ten years 
and less than twenty ; eight, twenty years and less than thirty ; and 
three, more than thirty years. Tlie average time spent in tbe poor- 
honse per inmate had been 7.12 ; the aggregate, eight hundred and 
twelve years. Ninety were looked upon as permanent dependents ; 
seven, as likely soon to go out and provide for themselves ; five, as 
capable of self maintenance under proper supervision ; and the future 
of twelve was regarded as d'^ubtful. 

Of the inmates of adult age, thirty-seven, or nearly forty per cent, 
had been instructed in common schools; eleven of the others had 
learned to read only ; and nine to read and write. Tbe remainder 
bad never received any educational training. Twen^ of tbe men 
and sixteen of the women claimed to be totally abstinent ; and thir- 
ty-four of tbe men and twenty-four of the women admitted habits of 
inebriety. Of these, twenty-Gve of tbe former and twenty-two of tbe 
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latter were classed as coDfinnod drnokardB. Bat little (Soold be 
learned respeeting the habits of the psreate of the Inmates. 

The opportanities for placing dependent cbildrea in feuiily homes 
in this connty are said, generally, to have been adequate to the 
reqairements of Uiib class. At times, however) the children have 
been allowed to acbumdlate in the poor-bonse, and its evil effects 
were seen in some of the inmates examined. Six of those nnder 
care were the offspring of pauper faUie^ and thirteen of pauper 
mothers. In two cases the pauperism Va6 traced back to the third 
generation. The number of heads of families in the institution was 
twenty-seven, who were said to have in all sixty-one living children, 
conditioned in life M follows : I9 poor-honsea, ten ; in asylums, two ; 
provided with situations, three; self-supporting, forty-tour; condition 
unknown, two. The inmates examined represented one hundred and 
one families, ftom which there had sprung in three generations one 
hnndred and thirty-five public dependents, twenty-three insane per- 
sons, ten idiots, and seventy-one iaebriates. 

The following were the iamily groups in the institntion at the 
time of the inqniiy : A married man aged fifty-seven years, an inmate 
one year, with ft daughter twelve years old, feeble and infirm ; the 
man educated, healthy, and able to provide for himself, but seems 
inclined to remain in the institution, his wife being employed as a 
cook ; a woman recently admitted, forty-one years of age, married, 
and the mother of eight children, five of whom are inmates, the eld- 
est being thirteen years, and the youngest nearly one year old ; the 
woman is nnedncated, intemperate and deserted by her husband, said 
also to be intemperate ; the children ^rly intelligent and if removed 
might probably be trained' to usefulness ; an unedacated, intemper- 
ate married woman, abandoned by her husband, an inmate two years ; 
was at the State asylum for the insane about one year, since which 
she has given birth to a child^ now one year old and an inmate ; her 
' mother, one brother and four sisters have been paupers, and she will 
probably hereafter burden the public ; a married woman aged thirty 
years, ignorant, intemperate, able-bodied and vagrant, an inmate only 
a fsw months, with two children, the elder, a boy, ten, and the 
younger, a giri, two years old ; a man and his wife, the former aged 
seventy-eight aud the latter eiglity-eight years, ignorant, intemper- 
ate and childless, inmates three years and wholly dependent; a man 
seventy-six years old with bis wife seventy years of age, both intern* 
perate and ignorant, and ten years in the house ; have Wo self-snp- 
porting children, yet they seem likely to remain dependent through 
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life ; a pualTtic woidod, a widow, Bizty-oce years old, and her daugh- 
ter aged forty-two years, feeble minded, inmates ten jeare, both igno- 
rant and babitnal drunkards, and regarded as fixed dependents ; an 
idiot female, fifty years of age, twenty-five of which have been spent 
in the institution, and her illegitimate daughter, twenty-two years old, 
also an idiot, bom in the house, and an inmate from birth ; a wid 
owed woman aged fifty-one yeara, ignorant, intemperate and vagrant, 
ten years an inmate, and her grandson, six years old, a mulatto, ille- 
gitimate, and two years in the house ; and a colored man and his 
wife, the former aged one hundred and the latter ninety-five years, 
both QDeduuated. but temperate, childless and entirely helpless. 

Other cases appeared as follows:, A married msDj forty-five years 
of age, safiering from disease, recently admitted ; is uneducated, con- 
firmed in habits of inebriety, and likely to continue a public charge ; 
a single man, thirty-one years old, twelve years an inmate, a para- 
lytic, of intemperate parents, both of whom were paupers, «aA died 
in this house ; a man ninety-two years of age, a widower, educated 
and temperate, eight years an inmate, childless and entirely depend- 
ent ; a weak minded single woman, fifty-one years old, having two 
illegitimate self-supporting children, an inmate twenty years, and 
looked npon as a fixed dependent ; and an anmarried man, sixty- 
seven years of i^, educated, but notoriously intemperate, an inmate 
two years, and enfeebled so as probably to harden the county 
tlirough life. 

The authorities of this county have not yielded a ready compliance 
with the law regarding the chronic insane. A few of this class have 
been sent to the appropriate State asylum, but the mass thus far have 
been retained under county control. A department of the poor- 
house is set apart for this pntpose. The following were among'tbe 
cases under care at the time of the inquiry : 

A married woman, educated, but very intemperate, insane, and an 
inmate three years, without having received treatment at any State 
asylum ; a woman thirty-two years old, married, and deserted by her 
husband, insane five years, two of which were spent at the State 
asylum without improvement ; a widowed woman, educated and 
temperate, fitly-three years of age, and insane fifteen years, without 
treatment in a State institution ; a married man aged forty-one years, 
educated but intemperate, two years at the State asylum, without 
improvement, and eight years since in this house, aad regarded as 
incurable ; a man sixty-five years of age, married, ignorant and 
intemperate, and eighteen years an insane inmate, without other 
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treatmeot; and a single man, fortj-three years old, edncated uid 
temperate, at the State aeylam two years, without ioiproTement, and 
twelve years Bince then, in this hoase, being entirely dependent. 

SOHEHEOTAST CODNTr. 

The poor-hoose of this coonty is situated in the snbarbs of the 
city of Schenectady. The building is old, but comfortable for the 
time being, yet a new Btracture will soon be required. It will accom- 
modate about one hundred persons. 

The number of persons in the care of the institation at the time 
of the inquiry, inolading nineteen (19) insane, was fifty-six (56). Of 
theae, twenty-six (36) were males, and thirty (30) females, twenty- 
eight of whom were natives of New York, They were mostly in 
advanced life, five only being under forty years old ; eighteen were 
between the ages of forty and sixty ; twenty, between sixty and 
seventy; nine, between seventy and eighty, and four bad passed 
eighty years. One only entered the poor-hoase under ten years of 
age ; seven, when between the ages of ten and thirty ; ten, when 
between thirty and forty ; twenty-two, when between forty and aixty ; 
and sixteen after in advance of the latter age. Two bad been under' 
care less than one year; three, one year and less than two years; 
thirteen, two years and less than five ; seven, five years and less than 
ten ; twenty-one, ten years and less than twenty ; nine, twenty years 
and less than thirty ; and one, more than thirty years. The time of 
dependence of all the inmates then summed five hundred and fifty- 
four years, being an average of 9.89 yeai-s to each person. 

The inquiry showed a fair degree of intelligence among the 
inmates of this house; twenty-eight of those of adnlt age, or nearly 
■ixty per cent, having been trained in common schools. The propoi^ 
tion of intemperate, however, appeared quite large. All except one 
man and eleven women admitted habits of inebriety, and seventeen 
of these, or over thirty-six per cent, were classed as confirmed drunk- 
ards. But little was ^own as to the habits of their parents. 

The Authorities of this connty have endeavored, and generally with 
good success, to provide for its dependent children otherwise than in 
the county poor-house, relying mainly upon family agencies for this 
purpose ; and the county is remarkably exempt from entailed or 
hereditary pauperiem. Of those under care at the time of the exami- 
nation, only one Iiad descended from a pauper father, and four from 
pauper mothers ; and in no Instance could the pauperism be traced 
back to the third generation. The number of families represented in 



A)l>^lc 



252 AlfNUAZ, Report of the 

the inltitntioii was flftj-one ; the number of dependents in these fonl^ 
lies, in three generations, sixty-one ; the namber of insane, twenty 
fi?e; the nnmber of idiots, seven; the namber of inebriktea, 
fbrty-nine, Thii^teen of those under care were parents, having in all 
thirty-air living children. Of these, three were in poor-hooBee; 
three ander fitmily care ; twen^-nine aelf-eapporting; and the condi- 
tion of one waa nnknown. 

The only family group in the iostitation at the time of tlie 
inquiry was the following : A widowed woman, eighty-two years old, 
educated, temperate, industrious, and seemingly respectable, an 
inmate tweuty-three years, with three danghten, idiots, aged reapeet- 
ively sixty, forty-seven and forty-four years, and entirely helpless. 

Among other easra then under (lare the following may be noticed : 
A aingle man, forty-five years of age, uneducated bat temperate, 
crippled by an accident, and an inmate twenty*three years; an edu- 
cated married woman, aged sixty-nine years, an inmate twelve years, 
enfeebled by habita of disBipation, and wholly dependent; a man 
sixty-five years old, a widower, educated and temperate, and six years 
in the honse, on account of loes of sight ; an idiot, female, aged fifty 
' years, twenty-two years an inmate, and entirely friendless; an igno- 
rant vagrant girl, nineteen years old, recently admitted, and soon to 
become a mother; and a married woman, fifty-two years of age, 
enfeebled by disease and deserted by her hosband, an inmate sixteen 
years and r^arded as a fixed public burden. 

This county has transferred some of its more excitable chronic 
insane to State custody, but the greater portion are atill retained 
under county control. Of those present at the time of the inquiry, 
four (4) were men and fifteen (16) women. They occupied apart- 
ments separate from the other inmates, and were generally quiet, 
harmless cases. All were looked upon as incurable. 

Fifty-one of the inmates of this house were r^arded as fixed 
dependents; one bid fair soon to go out and become self-supporting, 
and four were thought capable of providing for their maintenance if 
early removed and properly encouraged. 

SOBOHARIS COUNTT. 

The Schoharie county poor-house is located near the village of 
Middleburgh. It is an old building, greatly out of repair, and con- 
tains but few conveniences for its purposes. A few of the more 
respectable aged women are provided with separate apartments, but 
the other inmates associate indiscriminately. 
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At the tilbe of the ioquiiy the inetitntion had fifty (50) peraoDS in 
its care, indudingeight (8) chronic insftDe. Ofthese, twenty-three (23) 
were malee and twenty-eeven (27) femalee, clasBifled by birth aa fol- 
lows : New York, forty-two ; England, one; Ireland, three; Oei^ 
many, two ; birthplaces nnknowo, two, The parentage of a large 
portion of the iniaates was also native, 

The facts ascertained regarding the ages t^ the inmates when 
examined, the period in life in which they became dependent, and 
the duration of the paaperism, were ^e follows : Ten were under 
rixteen years old ; seven were between the ages of si xteen and forty ; 
eleven between forty and sixty ; seventeen bettfeen sixty and eighty; 
sod five had passed t^e latter age. Seven were born in the poor- 
honse ; nine of the others entered it before they bad readied the 
age of twenty years ; fifteen when betwem the ages of twenty and 
fifty ; nine when between fifty and seventy ; and ten after they were 
over seventy years old. Four had been in the honse less than one 
year ; seventeen, one year and less than five ye*f8 ; twenty-two, five 
years and less than twenty ; five, twenty years and leas than thirty ; 
and two, mora than thirty years. The snmmjng np showed that the, 
time spent in the honse by all the inmates then amounted to four 
hundred and forty-eix years, giving a^ average dependence of 8.93 
years to each person. 

Of the adult inmates, ibnrteen, or over forty-one per cent, were 
onsble to read or write ; four could read only ; seven conld read and 
write; and nine had a common school education. Five of the men 
and foarteen of the women claimed to be temperate ; and eight of 
the men and three of the women were classed as inebriates. The 
habits of the otbers could not be ascertained. But little was known 
reepecttDg the habits of their anceetore. 

The nnmber of faniilies represented by the inmates was forty ; the 
pauper outgrowth from whioh in three generations had beoi seventy- 
three po-sons. The same femilies had also produced twelve insane, 
nine idiots, and twenty-one inebriates. Four of those under care 
were the ofispring of panper fathers and ten of pauper mothen ; 
eight had panpw brothers, and nine pauper rasters. The pauperism 
had descended through three generations in one case on the paternal, 
and in four cases on the maternal side. Eleven were parents having 
in all twenty-^onr living diildren, of whom nz were in poor-houses, 
four under family care, and fonrteeu self-supporting. 

It has been the practice heretofore in this county to place in the 
poor-house such dependent children as could not readily be provided 
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for in families, and edncate and train them !q that institation. A 
better eyBtem of placing ont such children now prevailB in the oonnty, 
yet the eril effects of the former practice in regard to thia daea, are 
still seen to a conaiderable extent. Among the &mily groaps in the 
institation at the time of the inquiry were the following : 

A brother and sister, the former aged twenty-one and the latter 
eighteen years, both idiots and entirely helpless ; an nnmarried vagrant 
colored woman, illegitimate, and bom in the honse, having two chil- 
dren, both also bom in the institntion ; an aged man and his wife, 
recently admitted, and a granddangbter, the mother of whom died 
in the honse; a man fifty>six years old, a widower, sbifUeee, indolent 
and depraved, an inmate sixteen years, and two children, both boys, 
aged respectively ten and five years, and bom in the institntion ; two 
sisters, the elder said to be intemperate, vile and debased, having a 
granddaughter in the honse ; and a man and his wife, both nnedn- 
cated, intemperate and vagrant, and their child a bright intelligent 
boy six years old, inmates two years. 

A few other cases in the institution will next be noticed : A man 
fifty-seven years of age, a widower, nnednoated bat temperate, 
fonrteen years in the honse, infirm, childless, and wholly dependent; 
a single man eighty years old, edncated and temperate, nine years an 
inmate, and entirely helpless ; an idiot, male^ sixty years of age, an 
inmate thirty years, the father, mother, one brother and two sisters 
having died in the house ; a feeble minded single woman thirty-two 
years old, admitted when twelve years of age, and has one child bom 
in the house, bnt now nnder family care ; and a married woman aged 
fifty years, deserted by her husband, an inmate twenty years, and the 
mother of four children, all said to be self-snpporting. 

The insane nnder care were one man and seven women. The 
former was in chains, the latter generally at large, and receiving no 
special attention. One had been in the honse thirty years; one 
twenty years j two, each fifteen years, and the others, respectively, 
nine, eight, six and three years. Only three had been treated at the 
State Asylnm, and all were regarded as incurable. 

The probable fiitnre of the inmates of this house may be summed 
np as follows : Forty will doubtless continue public burdens the 
remainder of their lives; one seems likely to go out and become self' 
supporting, and nine, all children, may be trained to usefulness if 
early removed and placed nnder good influences. 
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This county has no poor-bouBO for ite dependent claeses. The insane 

are provided for in the State institntions ; and snch children as become 

a pablic charge, in families or asylams. All other classy needing 

public aid are assisted at their homes. 

Seheoa. Oomnr. 

The poor-bonse of this county is a substantial stone edifice situated 
about three miles from the village of Waterloo. It ib in good repair, 
admits of a partial clasaification of the inmates, and has hospital rooms 
for the sick. It will accommodate abont one hnndred persons. 

At the time of the inquiry, the institution had thirty-six (S6) 
persons in its care. Of these twenty-one (31) were males, and fiiteen 
(15) females. The only chronic insane were three (S) men, this class 
being mostly provided for in the State institution. 

The dependent children of the county hare heretofore been placed 
in families, but recently, such of this class as cannot be readily thus 
disposed of are sent to asylums. 

The inmates examined were mostly natives, twenty-four being bora 
in this State, Seven were under sixteen years old ; twelve were 
between the ages of sixteen and fifty ; nine between fifty and seventy ; 
and sight had passed the latter age. Four were born in the poor- 
honse ; nine of the others were admitted before they were twenty 
years of age; eleven when between the ages of twenty and fi%, and 
twelve after they were fifty years old. Ten had been in the bouse 
less than five years; thirteen, five years and less than ten ; six, ten 
years and less than twenty ; five, twenty years and less than thirty ; 
and two over thirty years. The aver^ time of dependence per 
inmate, then had been 9.19 years, the aggn^te three hnndred and 
thirty-one years. 

Of the adnlt inmates, nine wore without any educational training ; 
seven had learned to read ; and eleven had received the advantages 
of common school instruction. Two of the men, and five of the 
women were said to be totally abstinent; and twelve of the men 
were classed as intemperate. The habits of the balance of the women 
could not be ascertained, and but little could be learned regarding 
the habits of the parents of the inmates. 

The number of families represented in the institution was thirty- 
two, from which there had sprung in three generations forty-seven 
public dependents. Four of those nnder care were the ofilspring of 
pauper fathers, and seven of pauper mothers, and five had pauper 
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sisters. In one instance tli« panperism was traced back to the grand- 
parents. Seven were heads of femilies, having; in all fourteen living 
children. The oondition of two of these could not be learned. Of 
the others, three were in poor-houses and nine self-snpporting. 

The following were the family groups in the institotion, at the 
time of the examination : A married woman, uneducated, forty-one 
years old, abandoned by her husband, and an, illegitimate child, a 
girl five years of age, the former an inmate thirteen years, and the 
latter from birth ; an intelligent girl, eleven years of age, and ten 
years an inmate, and her sister five years old, illegitimate and bom 
in the house ; two idiotic brotbere, aged respectively thirty-ei^t and 
thirty-six years, inmates twenty-eight years, and hopelessly depend- 
ant ; and a man sizty-foar years of age, a widower, educated and 
temperate, five years in the houte, and bis child, a girl four years 
old, and three years an inmate ; an uneducated married woman aged 
uxty-eight years, and her feeble minded daughter twenty-seven years 
old, inmates fourteen years, and regarded as fixed burdens. 

Among other cases present were the fodlowing : A single, weak 
udnded woman, forty years old, an inmate twenty years and entirely 
friendlees ; an nnmarried man aged fifty-seven years, ignorant and 
intemperate, an inmate twenty-seven years, and has also been in jail 
for drunkenness ; a married woman, sixty-five years of age, a para- 
lytic, entirely helpless, and «ght years in the honse ; a widowed 
woman seventy-five years old, recently admitted, childless and wholly 
dependent; a single man aged sixty-eight years, edacatad but very 
intemperate, an inmate ten years, and a fixed bnrdeu ; an nnmarried 
woman, thirty-eight years old, feeble minded and deformed, an 
inmate three years, and likely to remain through life ; and & mar- 
ried man aged thirty-eight years, four years an inmate, enfeebled by 
habits of dissipation, and gives little promise of fntare self-enpport. 

It seemed probable that three of the inmates of this house might 
be trained to usefulness, if removed and properly educated; the 
ftitore of five was r^arded as donbtfal ; and twenty-eight, or over 
eeventy-eeven per cent, were looked upon as pennaoent burdens. 

Stsubbn CooKTr. 

The bnildings oonstitnting the poor-house of this eonnty are old 
and greatly dilapidated. The institution has no &ciUtieB for dassifi- 
eatton, and oootains bat few ooDvenieocee for its purposes. Its loca- 
tion is near the village of Bath. 

The number of inmates at the time of the examination, including 
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twelve (18) insane, ww : JCslea, fortj-eeven (47) ; females, forty (40) ; 
total, eighty-seven (87). Six of these were nnder tea years old ; nine 
were between the ages of ten and sixteen ; fourteen between sixteen and 
thirty ; twenty-seven between thirty and sixty ; twenty-one between 
sixty and seventy; and ten were in advance of seventy years. 
Twenty-three became dependent before they were twenty years old, 
of whom six were born in the house; nineteen when between the 
ages of thirty and forty ; twenty-five when between forty and sijcty ; 
twelve wtien between sixty and seventy ; and eight after they were 
seventy years old. Eighteen had been in tlie institution less than 
one year; nineteen, one year and less than two years; foorteen, two 
years and less than five; seventeen, five years and less than ten ; 
sixteen, ten years and less than thirty; two, thirty years and lees 
than forty ; and one, more than forty years. The entire time of 
dependence of all those then nnder cars, footed np fonr hundred and 
eighty-seven years, which gave an average per inmate of 5.60 years. 

The edneational attainments of the adnlt inmates appeared as 
follows: Instnicted in common schools, twenty-eeveu ; learned to 
read, eight; to read and write, eight; no education, twenty-one. 
Twenty-nine claimed to be totally abstinent, and twenty-five con- 
fessed habits of inebriety. The habits of ten could not be ascer- 
tained ; and very little was known as to the habits of the parents of 
the inmatea. 

The number of families represented in the institution was seventy- 
two. The pauper outgrowth of these families in three generations, 
as far as ooald be traced out, numbered one hundred and six persons. 
There bad also been in the same families, twelve insane, ten idiots, 
and forty inebriates. Of those then under care, five had pauper 
fathers, and ten pauper mothers. In one case, the pauperism 
extended back to the grandparents. Thirty-two were parents, said 
to have in all seventy-nine living children. The condition of seven- 
teen of these could not be ascertained. The others were accounted 
for as follows : In poor-houses, ten ; provided for in families, two ; 
eelf-snpporting, fifty. 

The femiliee in the honse at the date of the inquiry were the 
following: A widowed woman twenty-seven yeare old, temperate and 
seemingly respectable, as inmate six months with thr^ children, aged 
respectively seven years, three years, and one year, and likely ere 
long to be removed ; an adnoated temperate married woman, thirty 
years of age, deserted by her husband, a confirmed dmnkard, an 
inmate only a few wQ^k? with her child, a boy four years old, and 
17 
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bids -fair soon to go out ; a man forty-three jears old, fairly educated 
and temperate, and bis vife, aged thirty-Bine years, vith their child, 
a girl five years old, and also a son of the woman by a former basband, 
seventeen years of age, the first an inmate fire years, the second 
twelve yeare, the third from birth, the tbarth two months, and all 
except the last regarded as permanent burdens; an edncated, tem- 
perate blind man sixty-two years old, recently admitted with hie 
wife, aged stzty-five, each twice married, the formor having one and 
the latter five self-sapporting children, bnt nnable to provide for their 
parents; a married woman twenty-six years of age, abandoned by her 
husband with an infant child, inmates only a short time, and not 
likely to remain long; a single woman twenty years old, in the 
third generation of a family of panpers, an inmate five years, having 
a child nearly two years of age bom in the inatitntion j an unmarried 
girl aged eighteen, admitted to the bouse when five years old with 
her mother and other children, snbseqnently placed out, bnt recently 
returned to give birth to her child, now an inmate, and is sooA again 
to become a mother ; a single woman twenty-one years of age, nnedn- 
cated and vagrant, with a young child bom in the honse, and ia very ' 
likely further to burden the public ; a debased, nnedncated and 
grossly intemperate married woman, thirty-five years old, twenty-five 
years in the institution, and has also been in jail and the work-house 
for drunkenness, her husband being at present in State prison, and 
her only child a panper inmate; and a married woman twenty- 
six years of age, deserted by her hasband, an inmate two years, 
with an illegitimate child, and gives little promise of future self- 
support. 

A few of the other cases in the institution will now be noticed j 
An unmarried man seventy-nine years old, ten yean an inmate, 
educated and temperate, once possessed considerable property, but 
now wholly dependent ; a weak minded single man, aged twenty-two 
years, in the house since ten years of age, and appears likely to remain 
through life ; an uneducated woman, sixty-five years old, twice 
widowed, two years an inmate, and entirely helpless ; a man sixty- 
eight years of age, temperate and industrious, twice married, bnt now 
a widower, one year an inmate, and regarded as a fixed dependent ; a 
married man fifty years old, ignorant and intemperate, separated from 
his wife several years, recently admitted and will probably hereafter 
harden the public ; a man forty-three years of age, married and has 
two self-supporting children, an epileptic, aud gives no hope of recov- 
ery; and a married woman nineteen years old, deserted by her 
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hneband, educated and temperate, bat a confirmed va^nt, one year 
an inmate, and seems probable hereafter to burden the county. 

This county provides mainly for its chronic insane in the State 
asylum for this class. A separate building is set apart for those 
retained nnder local control, but it is gnite inferior in its accommoda- 
tions, in fact wholly nnsuited for the pnrposes to which it is applied. 
The esses nnder care at the time of the examination were mostly of 
long standing, and regarded generally as incurable. 

The condition of eighteen of the inmates of this house was such 
ihat no reliable opinion as to their future could be formed. It was 
thought that three of the others would probably go ont and provide 
for themselves, and that eight might become self-supporting i£ 
removed and placed under proper supervision. The balance were 
looked upon as hopelessly dependent 

SOTTOLE CODMTT. 

This county, until 1871, maintained its poor in houses situated in 
the several towns. In that year a county poor-honse was erected at 
Yapbank, and the system of town pooivhonses discontinued. The 
building is a wooden edi&ce containing modern appliances for heating, 
ventilation and bathing, and enables a partial classification of the 
inmates. It will accommodate about two hundred and fifty persons. 

The number of persons in care of the institution, at the time of 
the examination, was one hundred and thirty (130), of whom forty- 
six (46) were insane. Of these sixty-seven (67) were males, and sixty- 
three (63) females, classified by birth asfollows : Kew York, ninely-six ; 
other States of the Union, five; Ireland, eleven; other European 
countries, eighteen. The fathers of ninety and the mothers of ninety- 
six were native, and tlie fathers of thirty-eight and the mothers of 
thirty-four foreign born. The birthplaces of the fathers of two were 
unknown. 

The ages of the inmates when examined, the period in life in which 
they became dependent, and the duration of the pauperism appeared 
as follows : Four were under two years old ; seven were between the 
ages of two and sixteen years ; seventeen between sixteen and thirty ; 
thirty-three between thirty and fifty ; forty between fifty and seventy ; 
twenty-three between seventy and eighty ; and six were in advance 
of the latter age. Eight were born in poor-houses ; fifteen were 
admitted before they had reached the age of twenty years; thirty 
when between the ages of twenty and forty ; sixteen when between 
forty and fifty; forty^two when between fifty and aeventy; and 
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mneteen after they had pateed the age of aevent; yesra. Thirty- 
eight had been dependent leea than one year ; nineteen, one year 
and less than two years; forty-Beren, two yeare and lees than five; 
thirteen, five years and lees than ten ; seven, ten years and less 
than twenty ; fonr, twenty years and leaa than thirty ; one over 
thirty, and one over forty years. The aggregate dependence of alt 
the inmates, at the time of the inqniry, had been fire handred and 
fifty years ; the average to each person 4.38 years. 

Of the adnlt inmates of propw intellisence, fifty-one had been 
instrncted in common schools ; sizt^n of the others had learned to 
read only ; twelve to read and write ; and the residue comprising 
nearly thirty-one per cent., were withont any education. Twelve of 
the men, and twenty-one of the women were classed as temperate ; 
and forty-two men and twenty women ae intemperate. The habits 
of five men and fonrteen women could not be ascertained. The 
parents of a considerable portion of the inmates, it appeared, were 
also intemperate. 

Sinoe the establishment of its oonnty poor-bonse, the aathoritiea of 
this county have been very vigilant in looking after its dependent 
children, and in providing for their care in families and otherwise, 
separate from adnlt panpera. Under the system of town poor-honsra, 
as heretofore existing in the connty, the children were sent to these 
institntions and placed in the association of the other inmates, and its 
evil efiects are still observable, many of these ^ith their progeny being 
now in the connty institution. Of those nnder care at the time of 
the inqniry, six were the ofispring of pauper fathers, and eighteen 
of pauper mothers ; seven had pauper brothers, and eight, paaper 
sisters ; and fonr had pauper nncles, and two, panper annts. In two 
instances on the paternal, and in fonr instances on the maternal side, 
the panperism was found to have descended through three gen- 
erations. 

The number of femilree represented by the inmates was one hun- 
dred and eighteen. The number of dependents traced ont in those 
lamilles, in three generations, was one hundred and sixty-one. There 
was also known to have aprnng from the same families fifty-three 
insane persons, twelve idiots, and one hundred and thirteen inebriates. 
Thirty-eight of those nnder care were parents, having in all ninety- 
nine living children. The condition of nineteen of these was unknown ; 
the others were said to be situated in life as follows: In poor-honses, 
twelve; adopted or otherwise provided for in families, thirteen; 
self-supporting, fifty-five. 
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The following were the family groups in the inatttation at the time 
of tlie Inquiry : A colored man and his wife, the former aged ninety- 
eight, and the latter Berenty-foar years, both edncated and temperate, ' 
recently admitted, and wholly dependent j a widowed woman eeventy 
yean old, onedacated bnt temperate, and her daughter aged thirty- 
two yeare, ignorant and vagrant, the former an inmate of a town 
poor>hoDae when forty years of age, and the latter in childhood, and 
both classed ae fixed dependents ; an nneducated blind man and his 
wife, aged respectively eeventy and eeventy-fonr years, inmates only 
a short time, childless and entirely helpless ; a man aged Beventy-fonr, 
uid his wife sixty-four years, intemperate and ignorant, inmates three 
yean, formerly in the town poor-house, and regarded as permanent 
charges; a married colored woman forty-one years old, deserted by 
her dmnken husband, recently admitted to give birth to her child, 
also an inmate^ an epileptic woman thirty years of age, married and 
abandoned by her husband, an inmate six months with her child, a 
girl two years old, the latter soon to be removed ; a married woman 
aged thirty-^onr years, educated and temperate, separated from her 
husband, an inmate one year and having a diild witJi her bom m the 
house ; a weak minded single girl seventeen years old, and her child, 
a boy aged three years, the former an inmate since fourteen years of 
age, and the latter from birth ; an educated, temperate^ married 
colored woman, twenty-seven years old, abandoned by her husband, 
in the honso'tiiree years, having a female child born soon after her- 
admission ; a single girl aged eighteen years, ignorant and vagrant, 
an inmate a few months with an infant ohild born in the institution ; 
a weak minded single woman, twenty-ux years old, dependent from 
birth, the father, mother and two brothers having been paupers, and 
her child, a deaf-mute girl, six years old, bom in the house ; an edu- 
cated mau aged sixty-six years, very intemperate and frequently in jail 
for drunkenness and disorderly conduct, an inmate six years with his 
wife, a feeble mioded wonun, for^-one years of age, and both looked 
upon as permanent burdens ; and a married woman forty years old, 
educated and temperate, deaerted by her drunken and dksolnte hus- 
band, an innwte one year with her two children, both girls, the elder 
aged foor, and the younger two years, bright and intelligent, and 
soon to be removed. 

Among the other cases examined, the followiug may be noticed : 
A feeble minded single woman, seventy-three years of age, admitted 
to the town poor-house with her mother when ten yeare old, having 
thus spent sixty-two years as a public dependent ; an ignorant, intern- 
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perate, nDmarried woman aged sixty-one yean, eigliteen of which 
have been passed in poor-honsaB, giving birth during the time to three 
sbildren, one being a panper, and two eelf-enpportiog ; a widowed 
woman eeventy-foar years old, noedacated and intemperate, whose 
&ther, mother, and one brother were paapers, had been an Inmate 
five years, and regarded as a fixed burden ; a colored man seventy- 
eight years of age, edncated and temperate, twice married but now a 
widower, an inmate three years, and entirely helpless; an edncated, 
temperate, indnstrionB man, seventy-two years old, a widower, child- 
less, paralytic, and wholly dependent ; a feeble minded single woman 
aged thirty-foar years, twenty-nine years in poor-hoases, the father 
and mother having also been paupers and grossly intemperate ; and 
an edncated man twenty years of age, two years in the house as a 
vagrant, having frequently been in jail, and the refuge for petty 
offenses, and offers no promise of reformation. ■-' 

I The insane nnder care were twenty-five (25) men, and twenty-one 
(31) women. All were chronic cases, a portion of them having been 
treated at State asylnms, and others transferred from the various 
town poor-honses. They occupy apartments separate from the other 
inmates, are under the care of attendants employed for the purpose, 
and visited periodically by the physician to the institntion. The men 
work npon the farm, and the women in domestic duties, and the 
greater portion are good laborers. 

■ The condition of eight of the inmates of this, hoase was each as to 
involve their future in doubt ; seven bid iair soon to go out and pro- 
vide for themselves ; eleven seemed to be capable of self-maintenance 
under proper supervision ; and one hundred and fonr were regarded 
as hopelessly dependent. 

SULLIVAK COOMTT, 

The Snlliran county poor-hoose is a comfortable wooden edifice, 
situated near Honticello. It will accommodate aboat one hundred 



Tlie number of inmates at the time of the inquiry was seventy- 
six (76), of whom twenty-nine (29) were chronic insane. Of these, 
forty-one (41) were m^es, and thirty>five (35) females, whose ages 
were as follows ; Under sixteen years old, nine ; between the ages 
of sixteen and thirty years, eight ; between thirty and fifty, nine- 
teen ; between fifty and seventy, twenty-four ; between seventy and 
eighty, twelve ; over eighty years of age, four. Five were said to 
have been bom in poor-looses ; ten of the others became dependent 
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before they were twenty years of age ; thirty-two when between the 
^eB of twenty and fifty ; twenty-two when between fifty and seventy ; 
and seven after they had passed the latter age. Only two had 
been in the honse less than one year; nineteen, one year and less 
than two years ; twenty-four, two years and less than five ; ten, five 
years and less than ten; eleven, ten years and less than twenty; 
seven, between twenty and thirty years; and three more than thirty 
years. The whole time of dependence of the then inmates, summed 
up, four hundred and ninety-one years, equivalent to an average of 
6.16 years to each person. 

The following were the facts obtained regarding the birthplaces 
of the inmates : New York, forty ; other States of the Union, two ; 
Canada, two ; Ireland, eleven ; Germany, fourteen ; other European 
countries, three ; birthplaces unknown, four. The fathers of twenty- 
nine, and the mothers of thirty-three were born in the United States ; 
and the fathers of thirty-two, and the mothers of twenty-eight were 
foreign biu-n. The birthplaces of the parents of the others conld 
not be ascertained. 

Of the adnlt inmates, twenty-three or nearly thirty-six per cent, 
were withont any education. Four of the 'men, and eleven of the 
women were said to be temperate ; and twenty of the men, and two 
of the women were classed as inebriates. The habits of nine of the 
men, and eighteen of the women could not be ascertained ; and but 
little could be learned regarding the habits of the parents of the . 
inmates. 

Upon the establishment of the Snsqnehanna YaJley Home, at Bing- 
bamton, in 1869, the authorities of this county transferred its ehil* 
dren then in the county poor-house, to that institution ; and since 
that time, the dependent children of the county have been mainly 
. sent to its care. Of the inmates of the poor-house at the time of the 
examination, only two were the offspring of pauper fathers, and 
seven <^ pauper mothers. The number of families represented in the 
institutioD was sixty nine. There had sprang from these families in 
three generations, so far as could be traced ont, eighty-eight poblio 
dependents, twenty-niue insane, three idiots, and twenty-six inebri- 
ates. Three of tliose then nnder care were parents having six living 
children, all of whom, mostly infants, wore in the poor-house. 

The fiimilies grouped in the honse at the time of the inquiry were 
the following : An unmarried woman aged forty-five years, weak 
minded and intemperate, an inmate five years, having three ille^ti- 
mate children with her, the eldest four, and the youngest two jearf 
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of age, &nd all born in the bouee; a feebleminded eingle fromui 
twenty-otte yeai-e of »ge, and her child, a bo; fonr jean old, ^k 
feeble minded, bom in the iDstitntion, and nnee ihea permatleDt 
iamatee ; an uneducated widowed woman aged tweDty-flve Teare, in 
the bouse one year, with her child four years of ^e, alaoe wbiob she 
has given birth to an illegitimate child als6 an inmate; and an igno- 
rant single man aged forty-five yeare, and hts weak minded Bister, 
eizty-two years old, the former an inmate one year, and the latter 
four years, and both regarded as fixed dependents. 

Among the other cases examined the following may be noticed : 
An Unmarried man ninety years old, Ignorant and intemperate, one 
year an inmate, and entirely friendless ; a single man aged sixty- 
eight years, uneducated, and a confirmed inebriate, having been in 
jail for drankennees, an inmate only a short time, yet likdy hereafter 
to burden the public ; a married woman forty years of age, of feeble 
intellect, deserted by her hneband, an inmate ten years, and is proba- 
ble to remain through Hfe ; and an uneducated mu^ed woman, sixty- 
five years old, separated from her husband, two years in the house, 
infirm and wboUy dependent. 

The insane under care at the date of the inquiry were ten (10) 
men, and nineteen (19) women. They occupy a detached bnitding, 
and are not allowed to mingle with the other inmates. All were 
chronic casee, and looked upon as wholly incnrable. 

The following conclnsiona were reached regarding the Aitnre of the 
inmates of this institution : Permanently dependent, eisty-two ; will 
probably go out and provide for tbemBelv>e6, four ; may become self- 
supporting nnd^ proper supervision, eight; fntu^e doabtful, two. 

Tioga Oochtt. 

The poor-honse of this county is situated near tbe village cX Owego. 
It is an old building, but in fair repair, and adequate to the present 
requirements. It will aocommodate about seventy-foar persons. 

Upon the oocaeion of the inquiry the institution had thirly-two (32) 
male and fourteen (14) female inmates, making a total of forty-six 
(46). Of these, twelve (13) were insane. The' birthplaces of two 
conld not be ascertained. The natmt^ of the ot'aers was as follows : 
United States, thirty-eight ; Canada, one; Ireland, five. The fathers 
of twenty-two, and the mothers of twenty-three, were native born ; 
and the fathers of sis, and tbe mothers of five, were of fordgn birth. 
The nativity of tbe parents of eighteen could not be learned. 

The ages of the inmates, the period of life in which the depend- 



State Board of Cbaritisb. S65 

snce began, and tlie duration of the panperiem appeared as follows : 
Six were vnder sixteen years of age ; nine were between the ages of 
sixteen and forty ; fourteen between fortj and sixty ; fifteen between 
sixty and eighty ; and two were over eighty years old. Eleren 
became dependent before they were twenty years of age, of whom two 
, were bom in the poor-house ; twelve when between the ages of 
twenty and forty ; eight when between forty and fifty ; nine when 
between fifty and seventy ; Mid six after they had passed the latter 
age. Ten had been in the house less than two years ; fourteen, two 
years and leas than five ; seven, five years and less than ten f nine, 
ten years and 1^ than twenty; and six, more than twenty years. 
The entire time spent in the bouse by all the inmates, was found to 
hav>e been three hnndrod and thirty-five years, making an average of 
7,28 years to each person. 

Seven of the adnlt inmates only, had received the advantages of 
common school instruction ; eight of the others had learned to read ; 
nine to read and write; and thirteen were without any education. 
Two of the men and six of the women claimed to be totally absti- 
nent ; and the habits of six of the men, and four of the women could 
not be learned. The others were known to have been intempwate, 
ten of whom, or over twenty-seven per cent were classed as habitual 
drunkards. 

The authorities of this conuty now provide for its dependent 
children in the Snsquehanna Valley Home, at Ginghamton. Before 
the establishment of that institution such children were sent to the 
poor-house, and several of the present adnlt inmates were in the 
institution in childhood. Of those examined, tliroe had pauper 
fathei's, and nine, pauper mothers, and in one inetauce the pauperism 
was traced back to the grandparents. Nineteen were parents having 
in all forty'<ix living children, said to be conditioned in life as tbl- 
lows : In poor-houses, seven ; in asylums, two j under family care, 
four ; self-supporting, twenty-eight ; condition unknown, five. 

The number of iamilies represented in the institution was thirty- 
six. The unfortunate, vicious and debased classes in these families 
in three generations, summed up ninety-five persons, as follows: 
Paupers, fifty-eight ; insane, sixteen ; idiots, five ; inebriates, thir- 
teen ; criminals, three. 

The following were the family groups in the house at the date of 
the inquiry ; A man seventy-four years of age, nine years in the 
house, and his second wife, fifty-five years old, an inmate eleven 
years, and a pauper at the time of their man-iage, and two children 
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of the latter by her ilrBt husband, aged respectively twenty-eight and 
twenty-one years, the elder a male idiot, the younger an insane man, 
both admitted with their moth^j a man and his wife, the former 
aged sixty-nine, and the latter, a paralytic, fifty-four years, inmatea 
ten years, and wholly dependent ; an uneducated and intemperate 
ipan, fifty-six years old, his wife, aged forty-three, and an idiot boy 
eleven years of age, the first an inmate two, the second four, and the 
third nine years, and all looked npon as permanent burdens; a 
woman aged sixty-Dine years, twice married, educated but grossly 
intemperate, and frequently in jail for drunkenness, an inmate six 
years, and her unmarried daughter thirty-five year^ of age, ignorant 
and intemperate, admitted, when five years of age, spending most of 
' the time since then in jails, work-honses and poor-honses, and having 
an illegitimate child with her one year old, born in the institu- 
tion ; a single feeble minded woman thirty years of age, a pauper 
bleven years, the mother of two illegitimate children, both bom in 
the house, the elder being provided for in a family, and the younger, 
a boy four years old, an inmate ; and two brothers, aged respectively 
eight and six years, bright, intelligent, i-ocently admitted, and soon 
to be removed. 

A few of the other cases under care will now be noticed : A "is""- 
ried man aged fifty-five years, uneducated and very intemperate, fif- 
teen years an inmate, suffering from disease resulting from vicious 
and debasing practices, and deemed wholly incurable ; a man seventy- 
three years of age, a widower, uneducated but temperate, the father 
of five self-supporting children, recently admitted, and likely to 
remain through life \ an unmaiTied man seventy-'seven years old, igno- 
rant and grossly intemperate, three years in the house and looked 
upon as a permanent charge ; a single man aged sixty-five years, nnedn- 
cated and a confirmed drunkard, an inmate two years, committed 
as a vagrant, and gives no promise of providing for himself; a weak 
minded single woman forty years of age, seven years in the house, 
infirm, friendless, and wholly dependent ; an idiotic woman sixty-one 
years old, two years an inmate, and probable hereafter to burden the 
public ; and a widowed woman aged seventy-six years, once possessed 
of property, fonr years in tlie house, and regarded as a fixed burden. 

The insane were seven (7) men, and five (5) women. They occupy 
a separate building, having but few conveniences, however, for its 
purposes. The following were among the cases examined : A mar- 
ried woman forty-four years old, insane, and in the house twenty-two 
years, without treatment at the State asylum ; a widowed woman 



DipiizcdbvCoO^^lc 



State Board of Cbasitiss. 2H7 

aged eeventy'two years, twent;-Biz years an insane inmate, and Las 
never been at any State aeylnm ; an uneducated mngle woman forty- 
one years old, an insane inmate twenty years, without treatment in 
any other institution ; a married man twenty-seven years old, insane 
fonr years, two years at the State asylnm, and two years in the house, 
and offers no hope of recovery ; and a single man, thirty-six years 
of age, fourteen years an inmate, without treatment at the State 
asylum, and regarded as wholly incurable. 

The conclnsiona formed regarding the future of the inmates of this 
bouse, were as follows: Permanently dependent, forty-one; capable 
of self-maintenance under proper supervision, four; future doabtful, 
one. 

TOXFKIMS CODHTT. 

The poor-honse of this county is a wooden edifice situated in the 
town of Ulysses, about Ibnr miles from Ithaca. The building has 
recently been altered and repaired, and meets very properly its pur- 
poses. It has room for about seventy-five persous. 

When the ezamination was made the institution bad twenty-four (24) 
male and fifteen (15) female inmates ; total, tliirty-nine (39). Two of 
them only were under sixteen years old ; seven were between the ages of 
sixteen and fifty ; thirteen between fifty and seventy ; sixteen between 
seventy and eighty ; and one was over eighty years of age. Three 
became dependent before they were ten years old ; nine when between 
tlie ages of ten and forty ; thirteen when between forty and sixty ; and 
fourteen after they had passed the latter age. Four had been in the 
house less than one year ; thirteen, one year and less than five years ; 
seven, five years and loss tlian ten ;.e1even, ten years and less than 
twenty ; three, twenty years and less than thirty ; and one more than 
forty years. The entire dependence of all the inmates, at the time of 
the inquiry, footed up three hundred and thirty years ; the average to 
each person 8.16 years. 

The birth-places of the inmates were as follows : United States, 
twenty-eight; England, two; Ireland, four; other European eoun- 
tiies, two; birth-places unknown, three. Of those of mature age, 
ten had a fair common school education ; eight liad learned to read ; 
five,to read and write ; and tlie others were without any educational 
training. Kiue of the men and twelve of the women were said to 
be totally abstinent ; the others were classed as intemperate. But 
little was known respecting the habits of the parents of the inmates. 

The authorities of this conutymaintaina vigorous system of placing 
dependent children in family homes, and rely mainly upon these 
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ftgencles in proridlng for this class. The onl; &mily fonad in the 
house at the date of the mqairy was a weak mind^ single woman, - 
fifty-five years old and her daughter, of feeble intellect, twenty-two 
years of age. The former had been an inmate thirteen and the latter 
eighteen yean. The namber of dependents in the' families of tJie 
inmates, in three generations, had been forty-six; the number of 
insane, eight ; the number of idiots, six ; the nnmber of inebriates. 
thirty-two. Thirteen of those nnder care were parents, having in all 
twenty-sevea living children. Of these, one was in the poor-honse; 
two were bonnd out ; twenty-one were self-supporting ; aud the 
condition of three was unknown. 

A few of the cases examined will now be noticed : An uneducated 
but temperate man, a widower, fifty-five years old, fourteen years an 
inmate, disabled by disease; a teeble minded single woman, aged 
thirty-seven years, ten years in the house, friendless and wholly 
dependent ; a widowed woman seventy-five years of age, nnedncated 
and very iutemperate, an inmate since fifty-six years old, and regarded 
as a fixed bnrden; an educated man, a widower, grossly intemperate, 
and six years in the institution ; a drunken, feeUe minded single man, 
thirty-two years of age, sixteen years a pauper inmate,, and likely to 
remain throngh life ; a married man sixty-eight years old, ignorant 
and intemperate, nine yfeirs in tho house, and looked upon as a per. 
manent charge; an idiot, male, sixty-five years of age, an inmate 
forty-five years, and entirely friendless ; and a weak minded man, 
aged twenty-one years, of intemperate parents, recency admitted, and 
gives no promis^ of future eelt^upport. 

This county provides for iCs chronic insane mainly, at tho State 
institution for this class. The number under county care upon the 
occasion of the inquiry was six (6). All were mild and harmless cases, 
receiving no special attention. 
- All of the inmates of this house except one, were regarded as 
permanent dependents. 

Ulbtke OomrTY. 

The paupei-s examined in this county were as follows: In the 
Ulster county poor-house, one hundred and four (104) ; in the Sings- 
ton city alms-house, forty-nine (49); total, one hundred and fifty- 
three (153). 

The Ulster County Paor-kouae is an old wooden edifice, situated 
near New Paltz, The inmates at the time of the inquiry, were sixty- 
six (66) males, and thirty-eight (38) females, classified by birth ae 
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foUows: New York, aerEinty-thrfle ; other States of the Union, two; 
Oanada, one; Eugland, one; Ireland, sixteen; Germany, fire; 
birth-placee anascertsined, six. The fathera of fifty-six, and the 
mothers of fifty-nine were native, and the iathers of twenty-six, and 
the mothers of twenty-fonr, foreign bora. The birth-|ilacg8 of the 
fathers of twenty-two, and of the mothers of twenty-one were 
anknown. 

The ages of the inmates when examined, the period in life in which 
they became dependent, and the duration of the pauperism, accord- 
ing to the record, appeared as follows : Sevea were nnder two years 
old ; fourteen were between the ^;eB of two and sixteen years ; thirty 
between sixteen and forty; twenty-five between forty an4 fifty; 
fiftOMi between fifty and seventy ; ten between seventy and eighty ; 
and three were in advance of the latter age. Eight were born in 
poor-houses; eleven of the others ware reduced to dependence before 
they had reached the age of ten years ; twenty-seven when between 
the ages of ten and thirty ; twenty-fonr when between thirty and 
fifty ; twenty-eight when between fifty and seventy ; and six after 
they had passed seventy years. Thirty-five had been in the house 
leas than one. year; nine, one year, and lees than two years; twenty- 
nine, two years, and leas than five ; eighteen, five years and less than 
ten ; ten, ten years and lees than twenty ; one over twenty, one over 
thirty, and one over forty years. The entire time of iJieir depend- 
ence, amounted to four hundred and forty-seven years, being an aver- 
age of 4.29 years per inmate. Sixty were looked upon as perma- 
nent burdens; twelve seemed likely to go out and provide for them- 
selves; seven exhibited capacity for self-mainteoanoe under proper 
supervision; and the future of twenty-five, mostly children, was 
regarded as doubtfnl. 

Of the adult inmates of this institution, nine only were educated ; 
thirteen of the others had learned to read, and seventeen to read and 
write ; the residue, comprising fifty per cent, were wholly ign<H«nL 
AH of the men esaept seven, whose habits coold not be learned, 
admitted practices of inebriety, twenty-fonr being classed aa moderate 
drinkers,- five as periodical drinkers, and eight as confirmed drunk- 
ards, Kine of the women were said to be temperate, eleven intem- 
perate, and the habits of ax wore unknown. But little could be asoer- 
tained respecting the habits of the parenlfl of the inmates. 

The practice of consigning dependent children to the poor- 
honee has long prevailed in this county, and at times there have 
Rconmnlated eouBiderablc numbers in the institution. At the time of 
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the inqniiy, there vere twenty-nine of the inmates who were -jMrenta, 
having in all eighty-six living children. The condition of twelve of 
these could not be ascertained. The others were said to be condi- 
tioned in life as follows : Id poor-hocseB, nineteen ; in asylamg, 
two; bound ont, two; self-flupporting fifty-one. The nnmber of 
families represented by the inmates was eighty-four. The burden- 
some, unfortunate and disturbing classes of society in these families, 
in three generations, so far as conld be learned, footed np two 
hundred and eighty-five persons, as follows: Public dependents one 
hundred and ninety; insane thirteen; idiots ten; inebriates seventy- 
two. Of those under care, nine were the ofi'spring of pauper fathers, 
and twonty-fonr of panper mothers ; one had a pauper grand faUier, 
and four, panper grand mothers ; nineteen had pauper brothers, and 
seventeen, pauper sisters. 

The family groups in the house when the examination was made, 
were the following: An able-bodied, ignorant, intemperate man, 
thirty-five years of age, and his wife twenty-eight years old, inmates 
one month, with two children, the elder aged two years, and the 
younger seven months ; a widowed woman thirty-eight years of age, 
educated but very intemperate and vagrant, one year in the hoase, 
with her child, a girl nine years old ; s married woman separated 
from her husband, ignorant and an habitual drunkard, four years an 
inmate, having an illegitimate child with her, a boy three years old, 
and born in the honse ; a widowed woman aged eighty years, unedu- 
cated and intemperate, an inmate two years with her daughter, a 
married woman thirty-four years old, deserted by her husband, and 
two grand children, a girl aged five, and a boy, illegitimate, ^ed 
three years, their father being in State prison ; an uneducated married 
woman twenty-nine years of age, abandoned by her husband, an 
inmate only a short time with an infant child, and likely soon to go 
out; a vagrant married woman aged twenty-five years, separated 
from her husband, an inmate two years, having an illegitimate child 
one year old, born in the institution ; a weak minded single woman, 
nineteen years of age, two years an inmate, with an illegitimate child, 
a girl, bom in the house; an unmarried, ignorant, intemperate and 
vagrant woman thirty-four years old, an inmate eight years, having 
two ill^timate children with her, the elder, a boy aged four, and 
the younger, a girl aged two years, both horn in the institution ; a 
feeble minded single man forty-eight years of age, an inmate four- 
teen years, and his unmarried sister, thirty-one years old, also feeble 
minded, an inmate three years, with two male children, tlie elder an 
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idiot sged fourteen, and the younger intelligent, aged six years ; s 
single woman fifty-seven years old, nnedncated and intemperate, an 
inmate since fifty years of age, having an illegitimate child with her, 
a hoy seven years old and dependent fi-om birth ; a brother and his 
sister, the former aged two years and the latter ten months, inmates 
only a short time, the mother dying in the honse, the father being 
intemperate, idle and vagrant ; a man seventy-two years of age, and 
his wife, forty-one years old, each twice married, the former having 
five, and the latter two self-snpporting children, recently admitted 
bnt regarded as fixed dependents ; and an nnedncated intemperate 
man Bixty7sii years old, and his wife forty years of age, also ignorant 
and intemperate, inmates twelve years and likely to continne public 
burdens. 

A few of the other cases nnder care will now be noticed : A mar- 
ried man, seventy years of age, educated bnt grossly intemperate, an 
inmate seven years, friendless, infinn and wholly dependent ; a single 
woman, thirty-five years old, ignorant and a confirmed inebriate, 
having .been frequently in jail for drankenness, an inmate five years, 
vagrant, dissolute and depraved, and regarded as incorrigible ; a wid- 
owed woman, fifty-eight years of age, nneducated and intemperate, 
sixteen years in the bouse and likely to remain throngh life ; an 
educated, intemperate single man, aged fifty-nine years, vagrant and 
debased, an inmate fonr years, and gives little promise of self-sup- 
port; a married woman, aged thirty-nine years, uneducated, vagrant 
and depraved, abandoned by her hnsband, an inmate seven years, and 
looked upon as a permanent charge ; and a man seventy-five years 
old, ignorant and intemperate, an inmate eight years, a widower, 
feeble and infirm, and entirely dependent. 

The insane nnder care were four (4) men, and six (6) women. All 
were chronic cases, and regarded incurable. 

The Evngston City Alma-houge is a commodious brick edifice, 
nearly new, eligibly situated, and well adapted to its purposes. Its 
inmates at the time of the examination were thirty-five (35) males, 
and fourteen (14) females, of the following nativities : United States, 
fourteen ; England, six ; Ireland, twenty-two ; other European conn- 
tries, seven. Thirteen were nnder sixteen years of age ; nine were 
between tlie ages of sixteen and forty ; fourteen between forty and 
sixty ; nine between sixty and seventy, and four had passed the latter 
f^. Fourteen became dependent before they were twenty years of 
age ; ten when between the ages of twenty and forty ; sixteen when 
between forty and sixty ; and nine after they were sixty years old. 
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TweDtf-eight had been in the institntion less than one year ; nine, 
one year and less than two years; and twelve more than two years. 
The a^regate time then spent in the institution footed np forty- 
nine years, being an average of one year to each person. Many of 
them had heretofore been in the county poor^honee, bat no record as 
to the time spent there was at hand. Twenty-fonr of the adnit 
inmates, or orer sixty-nine per cent, had received a common aehool 
edncadoQ. Two of the men, and one woman only, claimed to he 
temperate. Of the others, six men were said to be moderate drinkers, 
foar periodical drinkers, and fifteen confirmed inebriates ; and of the 
women, fire were moderate drinkers, two habitnal drunkards, and the 
habits of one could not be ascertained. The fathers of twenty-three, 
and the mothers of thirty-four were temperate ; and the fathers of 
fifteen, and the mothers of five, intemperate. The habits of the 
fathers of eleven, and of the mothers of tea were nnknown. 

The nnmber of families represented in the institution was thirty- 
seven. The number of dependents in these families in three genera- 
tions footed up fifty-three; the number of insane, six; and the 
number of inebriates forty-five. Four of those under care were the 
ofiapring of pauper fathers, and nine of pauper mothers ; twelve had 
pauper brothers, and eleven, pauper sisters. The nnmber who were 
parents was eleven, having inalltwenty-eightliving children, situated 
in life as follows: In poor-houses, nine; bound out, one; aelf- 
Biipporting, eighteen. 

The following were the family groups in the institution at the 
time of the inquiry : An uneducated widowed woman, thirty-four 
years old, apparently respectable, an inmate one year, with four chil- 
dren, three boys and one girl, aged respectively ten, eight, six and three 
years, all intelligent, and if removed might be trained to usefulness ; 
ft single woman twenty-six years of age, of foreign birth, and only a 
few months in the country, recently admitted with an illegitimate 
diild, a girl two years old, and will probably soon provide for herself; 
an intemperate, uneducated vagrant woman, a widow, thirty-six years 
of age, an inmate one year with four intelligent children, the eldest 
aged thirteen, and the youngest two years, the latter being illegiti- 
mate; and a family of four children, two boys and two girls, aged 
respectively eleven, nine, six and four years, the mother being dead, 
and the father a confirmed drunkard, all intelligent, and it is said, 
will be provided for in families. 

Among other cases examined were the following: A married man 
forty-six years of age, uneducated and grossly intemperate, having 
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been n^watedl;' in, ji^l fpr. dran^nneas, tin inmate two jears, a 
paralytic^ and hopeUesIy dependent j a,aingle mansLztj-twojearsold, 
edncated, but Tei^; iptemperate, eighteen, years dependent, fourteen 
of vbiidi wore epeot ip the Ulater county poor-house, and regarded 
asaperauoeDt burden; an unniftrried man sggd, thirty-eig^^ years, 
well educated) but & confirmed inebriate^ recently Emitted) anffering 
from diBease, and probably incurable; an edncated Bingle man, 
sixty-four years of age, oqly a short time in the house, enfeebled by 
practices of dissipation, and likely to remain through life ; a man 
fifly-five yeaiis old, a widower, focmerl; in tlie county pooivbouse, 
an inmate- two years, educated,, but intemperate and vagrant, and 
looked upon as a fixed charge ; an, educated married woman, aged 
sixty-one yean, separated from hez husbandj transferred from the 
Ulster cionnty poor-bouse, where she h^d qient twelye years, and 
seems prohfthle to burden the public through life; a widowed woman 
forty-nine years old, ignorant and intemperate, also transferred from 
the Ulater county poor-house, and gives no promise of future aelf- 
iupport ; uid a single woman sixty-five years of age, edncated, but 
intemperate and debased, having been in variona poor-houses for the 
past fourteen yesrs, and several timea in jail for intoxication and 
disorder^ oonduct, and deemed permanently dependent. 

The following concloaions were reached r^rding the future of the 
inmates of this ipatitntion : Permanently dependent, twenty-six ; 
will probably go out and provide for themselves, seven ; may be edu- 
cated to usefnlne^^ if placed under proper sunonndinge, thirteen ; 
future doubtful, three- 

Wabkbh Codntt. 

The Warrea county poor-house has been in use several years, but 
has recently been repaired, and is quite comfortable. It is situated 
near the village of Warrenabnrgh. 

The number of inmates at the time of the inquiry was fifty-seven 
(57), of whom thirty-three (33) were males, and twenty-four (2i) 
females. Forty-two were natives of New York; six of other 
Statea of the union ; two were bom in Canada ; and seven were 
of foreign - birth. Eight were under sixteen years old; IborteeQ 
were between the ages of sixteen and forty ; and thirty-five were 
over forty years of age, of whom two had refiched ^a. age beyond 
eighty years. A eonsiderable number of the 9ged were feeUe 
and infirm, and Beveral were unable to leave their rooms. Two had 
been inmates from birth ; thirteen of the others became (lependeat 
18 *^ 
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before they were twenty years of age ; thirty-two when between the 
agee of twenty and sixty ; and ten after they had paeeed the latter 
age. Seven had been innaatcB leas than one year ; thirty-two, one 
year and leBB than ten years ; and eighteen more than ten years. The 
aggregate duration of poor-honse life of all the inmates, then had 
been four hnndred and forty-eight years ; the average to each person 
7.86 years. 

Of the adult inmateB, eighteen had received a common school eda- 
cation ; two could read only ; and twenty-fonr were without any 
education. Five of the men and nine of the women were said to 
have been temperate, and the habits of one man and two women 
could not be learned. The others were classed as intemperate. 

.The number of families represented in the institution was forty-nine. 
The number of dependents in these families in three generations, so 
tar as could be learned, had been seventy-seven ,- the number of insane 
fifteen ; the number of idiots, nine ; the number of inebriates sirty- 
two. Of those under care at the time of the inquiry, six had pauper 
&there, and ten pauper mothers ; and in one instance on the maternal 
Bide the pauperism was traced back to the third generation. Eigh- 
teen were parents, having in all twenty-nine living children, said to 
be conditioned in life as follows : In poor-houses, eight ; bound oat, 
nine; self-supporting, twelve. 

The family groups in the institution were the following: An 
uneducated widowed woman, an epileptic, sixty-seven years old, an 
inmate five yea« with her daughter twenty-four years of age, having 
an illegitimate child, a girl, six years old, also epileptics, two years 
in the honse, and regarded as wholly incurable ; two brothers (twins), 
aged ten years, orphaned and recently admitted, both intelligent and 
soon to be removed ; an ignorant, intemperate woman twenty-seven 
years of age, deserted by her husband, an inmate one year, having 
an ill^timate child six months old, and bom in the house ; and a 
married woman aged twenty-three years, edncated and temperate, 
'in the honee only a few weeks with an infant child, and likely soon 
to be discliarged. 

The following were among the other cases examined : A man 
seventy-one years of age, a widower, uneducated but' temperate, 
sixteen yeais an inmate and entirely dependent ; an ignorant married 
man sixty-two years old, crippled and infirm, five years in the honse, 
and probably a fixed burden ; an educated but grossly intemperate 
single man sixty-six years of age, an Inmate two years, enfeebled by 
debasing practices, and likely to remain through life; an idiot, male. 
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iged thirty-three years, parents iotempemte, twenty yean an inmate 
and entirely friendleea; a feebled minded single woman, forty years 
old, an inmate nineteen years and a permanent cbai^ ; an ignorant 
nnmarried woman, eizty-nioe years of age, in the institation eioce 
twenty-two years old, baviog an iJlt^timate child in the poor-hoose 
of an adjoining connty; and a sngle, uneducated, intemperate and 
vagrant woman, twenty-three years old, admitted to the house when 
fire years of age, since which she has given birth to one illegitimate 
child, now bound out, and is likely soon again to become a mother. 

The probable future of the inmates of the honee was summed up 
as follows: Permanently dependent forty^eight; may be trained to 
usefulness if removed and placed under proper sarronndiogs, four ; 
future doubtful, five. 

Wabhinoton Couhtt. 

The poor-honse of Washington coantyis a two-story brick strnctnre, 
situated near the village of Argyle. The number of inmates, at 
the time of the inquiry, was one hundred and eight (108). Of 
these, six^-one (61) were males, and forty-seven (47) females, clasnfied 
by birth, as follows : Kew York, sixty-four ; other states of the 0nion, 
nine ; Canada, foar ; Ireland, twenty-four ; other European countries, 
four ; birth-places unknown, three. The birth-places of the fathers of 
the inmates were, native, forty-nine ; foreign, fMly-three ; unknown, 
sixteen. Mothers, native, forty-nine; foreign, forty-six; unknown, 
thirteen. 

Four of the inmates were under two years of age ; twelve were 
between the t^es of two and sixteen years; twenty-two between six- 
teen and forty ; forty-four between forty and seventy ; and sixteen 
had passed the latter age. Eight were born in pooi^honses ; three 
were admitted before they were two years of age ; four when between 
the ages of two and ten years ; fourteen when between ten and twenty ; 
thirty-one when between twenty and forty ; fourteen when between 
forty and fifty ; seventeen when between fifty and sixty ; twelve when 
between sixty and seventy ; and five when in advance of seventy 
years. Twenty-one had been in the house less than one year ; nine- 
teen one year and less than two years ; twenty-five, two years and less 
than five ; seventeen, five years and less than ten ; sixteen, ten years 
and lees than twenty ; five, twenty years and less than thirty ; four, 
thirty years and lees than forty ; and one more than forty years. The 
entire time spent in the bonse by all the inmates, when examined, 
amounted to seven hundred axy^ saventeeD years, being an average to 
each person of 6.64 years. 
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Of the adiilt inmates, twenl^-eigbt were withont ealncation ; 
eighteen of tne othera bad learned to read ; one to read and write ; and 
forty had been InBtmcted is the branches tanght in common sdioole. 
The habits of the men were said to hare been aa follows : Totally 
absUneot, eight ; moderate drinkers, twelve ; periodical drinkers, 
twelve ; constimt drinkers, eleven ; haHtl nnknown, three. Of the 
wotnen, totally abstinent, eleven ; moderate drinker^ fire ; periodical 
drinkers, fonr ; constant drinkers, two ; habits unknown, nineteen 
The fathers of twenty-four, and the mothetv of fifty-two were classed 
as temperate ; and the fathers of fifty-one and- the mothers of ten, as 
iDtempenite. The 'habH^.of the fathers of thirty-three iand of iha 
mothers of 'forty-six, oould Hot h« ascertained. 

The number of families represented by the iUmates was binety- 
five. The nnfortnnate, bnrdetisome and disturbing classes in these 
families in three generations, so far as Imown^ summed up two hun- 
dred and ninety-one persona, as follows : PabUe dependents, one bnn- 
dred and thirty-eix; insane, thirty-three; idiots, six; inebriates, 
ninety-seven. Bix of those vmAtx care were tiie offq>ring of pauper 
fathers, and fourteen of :paaper mothers. Thirty-one were heads of 
&milteB, having in ^1 eighty-seven living ofaSldren. The condition 
of twenty of these was unknown. The others wwe said to be con- 
ditioned in life as follows: In poor-thoose^ fourteen; bonod 'Ont, 
seven; self-supporting, forty-six. 

The following were among the &mily groups in the institHtion, 
upon l^e occasion of the inqniry : An naediieat«d married woman, 
Uiirty-nine years of age, separated from her husband, seventeen years 
in the house, the mother of three cbilib^n, the youngest ^ing an 
inmate ; a boy, fifteen years old, sutfering from an ioearable disease, 
and his feeble minded sister, seventeen years of age, the former an 
inmate four, and the latter seven years, and bo& regarded as perma* 
nent burdens ; an educated married man, fifty years old, intemperate 
and committed as a vagrant, an inmate three months, with his ehild, 
a crippled boy, five years of ago, and gives little promise of future 
self-support ; two brothers, idiots, aged reapectively forty and thirty 
years, recently received in the house, but likely to remuR through 
life ; a widowed woman, twenty-three years trf age, ignorant and 
vagrant, an inmate one year, with two diildren, the elder aged six, 
and the yoanger two years, the latter being illegitimate; a weak 
minded, unmarried woman, an epileptic, fifty-seven years old, an 
inmate forty-six years, and her daughter aged twenty^ight years, utd 
born in the house, where she has given birth to three Ul^timate 
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ctuldren, all of whom sre deed ; and ft widowed woman, Uilrtj-two 
years of age, igBoraot aad j^roesl; iotemperate, tbe mother of five 
children, recently admitted with the yonngeet, an iD&nt, aad seema 
probable hereafter to burden the pablio. 

Of the other esses examined, the following may be notieed; A 
single man, ^ty-oine years of ago, ignorant and intemperate, an 
inmate seventeen years, enfeebled by vicions and debasing pracUoes, 
and classed as a fixed dependent ; an intelligent vagrant boy sixteen 
years old, admitted to the house when six years of age, frequently 
placed ont, bnt fliilod to retain his {^aces, and r^rdod as incorrigible ; 
a weak minded, muried man, twenty-two years of age, separated from 
his wife, ignorant and intemperate, an inmate most of the time, ainee 
eight years old, irad regarded as a permanent charge j a vibrant boy, 
aged fifteen years, an inmate five years, and offers little hope of 
reformation ; aad a mppled man, a widower, nnedneated and intem- 
perate, recently admitted, ^endless and wholly dependent. 

Tim ooimty retains most of it« chronic insane nnder local control. 
Ihe number in the institntion at the time f^ the ingniry was twenty- 
eight (38), of whom twelve (13) were males, and sixteen (16) females. 
They oeeapied a a^>arate bnilding, bnt it has few eooTemences for 
its purposes. All were looked upon as inenrable. 

The coaoln8i(»is reaehed regarding the fotore of Hie innjates of this 
honse were as follows: Permanently dependent, sevMity'^onr; bid 
fiur to go out and provide for themselves, three ; capable of self main- 
tenance nnder proper snpervision, seven; fatnre doubtful, twenty- 
four. ' 

'Wa^k? Coubtt. 

Tbo Wayne coanty poor-boose is a two story and basement atooa 
edifice, situated near the village of Lyons. TLm number of inmates 
at the time of the ingniry was seventy-two (79), thirty-seven (87) of 
whom were males, and thirty-five (3S) females, of t^e following nation- 
alities: United States, fifty-four; England, tiiree; Ireland, eight; 
Gtermany, five ; otiier Eoropean countries, two. The fiUhers of thirty- 
seven, and the mothers of thirty-eight, were native bom ; and the 
fathers of twenty-three, and the mothers of twenty-two were of 
foreign birth. The birHi-placee of the parents of twelve wer« 
Duknown. 

The ages of the inmates when examined, the time in life in i^iioh 
the dependence began, and the dnration of the paaperism, according 
to the inquiry, appeared as follows : Three were nnder two years 
old ; four were between the ages of two and twenty years ; nineteen 
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between twenty and forty ; fonrteen between forty and sixty ; twenly- 
eig^t between sixty and eighty ; and four had paaeed the latter iige. 
Five were born in poor-houses ; ten of the others were admitted 
before they were twenty years old ; eighteen when between the agea 
of twenty and for^ years ; serentoen when between forty and sixty ; 
ten when between sixty and seventy; and twelve when they were in 
advance of seventy years. Nineteen had been dependent less than 
one year ; seven, one year and less than two years ; fifteen, two years 
and less than five ; twenty-live, £ve years and leas than twenty ; and 
six more than twenty years. The average dependence per inmate, 
had b^n 6.31 years ; the aggregate, four hundred and fifty-four years. 

Of the adnlt inmates, thirty-six had received a common school edu- 
cation ; two of the others had learned to read, and six to read and' 
write ; the residue were without educational training. Twelve of 
the men, and twenty-one of the women were said to be temperate ; 
and eighteen men and three women, iotemperate. The habits of two 
men, and of seven women, oould not be ascertained. The fathers of 
twenty-three, and the mothers of thirty-fonr were classed as temper- 
ate ; and the fathers of fourteen, and the mothers of three, as intem- 
perate. The habits of the parents of thirty-five were nnknowo. 

The number of families represented in ^e lustitatiou was sixty- 
five. The pauper outgrowth of these families in three geu^ations, 
BO far as could be learned, summed ap ninety-rax persons. The 
same families had also produced twenty-six insane ; five idiots, and 
thirty-nine inebriates. Four of those under maa were the ofEspring 
of pauper fathers, and nine of pauper mothers ; but in no instance 
could the pauperism be traced to the grand parents. Twenty-three 
were the heat^ of families, having in all sixty-seven living children. 
The condition in life of five of these, was unknown ; the others were 
accounted for as follows; In poor-honses, seven; bound oat, one; 
self-sustain ing, fifty -four. 

The families in the honse at the time of the examination were as 
follows: A man aged seventy-one, and his wife seventy-two years, 
both educated and temperate, aided outside nearly twenty years, 
recently admitted, and wholly dependent ; a man. and his wife aged 
respectively seventy-three and seventy years, the former educated and 
temperate, and the latter ignorant and a confirmed drunkard, inmates 
only a few months, but looked upon as permanent burdens ; an edu- 
cated, temperate widow, sixty-eight years old, an inmate twenty-seven 
years, with her daughter, an idiot, aged thirty-four years, having also 
six other children, all said to be self-supporting; an unmarried woman, 
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of weaic intellect, aged fifty-two yeAiSf in the honee since tbirty-edght 
yean of age; the mother of a faeble minded girl fourteeo years old, 
bom in the inetitnUon and an inmate from birth; an ignorant mar- 
ried woman, thirty-nine years of age, separated from her hneband, an 
inmate twenty years, having one illegitimate child bonnd ont, and 
another, a girl six years old, with her, and bom in the honee ; a single 
woman twenty-one years of age, educated and temperate, recently 
admitted, has given birth to a child, and bids fair soon to go ont ; a 
feeble minded widowed woman, twenty-five years old, an inmate 
flight months, with an in&nt bom in the institation, and likely 
hereafter to bnrden the pnbUo, her father, mother, and other mem- 
bers of the &mily having been panpers ; and a single woman aged 
thirty-eight years, weak minded and vagrant, an inmate only a few 
mcHiths, having an ill^timate child with her, bom in the institation. 

A few of the other cases examined will now be given : A xaa/a 
aged eighty years, twice married, edncated and temperate, an inmate 
two years and entirely helpless ; a feeble minded ungle man forty 
years of age, admitted when an infant and wholly dependent ; an 
tmmsrried woman sixty-six years old, nnedncated and intemperate, 
two years in the house, soflering from disease, with no prospect of 
recovery ; a widowed woman, forty-three years of age, edncated and 
temperate,filteen years an inmate, Mid quite likely to remain through 
life ; an educated married woman, aged thirty-six years, an epileptic, 
deserted by her husband, one year in the institution, and probably a 
fixed bnrden ; and a widowed woman, sixty-two years old, edncated 
and temperate, an inmate twelve years, and regarded as a fixed 
dependent. 

The insane under care were seven (7) men, and thirteen (13) 
women ; total, twenty (20). All were looked upon as incurable. 
The sexes occupy separate buildings, which have recently been 
repaired aud are quite comfortable. 

Appearances indicated that three of the inmates of this institution 
would, of their own accord, go out uid provide for themselves, and 
that four, if soon removed aud given proper opportunities, might be 
trained to self-maintenance. Of the others, fifty-nine were looked 
upon 38 permanently dependent, and the future of six, was r^arded 
as doubtful. 

WBaroBxeTEB Ooohtt. 

The poor-house of this county is a substantial edifice ntnated near 
the village of Tarrytown, and will accommodate about two hundred 
and fifty persons. The inmates at the time of the inqniry were, 



-S80 AmniAL Bbfort or tme 

DudeB, one handred ftndttii<o'(109);'f«ailtleB, e)glit;Hnz(fiS)'; total, 
one hnndrad ftnd fiiglity-flight (186). Of then, iiiB«ty-fib«0a<were bom 
in tbe United BtateejAnd'^ghty-e^ht ^rare •£ foralgn tdfth. The 
birth-plMtt ofithne oonld not be'seoertafaied. (7he ^thns of fifty- 
nins, md'tho mbthenof flffy-flve 'were mitive, <«Bd'tlie Jktha« of 
ooe hundred at^ twenty, and 'die motAierB of one 'hnndFed and 
twenty-tbtafl foretgn bom. Tbe oathity of ithe &therB of nine, and 
of the mothers of CMi was onknow^. 

The t^es of tJie iamatefi M the timeQf-the'exBminRtioo, the period 
in life in wfai^ the dependence b^^n,'aDd the dnratiou of the pan- 
periem appeared as folloWB: Ten were nndO' itwo years of age; 
thirty-fire were between ttie ages of two^nd sixteen yean ; thirty- 
eight betweensixteen and forty; fifty-one between foFty and ^xty; 
twenty-eight between sixty «Bd 'Beventy; eighteen between lanattf 
and eighty ;'itnd eight had passed the Utter'age. iEtevenwere bom 
ID the poor-bonse ; six of ' the others becane Inmatee before ^ey 
were two years old ; twenty-eight when 'between the ages of two 
and ten years ;'thiTty-<)De<wh«i between' the ^;es of ten snd ' thirty ; 
forty-eix when between thJrtyiand fifty ; twenty-nine ■when between 
fifty and sixty; twenty-^oe when between sixty and seventy; and 
fonrtednalfter' they Were seventy years old. '£i^ty-two had been 
in the boose lees than one year ; twenty-five, one . year and less than 
two years; fifty, two years and less than fiw; eighteen, five years 
and less 'than ten ; eight, ten years and less then <twenty ; four, 
' twenty years and less than thirty; and one, more tban thirty yews. 
The ftggr^te time then spent in poor-honses by all the inmatoe, 
had been five hnndred and fourteen years, being an average to each 
person of 3.78 years. 

The facta olytained regarding the edneational tattainmenta land 
habits of the Jamstes were as follows : Of those of matnre «ge, 
seventy-three, or nearly fifty-one per eent imd reeeived the advan- 
tages of a common school edneation ; ' tliree of the others lad learned 
to read and write, and twenty-three to read only; the residue were 
withontiany edneation. Ten of the men, and thirty-two of thewomm 
CJaimed to be temperate, andsixty-One of Che men end twenty-six of 
the women' were known to have been intemperate. The habits of the 
others conld not be learned. The Others *of one hnndred andfow, 
and the mothers of one hnndred and fOrty-three were classed as tem- 
perate ; and 't^e fithers of forty-six, and the mothers of eleven, as 
intemperate. The habits of the fathers of thirty-eight, uid the 
moth«« of thirty-fbnr were naknown. 
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The number of families lepreeented in the iDStdtntioD wts -one ban' 
dred and fifby-eix. The nnfortuData, distarbiug and vkions dhuaes in 
these '&mili6s, in thtieegeiieraitioits,60i&r as eonld ibe traeed ont, had 
bean as fdUowB:; Bnblis dependents, two hnndred ^d Ihivteen ; 
uuane, tkirtyKine:; idiots, fonr.; inebriiitee, lone ihoDdred and tliu-ty- 
:five ; inmates -of ipenitentiariee and iprisans, Jbar. iNtine of those 
UBder care were the offi^ring of .pauper fstbees, and tbirtj-<Hie of 
paopermotherB ; two bad .|iaaper gi^nd &tliera, tand th«ee panper 
grand mothers.; and nineteen had.paiiper'brodmis; anditwenty-fonr, 
^pauper siiters. Tiiftyeeven ww« parents, ha'ring:iQ allone hundred 
and -fortj-^nr living obildren. The condition of ten of ithese could 
not. be -aacertucksd ; the others were aaid to be sitoated in life as 
follows: JEn -pooivhooses, twenty-eigbt ; in an asylum, xme; boand 
ont, 'Seven ; «eIf-«npportang, ninety-e%lit. 

The following ware some of the family groups :in care of the Jnsti- 
tntionatthetimeof theinqniry : An educated, intemporate, widowed 
woman, sixty-nine years of v^ufi, beT'daagbter, a &eble minded mar- 
ried woman,-aged tiwenty-«ight years, deserted by her htuband, anda 
grand child, a boy ttine . years old, the f<»mer an inmate three, and 
the lB8t<two,.eaah;two years, tbe.granddiild being Ihe only ooe likely 
to beoome eclf-eof^rting; a married woman, aged tweoty-jsix years, 
edjBoated hot temperate, abandoned by her husband, an inmate nearly 
three years, with two- children, the elder a girl six years of age, the 
yomiger, also agirl, bora in the hoose soon after her admission ; a 
married man, fitty-nioe years old, ignorant and a confirmed drnnkard, 
ran inmate nine years, having a boy three yean old born in the honse, his 
wiJb being emj^oyed in the institntitm ; a married woman aged Uiirf^- 
nine years, nnednoated bnt temperate, deserted by her dcankea hns- 
baod, -an, inmate one year, with two bright and intelligent children, 
the elder, a girl «i^t years of age, and the yonrager, a boy six yeus 
old; a widowed woman forty years of age, nneduoated and intem- 
perate, recently admitted with two children, a girl aged five, and a 
boy two yeairs ; an unedncated intemperate married woman tweoty- 
sevan years of age separated from her husband, a eonfinmed mebriate, 
in the house only a iew months, with two children, a boy -six years, 
and a girl one year old; a widowed woman thirty years -of age, 
educated bnt intemperate,. an inmate six months with two (diildren, 
both boys, the elder aged four, and the yoonger two years ; a mar- 
ried woman twenty-eight years old, unedncated bat temperate, sepa- 
rated from her husband, two months in the institution with three 
riiildran, the two eldest girls, aged respectively nine and fbnr years, 
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and the younger, a boy one year old; ad ignorant, intemperate 
married woman thirty-one years of age deserted by ber bnsbsnd, a 
confirmed drnnkard, an inmate over two years, baring three children, 
the eldest a boy aged nine years, aod the two yooogeet giris, aged 
respectiTely two years and fonr months, and both bom in the insti- 
tatioQ ; an nnedocated, vagrant, single woman twenty-four years old, 
an inmate one year with an illegitimate child, a girl, fire years of 
age ; a single woman thirty ^ears of age, educated and temperate,, 
an inmate a'few months only, with an infant child, a boy, bom in 
the honse ; a married woman thirty-nine years old, educated and of 
good habits, abandoned by her husband, an inmate seven yean, 
with two children, both girls, the elder aged eleven, and the yoonger 
nine years ; an ignorant, vagrant, unmarried colored woman, thirty- 
two years of age, an inmate six years, having two iU^timate chil' 
dren provided for in families, and two, (twins) one year old, with 
her, bom in the institntion ; a widowed woman aged eigb^ years, 
uneducated but temperate, an inmate seven months with two graad 
children, both boys, the elder aged twelve, and the yonnger eight 
years ; a girl sixteen years old, immarried, ignorant and vagrant, an 
inmate six months, having an in&nt, bom in the honse; an educated, 
temperate, married woman eighteen years of age, of for«ga birth, 
and only tour months in this oonntiy, one month an inmate with an 
infant ; and a married woman twenty-two years old, deserted by her 
husband, three months an inmate with a young child, bom in the 
institution. 

Ajnong the other cases examined were the following : An unedu- 
cated intemperate widowed woman, seventy-three years old, fourteen 
years an inmate, infirm, childlaes, and wholly dependent ; a feeble 
minded single woman thirty-three years of age, in the house since 
eleven, years old, and regarded as a fixed burden ; an unmarried 
weak minded woman aged forty years, an inmate most of the time 
since ten years of age, having been also in jail for vagrancy, the 
mother of two illegitimate children both provided for in families ; a 
single woman fifty years old, educated and temperate, an epileptic, 
ten years in the institution, and looked apon as incurable ; an unmar- 
ried woman, sixty-five years of age, ignorant and a confirmed 
drnnkard, four years in the house, and gives no promise of fiitnre 
self-support ; an uneducated, intemperate single man, sixty years old, 
four years an inmate and likely to remain through life ; a single man, 
forty-three years of age, well educated, l>ut a confirmed inebriate, 
twenty-two years an inmate, and hopelessly dependent ; a married 



.vCoo^^lc 



Stats Board of Obasitiss. 283 

man, uztj-eeTeii years old, &irlf educated bat grossly intemperate, 
haraig been freqaentlj in jaiLfor drnnkenDess, an inmate nine years, 
and eoDsidered a fixed burden ; and an ignorant, intemperate man, 
a widower, fifty-tbree years old, recently admitted, bat has been 
repeatedly in jail for dmnkeonesB, and bids &ir hereafter to burden 
tbe pnUic. 

Tbia comity provided for its chronic insane mainly at the State 
Asylum for this class. The nnmber nnder local care at the time of 
the examination was fifteen (15) men, and thirteen (13) women ; total, 
twenty-eight (28). They oeonpied a separate bailding, bnt it con- 
tained few convenienoea for its purposes. All were ri^rded as 
incurable. 

It was thought that twenty-five of tbe inmates of this honse would, 
of their own accord, go ont and provide for themselves ; one bandred 
and one were considered permanently dependent ; twenty-five seemed 
capable of self-maiotenanoe under proper supervision ; and the fntnre 
of thirty-seven was regarded doubtfhl. 

WyOMpiO CODSTT. 

Tbe poor-bonse of Wyoming county, located near Yarysburg, had 
sixty-three (63) persons under cue at the time of tbe inquiry, of 
whom twenty-three (28) were chronic insane. Of these, twenty-two 
(22) WQre males, and forty-one (11) females, claseilied by birth as 
foUoirs: New York, twenty-seven; other States of tbe union, six- 
teen ; England, two ; Ireland, seven ; other European countries, ten ; 
turth-placee unknown, one. Tbe fiitbers of twenty-three and the 
mothers of twenty-four were bom in the United States ; and the 
fathers of twenty-six, and the niothers of twenty-five were foreign 
born. The birth places of the parents of fourteen could not be 
ascertained. 

AU of the inmates except two were over «xteen years old; twenty- 
six were between tbe ages of sixteen and fifty ; twelve, between fifty 
and sixty; seventeen, between sixty and eighty; and six were in 
advance of eighty years. One was bora in the poor-house ; three of 
the others were admitted before they were five years old ; twelve 
when between the ages of five and thirty years ; sixteen when between 
thirty and forty ; fourteen when between forty and sixty ; and seven- 
teen after they had passed the latter age. Tbe dependence in eigh- 
teen cases had existed less than one year; in eleven cases, one year 
and less than five years ; in sixteen cases, five years and less than ten ; 
in ten cases, ten years and less than twenty ; in seven eases, twenty 
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yetni and leas than thirty ; and ia one oaas ofw thirtj 7«an. Tlia 
entire time of dependence of all the jnmatee footed up four hsudrad 
and ninetynaiz f«ar8, beimg an average of 7.87 jears to eaob peraoa. 

Of the adult iumatee, twelve ware without anj education ; aiz of 
the othen had learned to read ; and thitty-^eren, or nearly aiztyieight 
per cent, had enjoyed the advantageB of common sohool iDStmotioD. 
Three of the mea, and thirteen of the women were known to have 
been temperate; and eistaeD of the men, and twemty^one of the 
women, were clsaeed as intemperate. Thebabitspf two of thewomea 
eoold cot be aaoertuiied. The fathers of the inmates were : Tem- 
perate, thirty-twA; intemperate, twelve; habits nnknown, nineteen. 
Mothers : Temperate, forty ; intemperate, two ; habits unknown, 
twenty-one. 

The number of families retureaented by the inmataa was fif t^-«{ght, 
from which there had sprang in diree generations, so far as oonld be 
learned, seventy-<two pnblic dependents. The same families had also 
produced thirty-six insane; eleven idiots; and forty-two ioebnatea. 
Three of those under care were the ofi&priog of pauper &thers, and 
fire of panper mothers-; and in two cases the pauperism on the 
maternal side had descended throng three generatiotis. I^e nam- 
ber who were heads of families was twen^-seven. These were eaid 
to have in all seventy-one living children eitoated in life as follows ; 
In pofw-bouses, two; bound ont, fbnx; self-eapporting, ai:cty-foDr; 
oonditioQ nnknown, one. 

The grouping of f^ilies in the institation was as follows : An 
educated unmarried woman, thirty^>nr y«an old, recently adipitted, 
having an infant with her, born in the house, and is likely soon 
to go out and provide for herself; two feeble minded sisters, the alder 
aged twenty-six, and tne younger twenty^hree years, inmataa twanty- 
two years, friendless and wholly dependent; a widowed woman 
twenty-one years of age, nnedncated bnt temperate, in the honse only 
a short time with an infant, and givee promise, ere long, 'of earning her 
maintenanoe; a brother and sister, idiots, aged req>eetively forty- 
three and thirty-ooe years, the former an inmate twelve, and the lat- 
ter nine years, and both looked upon as fixed burdens ; wid a widowed 
woman fifty-ei^t years old, educated but intemperate, the mother of 
one aelf«npporting child, and her married sister, fifty-two years of ' 
age, also educated but an inebriate, the mother c^ three diildren who 
provide for themselves, the tbrmer an inmate two, and the latter 
eight years, and both regarded as permanent dependents. 

Of the other eases examined the fc^owing may be noticed : A 
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widowed woman ■eventy-foor years old, anedacftted and intaatperate, 
recently admitted to the honae, having been aided ontaide BevenJ 
years, and now oonsfdered a fixed barden; an aneducated single 
woman, Beventy-five years of age, an inmate three years, and likely 
to remain through life ; a eingle Woman twenty-six years old, edocated 
and temperate, recently admitted as a Ti^rant, and likely aoou to 
beeome a mother; a feeble minded onmarried woman, thirty-eight 
years of age, an inmate twenty-fbnr ybare, her iatber, mother, two 
brothM« and three sisters having been panperS ; ap edocated, iatem- 
per^eman^a widower serenty-seren y^ra old, ao inmate one year 
and abBBed as a peirmanent charge ; and an igaorant, debased, intem- 
perate married man, aged Beren^-siz yeu^ SQ inmate eerea yeare, 
and likely to barden the pahlia throngh life. 

Tb« insane occupied a detached building and appeared to be com- 
fortably provided for. Five (6) were men, and eighteen (18) women. 
All wete olBBsed as inoarable. 

Fifty-five of the inmates of t^ia institntion seemed lik^y to remain 
poblic biB<dem through life ; two bid ftar soon to go oat and provide 
ft>r themselves, and the futare of six was r^|arded donbtfiil. 

Tates Oouhtt. 

The TiatM county poor-honse is an old dilapidated edifice situated 
IB tbtt town of Jenualem, ftboot five miles irom Penn Yan, the coun^ 
seat. Its panptn* inolates at the time of the inqatry were: Males, 
Beventedn (17).; females, fifteen (15) ; total, thirty-two (32). Of these, 
twisnt^one wwe horn in New York ; two in other States of the 
Union ; and seteo in Ireland. The hirth-places of two coald not be 
Bsoeaiained. 'iHie fathers of fourteen, and the mothers of eighteen 
wen native, and t^ fathers of eleven, and the mothers of dght 
foreign bora. The nativity of tJie &thers of seven, and of the mothers 
of BIZ was unkaown. 

The ages of the inmatea ranged aa follows : Under sixteen years 
old, five; between the ages of^xteen and thirty years, four; between 
tMrtj and mxty yeare^ nine ; between uxty and aeventj-years, six ; 
over seventy yeaw of age, eight. Three were bora in poor-bonaefl ; 
foer of the otbete w«ce admitted before they had reachisd tbe age of 
ten years ; -seven listen between the ages of ten and thirty ; six when 
between thirty and fifty ; nine whw between fifty and seventy, and 
three after they had passed the latter age. Mve had been in the house 
less than two years ; nine, two years and less than ten ; fourteen, ten 
yeui and less Idian twenty ; one, twenty years md less than thirty ; 
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tvo, thirty yeare and Isbs than forty, and one, more than fin^ years. 
The aggregate time spent in the inatitntiOn by the persona nnder care 
np to the date of the examioatiOD, amonDted to three hnndred and 
forty-three yeara ; the average per inmate, 10.72 years. 

The inquiry showed that ei^t of the adnlt inmates were without 
edacation ; six of the others conld read ; two conld nad and write ; 
and nine had enjoyed the advantages of common school inetmotion. 
One of the men, and nine of the women claimed to be strictlytem- 
perate, and eleven of the men, and three of the women confessed 
habits of inebriety. The fiitherB of fourteen, and the mothers of 
twenty-two were classed as temperate, and the bthere of thirteen, 
and the mothers of font as intemperate. The habits of the fathers 
of five, and of the mothers of aix were nnknown. 

For several years past, the authorities of this county have pro- 
vided temporarily for its dependent children in the Ontario Orphan 
Aeylam at Csnandaigna, placing them therefrom in families, as 
opportanities offer. The evil effects of the former practice of rearing 
children in the poor-house, associated with adult persons are still 
apparent in the institntion, especially among the older inmates. Of 
those nnder care at the time of the examination, three were the 
offspring of panper fathers, and seven of paaper mothers ; and in one 
instance the panperism on the maternal side had descended through 
three generations. Five had pauper brothere ; seven pauper sisters ; 
one, a paaper aunt ; and three, panper uncles. The number of 
families represented by the inmates was twenty-six, from which there 
had sprung in three generations, so far as conld be traced out, fifty- 
nine public dependents, fonr insane, two idiots, and thirty-one ine- 
briates. Ten were parents, having children conditioned in life as 
follows: In poor-hoases, fonr ; placed ontin families, four; self-sup- 
porting, twenty-three ; total, thirty-one. 

The following were the family groups in the house at the time of 
the inquiry ; A man aged fifty-two, and his wife aged forty-two 
years, the former crippled, and an inmate thirteen years, and the 
latter twenty-two years, having in all seven living children, five 
bound out, and two in the house, the elder a boy aged six, and the 
younger, a girl fonr years old, both bom in the institution ; a man and 
his wife aged respectively eighty-fonr and sixty-eight years, inmates 
-five years, having also spent several years in other poor-houses, and 
both regarded as fixed burdens; an ignorant, debased, married 
woman, twenty years of age, an inmate most of ^e time since twelve 
years old, having an ille^timate child, a mulatto, aged two years, 
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and boni in the lioase ; and a married woman twenty-one yean old, 
ignorant, intemperate and separated &om hev bosband, recently 
admitted with a female child three years old, and gives little promise 
of fotnre self-support. 

Among the other cases examined were the following: A married 
woman, fifty-fonr years old, edncated bnt intemperate, abandoned by 
her hnsbaod, an inmate twelve years, totally blind, uid entirely 
dependent ; an ednosted, temperate woman, a widow aged seventy- 
four years, childless and wholly friendless ; a single man, eigbty-two 
years old, ignorant and grossly intemperate, an inmate eight years, 
friendlcBS and regarded as a fixed bnrden ; an educated man, fifty- 
three years old, a widower, and a confirmed dmnkard, recently 
admitted with diseased eyes, resulting probably from vicions prao- 
tices, and offers little hope of recovery ; a weak minded, single man, 
nearly blind, aged sixty-five years, thirty of which have been spent 
in poor-honsee, and being wholly friendless, seems likely to burden the 
public through life ; an educated, temperate man, a widower, seventy- 
one years old, ten years an inmate, friendless and entirely dependent ; a 
feeble minded man, a widower forty-two years of age, eighteen years 
in the honse, and regarded as a permanent charge ; an educated mar^ 
ried man, aged seventy-eeyen years, confirmed in habits of drunk^i- 
uess, an inmate sixteen years, and offers no promise of fatore 
aelf-eapport ; and a single man, sixty years of age, foreign bom, 
thirty-five years in the country, educated, bat a confirmed inebriate, 
having been repeatedly in jail for drunkenness, an inmate ten years, 
and sjso several years in other poor-houses, enfeebled by debasing 
practioee, and a permanent burden. 

The following oondnsions were formed respecting the future of the 
inmates of this bouse: One will probably go out and become self- 
supporting ; three may be trained to UBefulnees, if removed and placed 
under proper surroundings ; the future of two was regarded doubtful, 
and twenty-siz were considered fixed dependents. 

CONCLUSION. 

A few of the more prominent causes that have operated to induce 
pauperism in this State, as developed by the inquiry, will now be 
noticed : 

1. The examination has made it clesr that by far the greater Dumr. 
ber of paupers have reached that condition by idleness, improvidence, 
drunlnnnees, or some form of vicions indnlgence. It is equally dear 
that these vices and weaknesses are very freqnently, if not univer- 
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Ball;, die resnit of tendeneies which tuis to a jpvater or lees dc^M 
hereditary. The DBmber of pereone Id oar poorJiotuei who hftre 
be«) reduced to poverty by CAnses outside of their own acta is, con- 
trary to the general ImpreBsion, HurpriBingly small. These two 
claues of peraons ongbt not to be confounded ; aeither oaght they 
to be oompelled to aesoeiate with eaoh other. The whole policy of 
the State ^onld more la the direction of caring for the re^ly anfor- 
tnnate and worthy sick poor io hospitals, while a rigotons ayflteia of 
labor ghoald be organized and administered for the vidoaa and 
unworthy. 

2. The element of heredity enters eo largely in the problem of 
panperjem that it shoald receive special atteDtion. The degraded, 
vicdons and idle, who, wheal in good healtb, are always on the Tsrge 
of panperism, and who, at the approach of old age and illness, inevit- 
ably become paopers, are continoally rearing a progeny who, both 
by hereditary teadendes and the assodatioae of early life, are likei^ 
to follow in the footsteps of their parents. There is a large nomber 
of families thronghont the State which are kept together by private 
uid pnblic charity, the sole end of whose ezistenee seems to be ^M 
rearing of children like themselTea. It is in the highest degree oou- 
traiy to sonnd poli^ to keep sach families together ; in fact, die 
BOODW they can be sfeparated and bn^en up, the better it will be for 
the children and for society at large. The line of panper descent is 
very difiBcolt to break, bnt unless vigorons efforts »e Greeted toward 
this end, the number of the dependent glasses will grow in a con- 
stantly increasing ratio. 

Few persons who have not given detailed attention to the snbject 
realize how maeh of vice and panperinn, idiocy and insanity is 
hereditary. It is believed to be the dnty of society to take posi- 
tive measares to remedy this evil. What forms these measures 
should take, and how far the effort sbonld be carried, present the 
most serious qnestions which press upon the Icfpelstor. It is a sab- 
jeot to which little attention has hitherto been given, at least oatside 
of treatises on physiology; bat the time is rapidly approaching 
when its importance will compel the attention of Uie mwalist as 
well as the law maker. 

8. It appeared in the conrse of the inquiry that large DUmbers of 
those examined had been trained and educated for the poor-house by 
oot-door relief administered by law or by private charity. When 
persons, natnrally idle and improvident, have for a few months 
experienced the convenience of existing npon the labor of othen, 
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they are very hkely to resort to this means of living an often and as 
eoQtinaotislj as possible. Charity given in the shape of advice, pro- 
raring employment and furnishing capital in small amounts for start- 
ing in some kind of bnsinesB woold be vastly more productive than 
when expended in maintaining people in idleness. It may be laid 
down as a principle of very general, though not nniversal application, 
that when OQt-door relief becomes chronic it is contrary to public 
policy and also to the well being of the parties aided. 

It is believed that no outrdoor relief, whether pablio or private, 
shonld be given without carefol investigatioa into the character and 
circunastances of the recipients. In times of commercial disaster 
many persons of this class fail to obtain employment for want of 
energy and intelligence. Sach feeble minded persons are always best 
as^sted by finding them employment. Persons who visit the poor 
at their own homes might also advise them as to their housekeeping, 
care of their health, food and clothing. They should be impressed 
with the uecesBsity of Belf-4enial as veil as industry, with the import- 
ance of saving their earnings daring the summer, sufficient to carry 
them through the winter; and in health, to maintain them in dis- 
eaee. lu general, all out-door relief should be discontinued the 
instant the necessity for it has passed. 

4. The examination shows that pauperism has been largely 
in^ieased in the State by defective systems of poor-honse manage- 
ment. The old and the young, the chronic cases of pauperism and 
those whom sickness or extraordinary conditions have compelled to 
seek temporary relief have been herded together, and the tendency 
has been to bring all down to the leVel of the lowest, and especially 
to train np the children in habits and associations which break down 
their self-respect and prepare them to become paupers in old age 
if not in mature life. The practice of receiving parents and children 
into poor-houses together has been a prolific source of evil. 

fi. Neglected insanity, neglected wonnds and diseases have tended 
greatly to increase the list of paupers. Through failure of immediate 
and careful treatment many cases of acute insanity have become 
chronic, and a permanent charge npon the public. Insufficient atten- 
tion and care in sickness very frequently disable persons for life. 
With a very large segment of the population, chronic disease and 
pauperism are inseparable. Whatever tends then to promote health 
and secure careful treatment of disease of whatever kind, wards ofi 
tile occasion for charitable relief ; and the encouragement of temper- 
ance has also the effect to diminish panperism. 
19 
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6. The absence oi employment in poor-booBea has tended veiy 
mticb to the increase of pauperism. Persons who bare aonghh there 
temporary aid in times of sicknesB or special distress have become 
habitnsted to idleness and to the condition of mind which inevitably 
grows ap throngh freedom from care in providing for the wants of 
the passing day. When this condition of mind has become fixed, 
they naturally and permanently pass into the panper class. Saeh 
persons, if kept at vigorous and compulsory labor, woald have acquired 
or strengthened the mental and physical discipline which would 
have prepared 4liem to work for and support themselves. When 
made conscioos of their own power of achievement they soon 
become nnwilling to lose the resalts of their labor, and uatarally 
leave the poor-hoose and make the effort to provide for themselves. 
Tlie absence of employment in poor-honees tends to make those who 
are temporarily dependent, chronic and incurable paupers. 

It is believed that no reform of onr poor-house system is more 
needed than the organization of a nniform system of labor — a sys- 
tem which should employ every person out of the hospital in some 
kind of nsefnl if not profitable labor. Many idle and shiftless vaga- 
bonds drift into tlie poor-houses, especially during the winter months, 
attracted by the life of listless idleness wliich so generally prevails. 
Such labor would make the poor happier and would be a training and 
discipline which should teach them how to take care of themselves. 
There is one kind of labor which can always be provided, which is 
that requisite for the most perfect cleanliness in the rooms of the 
honse, the bedding and the apparel. This discipline of cleanliness 
carried into the most minute particulars will always have an elevating 
effect upon those nnfortnnate classes of persons. For this reason, if 
for no other, an abundant supply of water should be provided for 
every poor-honse. 

The importance of hard labor for tramps who, after all, make up 
a considerable element of onr poor-honse popniation during the 
winter, is coming to be widely recognized. It is well understood that 
this class is very careful not to make application for a lodging many 
times over, at least where they are obliged to earn by hard labor 
whatever they obtain. We believe that a thoroughgoing system of 
emplojrment would, in a short time, diminish very largely our poor- 
house popniation. The poor-house wonld cease to be attractive to 
the indolent, and a large per centage of those who resort to it through 
ignorance and inefficiency wonld, in a short time, be taught to sup- 
port themselves. 
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7. Ae bae been Btated in the preceding pages of this report, oni 
poor-houses and other charitable InstitntionB are burdened with large 
QDmbers of alien paupers. It is believed that at least ten per cent 
of onr whole foreign pauper population are nnoatnralized personewho 
have never been engaged to any extent in productive labor within the 
State. A large number of these persons have been shipped frauda* 
lently b; the parishes to which thej belong, and by the families upon 
whom thc^ were dependent. The maintenance and care of this 
nomerone class adds largely to the public burdens for charitable pur- 
poses, and wonld seem to demand remedial action. 

We are careful, under existing laws, to fiend home to our sister 
States all paupers belonging to them which have strayed into our . 
boundaries. It is believed that this policy, which is admitted on all 
bands to be just as it regards other States, wonld, for a still stronger 
reason, be just if it were put in practice upon these alien paupers. 
If SQch of this class as are sufficiently healthy to endure the 
voyage, were to be shipped back to the countries where they 
belong, the system which has bo long prevailed in Europe of 
shipping their paupers to America would very soon come to an end. 
This, together with a vigorous and &ithful execution pf the laws 
prohibiting the importation of dependent persons from other coun- 
tries, would work an important and fat^readiing reform and afford 
sensible relief of the burdens of pauperism in all our large, and 
especially our maritime cities. 

Before conelnding this report, it is deemed desirable briefly to 
refer to some of the beneficial results which have already resulted 
from the inquiry : 

^trsi. The removal of the children of intelligence over three years 
old, generally, from the poor-houses and alms-honses of the State. 
The condition of this class of nnfortnnate dependents, as developed 
by the inquiry, fully demonstrated that these institutions could not 
be made fit places in which to rear children. The matter was fully 
brought to the notice of the Legislature in the annual report of the 
Board of 1875, which resulted in the act of that year (chapter 173, 
Laws of 1875), directing the removal of all such children from poor- 
honses, and prohibiting their being sent hereafter to these institutions. 
These children are now being tempor^ily provided for in families 
and asylums, and most of them eventually, it is believed, will become 
absorbed in the vigorous and self-supporting population. If this 
wise provision for the care of unfortunate and dependent children is 
eoDtinned, pauperism in this State, it is believed, will in consequence 



.vCoo^^lc 



890 Annual Report of thb 

6. The absence ot employment in poor-hoaees has tended very 
mnch to the iocrease of pauperism. Persons who have sooghk there 
temporary aid in times of sickneBs or special distresB have become 
habituated to idleness and to the condition of mind which inevitably 
grows np through freedom from care io providing for the wants of 
the passing day. When this condition of mind has become fixed, 
they naturally and permanently pass into the panper dass. Sneh 
persons, if kept at vigorous and compulsory labor, wonld have acquired 
or strengthened the mental and physical discipline which wonld 
have prepared 4hem to work for and support themselves. When 
made conscious of their own power of achievement they soon 
become unwilling to lose the resolts of their labor, and naturally 
leave the poor-house and make the effort to provide for themselves. 
The absence of employment in poor-houses tends to make those who 
are temporarily dependent, chronic and incnrable paupers. 

It is believed that no reform of our poor-house system is more 
needed than the organization of a uniform system of labor — a sys- 
tem which should employ every person out of the hospital in some 
kind of nsefnl if not profitable labor. Many idle and shiftless vaga- 
bonds drifl into the poor-houses, especially during the winter months, 
attracted by the life of listless idleness wliieb so generally prevails. 
Such labor would make the poor happier and would be a training and 
discipline which should teach them how to take care of themselves. 
There is one kind of labor which can always be provided, which is 
that requisite for the most perfect deanliness in the rooms of the 
house, the bedding and the apparel. This discipline of cleanliness 
carried into the most minute particulars will always have an elevating 
effect upon those unfortunate classes of persons. For this reason, if 
for no other, an abundant supply of water should be provided for 
every poor-house. 

The importance of hard labor for tramps who, after all, make up 
a condderable element of our poor-house population during the 
winter,i8 coming to be widely recognized. It is well understood that 
this class is very careful not to make application for a lodging many 
times over, at least where they are obliged to earn by hard labor 
whatever they obtain. We believe that a thoroughgoing system of 
employment would, in a short time, diminish very largely onr pooi^ 
honse population. The poor-house would cease to be attractive to 
the indolent, and a large per centage of those who resort to it through 
ignorance and inefficiency would, in a short time, be taught to snp- 
port themselves. 
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7. As hu been stated in die pTeeading pageB of thia report, on 
poor-honaes and other diaritaUe iostitQtions are bordened with lai^ 
nnmbera <^ alieo panpera. It ia beliered that at least ten pw omt 
of oar whole foreign panper population are Dnnatanlised persons who 
hare nero* been engaged to anj extent in prodoctiTe labor vithio the 
State. A large nnmber of these peisooB have been shipped fraadn- 
lently b; the parides to which they belong, and by the bmiliea npon 
whom they were dependent. The maintenance and cars of this 
nnmeronB chus adds largely to the pnUic bnidens for charitable par- 
poeee, and would seem to demand remedial action. 

We are careful, under existing laws, to send home to oar sister 
States all paapoa belonging to thran which have strayed into oar . 
boundaries. It is believed that this policy, which is admitted on all 
hands to be just as it r^arde other States, would, for a still stronger 
reason, be jnst if it were put in practice upon these alien paupers. 
If such of this class as are suffidently healthy to endure tfae 
voyage, were to be shipped bsdt to the oouDtries where they 
belong, the system which has so long pravuled in Europe of 
shipping their panpeie to America woold veiy soon come to an end. 
This, together with a vigorous and fiiithfal execution of the laws 
prohibitiDg the importation of dependent persons from other conn- 
tries, woold work an important sod &r-reaching reform and affiird 
senable relief of tfae burdens of pauperism in all our large, and 
especially oar maritime cities. 

Before concluding this report, it is deemed desirable briefly to 
refer to some of the beneficial resnlts which have already resulted 
from the inquiry : 

jFirst, The removal of the children of intelligence over three years 
old, generally, from the poor-hooses and alms-houses of tfae State. 
The condition of this class of unfortunate dependents, as developed 
by the inquiry, fully demonstrated that these institutions could not 
be made fit places in which to rear children. The matter was fully 
brought to the notice of the Legislature in the annual report of the 
Board of 1875, which resolted in the ad; of that year (chapter 173, 
Laws of 1875), direcUng the removal of all such children from pooi^ 
houses, and prohibiting their being sent hereafter to these institutions. 
These children are now being tempor^y provided for in families 
and asylnms, and most of them eventually, it is believed, will become 
absorbed in the vigorous and self-supporting population. If this 
wise provision for the care of unfortunate and dependent children is 
eontinned, pauperism in this State, it is believed, will in consequence 
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be largely diminiehed, and the bttrdens of tazatioD for charitable 
pnrposee greatly leBseoed. 

Second. The establishmeDt of a nniform Bystem of records of tiie 
inmateB of poor^ionsee and alms-booBee. As before stated, the 
iagniry fully developed the foot that no proper syetem of r^;iBtratioii 
of the iDmates of poor-honsee and ftlms-hooBes waa maintained in any 
of these inatitntiona, nor were any records made r^;arding their con- 
dition at the time of admission calculated to throir light npon the 
causes of pauperism. It was found that the superintendents and 
keepers, especially in die rural counties, had acquired mneh impcotant 
information rE^;arding those under their care, but owing to the failure 
properly to record this information, it was of no benefit to the public. 
Under the act chapter 140 of the Lavs of 1876, a nniform system of 
records is now maintained in all the poot^honses and alma-houses 
of the state, and a large amount of valuable information respecting 
the dependent classes and the sources of pauperism is being thus col- 
lected and preserved. 

Thdrd. A more careful and wiser discrimination in the adminie- 
tration of charitable relief generally by public ofGciala. In conduct- 
ing the inquiry, the attendance of the superintendents and keepers 
in the varioua counties, as before stated, was, as far &« practicable, 
secured. These officers gave close and careful attention to the work, 
and in most instances, became greatly interested in the matter. 
The taste for investigation thos acquired by them regarding those 
onder their control, and as to the subject of the care of the poor 
generally, has awakened an increased interest in their work through- 
out the State, and gives promise of valuable results. 
All whidi is respectfully submitted. 

CHAULES S. HOYT, 

Secretary of the Board. 

Dated Albaitt, Deaember 5, 1876. 
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SCHEDULE No. 1. 

Schedule of Inquiries used in tJte examination of the Ittmaies of 

the Poor-kouaea and Alma-houses of the State of Ifew York, by 

the State Board of Charitiea, under the Concurrent Heaolution 

of the Senaie amd Aaarnnbly of May 27-29, 1873. 



No... 






1. Hun. Biz, Aa>, SoouL CoKimtQH, Color, 

BIBTBFI.1CI, ITO. 

1. S«me 

1, Sex [HileH. Female P.) 

t. t-sfi at last blitbds]r jtm. 

(II nuder one year Btitsthamontlu) 

4. Social coodltloa (Slnjclo, Harried, Wld«w, 

■ Widower, DtTorced) 

0. Color (WblU, Block— U mixed, aUte degree]. 



S. BlrtbpUce <Btate or CoDntrr 

County, Town 

Cltj. ). OX bom Id a poor-lioiua 

□T other pnblio iniUtatloii, aM/e the fact.) 



If of fotelgD blrtb, liow Iodk ta Uie Untt«d 

HowlonElDthl^HtateT atwbat 

pert landed t 

. Birthplace of Falber (StAte or Coontrr), 



( Uotfaer (8t*le or Coantrr}, 



Coantf. Town 

CltT )- (U bom Id ■ paor-hDnee 

or other public luatltatlon, auito the tact.) 



a. LlHSTB or Tna 1 DtPhNDaST. 

, At what *ge did thla penon flnt become de- 
pendent upon public charltr t 

. Wliat waa the flrat mode of aldr (Sute 
whether b; nelghboriKiod, church, organ- 
ised aodetr, tempOTBrj relief b; public 
olQdali, ot full anpport In a poor-bouaa, or 
other pablie luaUtutlon, the name of which 
ahoold be glieu.) 



. If On! aided outalde ot iDatiMtioua, how long 
was thia continued r 

. Al what age djd Ihia peraon OraC become an 
inniBtoaf a poor-house I ...yeara. 



IS peraoD bcon In other poor-h 



IB. U ao, howmanji 

IS. How long In all hae Ihia penon been an In* 

male ot poor-houaeif jreai*. 

(It lesa than one jeai sire Ibe nonUti.} 

11. Haa Ibla peraon been an inmate of an; 1>- 
eane aerlnm, blind a^'lom. Idiot aajlnra, 
deaf and dumb aaylnm or refoger (If aa. 
Hiate which, and how long r) 

IS. Haa thie penon been In Jaila, worb-honae^ 
pmJtentlariea or prieona, convicted of 
crtmet (If ao atate which, how loag an 



im Faxilt Eibtobt at rsM 

DlTEHDIHT. 

IS. la thla penon of teg^Umate or iUesttlnula 
birth f (Write which.) 

50. la tbereconaangnlnllrln theparentar (If 

BO, write what degree.) 

51. Can thiB penon read and write! 

Sa. Did thla* peraon receive a tali achool ednca- 



33. 


If not, wb; neglected t 




Had thla peraon hablta of thrift and aavlinl 



Waa thla peraon totally abstinent f 

Waa this person a moderate drinker I 

Waalhiaperaona periodical drlnkecl 

Waa thla peraoD a oonalant drinker t 

Had the Father hablca of idleneaaf. 

Had the Father hablta of thrift and Mvlngr 

Was Uie Father temperate or intempente 1 

(Write which.) 

Had the Mother babluot Idleneuf 

Had the Uother hablta of thrift and savlngf 
Was the Uother temperate or Intemperate | 

(Write which.) 

Waa the Father Immoral, aenanal or otherwlM 

debased! (State facts.) 

Waa the Mother immoral, senanai or other- 

wlaedebasedl (State facts.) 

Did this peraon receive moral and rellgloni 

training !n youth 1 

3S. Did youthful habits of vagrancy a^dldleDGia 

eiiatt (State facta.) 

>id this person have a Hied home, or lead 

a roving Ute before beeomlng dependent t 
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W. Wtiattndsdldllil*p«T«oneTeclQUD,arwlut 

ocenpatloii paraDsr 

U. Wh/wMltabaodanedt 

M. Wlwt WM the occniwtlon ot lh> Father of 

thlfptnont 

It ■ wlta, what na Uw onaFaUcn of Uie 

St. Wu ihe f^Uier ■ panpet I 

Wutbs HoUwr* iHuipwl 

WMUtaanndfaUMCipupecl 

Wn> tbeOruidiDotbeTa p«ip«rl 

Wuv toy ol Ihe broUken ol thU psnau 

Wan MIT ot the lUUin ol thli penoa 

[nopenf 

Waca aoj ot the uncles at thla panon 

Ware aor ot tlia Bimla ot thia peiaan 

(Where there are two or more parabiu ot the 
■una tuLJlj to ba axamlued. qaaallona 31 
to SB, Inclnaiva, ahonld be put to ona mam- 
beronlj.) 

SL Total numbar of peraona In the abore croup 
ot tuoiUea [tbrea ssnsntloiiB llvliig and 
dead), known to have iMei) dependout OD 
public cbirilrl 

ffi. Tula! DDmber la the aama gioaf (living and 
dead), known to have been ult-Bupport- 

SO. Total numbar ot iDUua firing and dead}, in 
theBBmegioapr 

ST. Total number o[ Idlota (llvlDg and dead), in 
Ihe Bams group t 

as. Total oamber or iOBbriatea (living and dead), 
in ths ume gronp r 

S». Total nnmberwlia have been In penltenUa- 
rlet or State priauna (living and dead), In 

the Bamegioiipl 

(QncetlOD Mo. 40 and 41 ahonld be pat to tlie 
Father only, If both parent! are living and 
pteaent; It not, then to the only living 
parent.) 

40. If a parent, how many children haa thla par- 

•on now living? 

41. What ia tbalr condlUon; are they In poor- 

boaaea, aaylnma, hoapltaU, retagea, etc, 
or are they aelf -BOppotting t [Write tha 
fact) 

IV. Kziatnia Cxoaxa or DimiDaiioa. 

U. Homeleea dilldhood (lUegiUmata) 

Bomeleaa dilldhood (Bbaodoaed) 

Bomelau childhood (by death ol Father), 

Domeleaa cbildhood (by death of Ilothar), 
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41. Bomaleaa childhood (by death of both pft- 

Homeleaa chUdhood (by panperiam ot pa- 

Bomeleaa chUdhood (by Imprlaonmast ol 

paienia for crime) 

41. HomleB by abandonment of hoaband 

Homeleaa by death of bnaband 

44. OldaSeanddeetttntian. 

4B. Patmanant diaabUng dlaaaaa (write Iha name 

of It) 

46. Temporary dlubling dleeaie or aickneas 

(write the name of It) 

n. Crippled (how) 

Deformed (how) 

48. Loe> oi impairment ot any of Iha five apedal 

asuBea. (State irUdk and how.) 

45. Lo« or Impairment of any other natml' 

facility or bodily power! (Write what 
raculty or poirer, and howloat or Impaired.) 

K. Inaanityr IdlocyT 

Epilepsy r Paralyalaf 

M. General teebleneaaol ths mind r 

General teeblanesa of Iha body t 

St. Impairment or degeneration ot the bodily 
poweia. ot mental taoaltiea from loebria- 
tionl (State the facta.) 

GS. Ia tbcTs proof ot IdbbiiI ty, epllepay, paraly- 
ala, apedal feebloncaa of mlad or body, 
ayphUla, or any other entailment of bodily 
or moital mloforlnne from paisniaga in 
thla penon'a hialoryl (It lo doIo the 
fact) 

54. Ib there mental or mor 

bid and dabaalng condlUoni 

BO elate the fact aud the canioa to which 

attrlbDted.) 

EC. le thla psrion capable of self -BapportlDglabiir 
without BOpervlelon I 

G6. la thla person capable of aelf -support under 
direction and sopsrvlBloal 

B7. How is this peraon'a time emplojad In thli 
institution t 

M. What Is the chief cauee of dependence In 
the caae of thla petaon, and what, If any, 
tha remedteaf 

W. What appears lo be tha destiny of thla per 



, What family relatlvea ot thia ganeiaUon, If 
any, have Iha peconlary ahlUty to aaltaUy 
provide for, or take care of thla persout 
(State facta and evidence.) 



□t mlad I (If 
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